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wjng gtnuwuwuwlmpjwul Yypwpbpjwy pwqiwphy hpu-

nwpwynipjnGGuph 9 wju ghppl wylhwjmnptl wy-
ph Lt pGYyGnmd hp jnipophGuynipjudp b Juplnpnipjudp: Cwwn
pw £ wugby b gty fubnpn wewplugh depupbppug pe- gpu-
Juwlnmpjul vky, ph, dwinnud: bptlg hGuwqgnijG hwptlGhpnid
hwwnljwwbu 20-pn nuph wnwohl nmwulwdjwyibpnd oudw-
JwG 10h nmwy hwytphl yhdwlywo wlywwmibih vwpuwhltph
dwuhl pwquhgu gpbp GG punwpwqbnbhp, yuwundwpwGitn,
hwuwpwlwqbmbbp, jpuwgpnnltnp b hwuwpwlughmnipjwi
quliwqul plwquyuwnbtph Jwwn nt pwn ghnwyGtp: OLiwh
wjlpwl t wpownpoyt), np Jupobu sh dGwgl] quumdwlwb
«hnnp» th oytl, np mpnpjwo s1hGh:

UnyG qpph htinhGwyp ypnptunp Utinuw Guuwupjuip,
wlqhwghnwlwl htnwgnumpmGitph npnpumy - dwlwg-
Jwo dwulwqbm, pupdpwluwpg pwlwubp, hwymbuptpty k& dh
hwjbgwybtpw, npp hGs opu bppuk sh pGGwplyybt; <wjng gb-
nuuywlnpjul nmumiGwuhpnipjul plwquywonmy, wjl b
wwwndwlwl thwumbph wwppbp pGnpnpmiGhph (kqquywa
wnpunwhwjnnipjul pGGnmpymGp: <tnpGuwyp thnpdnd Lt nh-
nwnpytp wju hwpghl websynn qquih pyny fulnhplGtp’ hwjt-
gultim plunnptny 1gniG witGwhpw)wih, witGwhunwy b w-
dtlwhwinghy wywgnygnp, np dwpnynpjnilp tppbk nGhghy L,
pwligh htilg (tqynui £ wpnmwgnynid dhq mpjwo wfuwphp, b
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1Eqynud 66 owolwqpywo dtp pninp funhtinG m hwynmdGhpp:
Uju mbulwlyniGhg Junpbih £ Guwunb, np Gopuwupuiuwht
utoptinnuin («h uljgpuliti Ep Pwbip, b Pwll Uupon dnp kp, It
Pwlli Qupywo Etp» / Ugbnmwpwl pun <nghwGGtup), npny
pugynud £ tiqpuithwyhs qunifup, Jupnn £ pGupw bt wipnng
qnph(:

‘Liwl dnntignudp, nph «dthup» (hqqujub thwuwmbpnl GG,
thwuwbipn, npnlp Ghpwpnid b wipwgpnud G0 npnwlh pwn,
pwnuwjuwulygmpnil, punhdwuwmwjhl Junnijg pGunptnt hb-
nhGwyh dnwnpmpnilp, wijwuywo, plnqonud L dhGwqpnip-
Jwl jmpuwhwnynmpyniGl m Gnpnypp: Uju Gnpwhwjm dwlw-
wwnphh( htinhGwyp pwdiwphy Juplnp hwjmGugnponipynil-
Gbp £ wlmd, npnlp, hGywybtu Yubtulhlp vnnpl, hwnjwwbu
(pwlwluwih G0 (Gqupwluwlwl hbnmwgnunnipjul wpnh npn)
nunnipniGGtph hwdwnp: Uw dh Gnp nyu £ uthnmd mwjuyghG
Jwplunp fulnph ypw' plyniGhp b dwlwsbp 1915-1923pp. tinphn-
pnippuwliwl junwjuwnpnipjwl hpwyuwlwgpwo hpbywynp néh-
nn, nph ppwgpnid dtyniytu dhihnG hwj pGwoloytg, wjluh-
uh(, hGywhuhG w)G tnt L hpwlwlnd, wyl L ghnuuwwlnp-
Jjnil pwnhu (hwpdtp hdwuwnny dh wdpnn9 wqqh Juwljuw-
dnwoywo, opwqpyuo b Juqiuitpyywo ngGyugmd’ ny
dhwjl pniG dnnnypnh, wjile Gpuw $Qwynyph nt YpnGh, Gpu w)-
fuwphwjwgph, Gpw Gmpwlwl nt pwpnjulyuwl wnpdtpltinph:
Uw (hnyhG hwiwwywwnwufuwlnd £ ginwuuywinipjulip wpnh
dwdwlwlylbph wdtlwquqgptih  Gpunyphl, JWbp  optpnd
wpynn pinpnpiwln:

Ujuwmntin, uvwlwjG, upnn GG dh wdpnn9 pwpp hwpgtin ow-
qbi. n°pnG t pulnhpp, p°Gs hdwuwm niGh UGy wy] dnnbgnd
thGupb], wjp wwwgnyglbp wbtnt], hwydbywg hGe-np pwd
huwjmGwptinty hwjwuwntint w6, hGy wpntG huy wylGhwywm t:
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PGsujhuh” nptinquiw@ uwpuwnnpu, bpk nbn wphp Gu wwyw-
gnmgbnt 1915-h vwpuwihGtph ginuuuwwGwywl pGnypn: <p-
puyh, wuwpwnnpu t, tpt <wjng ghinuuwywinipjul dwlwynidp
nwluwyhl dlnd £ pGpwghly Jupunpmpjwl fulnhp: Gupotu
pt mwunphGtp pupmGuly pwjwpunp wwywgniyygltp, qfuwynpu-
whiu' hwunwqgpuw, 60 dnnnyyby, yupotu pt yywjmpjniG-
Gtph Yhpfuwph owjwip pwijwpuwp swthny  hwdnghy stp wyn
hpwnwpdnipymGGpG pun wpdwlynyl wijwlbnt wnwlg
nni)qG-hGs hwyyh wnltm w)G, hGy Gepuwnuiv dkniwuwpwn
Unymid G0 «pwnupuljul Ynnbummpnib»: Gph dhowqqujhl
hwlpmpjnilp hwpynip mwph wnwe wiytpwwwhnptl htlg
wmbtinnid nt wyn yuwhhl dwlwsbp b nquunwwwnpuntin hwjtiph gb-
nuuwwlmpjnilp, nwulwdjulibph dnnwgnipjwb vt pwnti-
Int thnfjuwnkG, n*Y qghwnb, dhqnigt sthGthG n’s {<pugtipp, n’y w-
2hquh 0Gwo httmwqw wphwyhppltpp” hptlg Gnp ghinuuww-
(nipymGGupny: GY dwpnynmpjniG6 £ GpowGhy uwwntpn wnhw-
Jtw...
‘Ltinjuwyhu hpwyhdwyp, wynnihwlntpd, htnnt & dhwGyw-
(uwly thGng: Uh Ynnihg' 2w tpypltip, hGywbu b Gypnujwjh
funphnipnp, ytippwwbu dwlwst] GG <wyng ghnuuwwlnipjnt-
(p: Ujnwu Ynnihg pnipp wwpumnlGwwmwplbpp ny dhwjl pwpni-
Guwynud GG dfunby 1915 pquljuGhG hwjtph nbd gnpowd ndhpp
U wphwdwpht] dhowqqujhlG hwlpnipjwb Yupohpnp, wyl tip-
ptidl Gppwhjniu hnwlwynpnipjni GG uvnwlnd ghnwlwb
powlwlyltinhg: dwdwlwly wn dwiwlwly h hwjnm GG quihu
hpwwwpwyndGtpn, npnGg htnhGwyGtpp (hGywybtu, ophGuly,
Q- niGuntp LynithG b OnGuyng UniGhG) wnwohG hwjwgphg YJup-
otiu hwjwylnd Gl «wlwywnmpjul»" hppl hptlg Ytnelw-
Yul Guuwunwlh, dh pwG, np, h by, 2wwn fubkjugh pwj E, pwG-
qh h"Gsp Yupnn £ wowyt) gpuidhy (hGhg (hwnfwubu Gphuow-
9



uwpn dnnwonnnipjubnp), pul wliwswn nt wiynnitGuyw; pyw-
gnn unnbgniin vbp whgjwihG:

Uytih ubipn qGGnipjudp, vwuyl, Gdwl hwdullnpjniG-
Gtpp, hGyybtu hwinghy Yopwny gniyg £ wmmwihu ypnd. Gwu-
wwpjwlp fulnpn wowplw qppnud, hpwwtiu gptipb «Qtinnud»
Ll 2tipununpnudp b hdnnphl «dtinGwond» ywwmdwul thwu-
wmbtpn” wyu nt wyl Ynnd ppotyny m ontyny wjlwtu, npybugh
hwpiwptgytl htinhGwyh owonly GuuwwmwyhG: ‘Lpwlg Guu-
nwll E juuywo GhppGst) pGptingnnhG {<wjng ghinuuwwinip-
Jwl hpnnmpjwl hwinty hwjwwnwglbny, np Stnuwuwwlnip-
Jwl pnp9 wdpnn9 wju «wnunityp» wuwpquutiu «Juwjlwuntl»
L, swhwquGgnipjniG, npp hwpy E «swthwynptp»: UpnyniGpnid
unwgyuo «swthwdlnmdbGhpp», vwluwjG, pGptpgnnhG wwp-
nwnpmu GG fulnph ponpnpnyh6 wnuwjunjuo wwwmybp, npnid
ytntiphsGtpp fjumdwwwhwnp spuitinnipjul wloq nt wGylGwu
yipwuwpuwip G6 wnlmd Gypnyughbtph ytpwhwu nwqunidh
wnw9 Jwluhg putndwlwny, htnmbwybu «shdwlwny», ph
hGs GG wlnd, dhGy hpwlwb gnhtipp, G2uwunphun GwhwwnwlyGbpp
Gtpyuwjwgynmd GG hppl GEGg nt JunnwlGquynp nuywunhnltn ho-
fuwlnipjwlp hwpJwotint b wjl nmwwwbnt ywwnpwuwn:

{pGpwgu Gtlp Lu vty pwG: b phyu wy hpnpnipym GGeph,
dwulwynpuwybtiu wllpwfu L pynmd Gwb wjl thwuwp, np W
Gnilnbp Lymp6 W Onlwig UmiGhG yquunuwlnd GG dshwG-
quwuiwjl hwpqulph wpdwGh wjunbdihwyul powGtnh,
Jwnplnp nhpptip G0 gpuymd wdtiphyywl hwdwjuwpwGGbpnid
U GniyGhuy Ypmu GG « NMwunjwynp ypnptunph» nhwmnnu, npp
pnu] sh mwhu juulywoh mwl wnlh) Gpuwig ghnwlw htlpn:
UytihG, OnlGwn Umnilnt ywwp hwj hwymGh tpquhw6 9nph-
gnp UjniGh UhpquywGG £ hwy wpnh Gpudnwlwl wpytunh
hhiGwnhpGtphg” jwjlnptlG dwlwywo b hwpquo™ pGnphpy
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hwj dnnnyppuuwl wjwlnmpjwl hwlnby hp Gjhpnush, npG
wjlpwl fuGwdpny nt hwjwwmwpinptG ngpuunpmd t hp untin-
owqnponipmGGatpnd: <mbwpwp pnnp hhdptpp w6 hwjw-
wnwini, np gnlGb OnGwny Untine wwpuquynd ubthwlw6 dn-
nnynnh tintpwlwb ywwumdinipjwl hwinby Jwum wytih dto hwp-
qulip whwh wyayuty Giwb wqlGju)nip dwgnud niltgnnhg:
QwnlGwny nhunwnpyynn fulnphG Yupbh L bu dh hwpg
pwpdpwgll). Jupnn GGp wpyn®p thnpphpwwnt Junwhwpup
wubi, np, pnphwlnmp wndwdp, htinhGwih hpwjwb Guuumwyp,
(pw Guwphn dJnwnpnipjnilp Gppuk dwungtih YihGh shohG nG-
ptingnnhG. np plptipgnnp dhpwm h yhdwyh YhGh pwthwlgh pw-
pwnpulph dte, pGuty pniG pdwump b hwuywlwy, pt htinh-
GwyG h ytipen hGywtu £ 9wlinid hp mbuwltimp ywpunwnnty n6-
ptingnnhG <wjng yuwwumimpjul wjn nnpbpquyub ypowbh vky-
(wpwlmpjwl dto: Ujunbn wllhwjmnptl pwhuynd Glp dby
wyj] fulnph’ Gepluwjhu YywimpwjhlG hwpugnignd wnju qn-
pw thnthnfunipyniGGbphG, tpp GuiulhG «qppughlG» dauynipp
nnipu £ dnymud ubYy wyp «Eypuwbwyhl» dQwyniyph qnpbin 66pni-
uny: Swynp, wpnh vhohl plGptingnnhg (hwwnywwtu 20-hg 35
wnwphpwjhG fudph) hwghy pt wpdt gunnh GpppG dhupp pw-
Jwpwp Yhpyny «yipowGbine» hdnnipyni wyGluwty, pwlh np
qnuynp mbpunh nplthgh «utpn qGGnipjnil» GGpwnpnmu L pl-
ptipgtint npnwyh «nd»" wlymwy, fjunpuqGhG n Ybpniow-
Juw(, dpunmwytu h dhn wnlbny pwunhdwunwjhG tpwbqltpn:
‘Liwl pGptpgiwlp, vwlw)l, wpntlG huly thnfuwphlh] k
«wlniGuqony» Jupnuwip wmbtpunp hwdwlwnpgsh EypwGha
hGwpwynphGu wpwq wyph wlglhwglbpn® hdwunmp npuwnt
hwiwnp: «UGaYniGwqowjhl» dnntgnip, ndpwfumwpwn, pG-
plingnnhl wwhnd £, wjuytu wuwo, «9ph tptiuh( nmwpnipbp-
ytny», qpuon «hwjwd jninh wmtin pgmGtnyg»" wnwlg owip
11



gnpownptint, npybugh wjl wwuwpq pGlunuunwywb yYtpne-
onipjwl GGpwnpyh: Gmilnbp Lynthh b OnGuwyn Ujniine gpptph
wwnpwqwjni  «wlynbwqowjhl» plptipgnuip hwnmjwwtu
Juwlqunp t:

U. GuwuyupjwGh gppnid yuwnpniGwlynn Gympp pGGaYnd E
nwnppbp wOlynGGtphg wpnh (Gqqupwlnpjub GGplwnidu
(owlwlywih mnnmpjnllupny, wyn pymd’ funuph qnpw) nin-
nudahq hwiwwnmbpuwn, [hqugnpowpwlnipjniG, nph wnwlgpnid
hwugtiwwmhpng Yypw funuph Gipuqniuli nwqiwjuwpmpjul m
dwpunwyuwpnpjul dtluwGhquiGiph pGampymGa t: Mwijwu
Juplunp & Gub jhqqudwlumnnuyui Jtpniompnilp, npp
hGwpwynpnipjnil £ mwhu hwujugulwl tpumdwb uyqpniG-
ph Yhpwniwdp nuuwpwlb; yuwuminipjuwl hnnynypmy dwpn-
Jwlg qghnwygmpjul dto dbwynpywod «hwj-pnipp» hwpwpb-
ppynmGGeph pGYuwpwl hpwyw6 dstfuwbGhqiGbpp: Gy Ytpow-
whtiu Gympn pGlnpjub L wnlyt) Gul hdwunwjhl hwiwpdt-
pnipjwl nhnwGyniGhg kqupwlnpjul hnyd Juplnp th n-
[npu, npp, gwynp, Yytpotnu hwdwju £ hwymbGymd nmwpwplngp
«inqujhy wjpnumpmpiniGGtph»  wnybpmy: Upnymbpp, nphG
hwlgmu £ htinhGwyp, wwnpghg £ wquwpq yywmd £, pb wju w-
nniny nppwl wpquuwpbp Juwpnn L ojhGh pwunwwyw)wph
pGlmpymGp wju Juwd wjl punp gnpowdtim pyugjwy wldbkn
pGupnipjul muy owyumywo pwnupwlwl pwhp pnquqtipobnt
hwpgnuu:

Jwunnty wlnpunupéh GG wpdwlh qpph hnmudGhpp: N1-
owqpuyl wjunbn ny dhwjl oquuuagnpoywd qpuljwlnipjul
guyl k, ptilt uw GnjGybtu jununiG thwuwm £, npp gnyyg kL mw-
1hu, pti nppw G pwwnm pw t qpyb <wjng ghinuuuwlnipjul yb-
pwptinywy, shGnyyG dwdwlwy, pb hGywytu £ hwiwgulgn wi-
pnphwwm wdénn htmbnquiuwlnmpjuwdp  Gipgpwyymd hwpgh
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pGGwpyiwl ninpun: UybihG, wjl Jjwjnd £ hinhGwlh gnpown-
nwo Yhpfuwph 9wpp ponp wyn hpuwwpwynuiGhpp dnnnygb-
nt b hwdwlwpquwo nt funpuqGhG Yipyny nunmdGuuhpbnt
gnponmu’ shwpywo htinhGwyh pipwo Guuwunp ghinuuwwiw-
ghunnipjuG wuyuptignud: Lwwnniy nwunpnipjul GG wpdwGh
unnnquwunwyh pwqiwphy hnnuiGhpp” dnn 150, npnlg mbpumnw-
JhG Gympp fuhuwn htnmwppppuwluw6 £ unghw-BQwlinipwjhG
wwwnidwghmnwul mtuwllyjnilhg:

Uh pwGh funup wjl dwuhG, pt hGs Ywpnn £ (hGhp ghppp
hpwunwpwlybinig httmn: bd Juwpohpny, qpph jmipwpwlyjnip
gqluntd wnwownpyuo hwpg Jupnn £ wnwlédhG hbnwgnunip-
Jwl Gmp nunlw) (tqupuwlwlwi pGimpjul wyu Jud wjl
ninpunud: Unntigdwl wnnuing wllwuwnty Gnp (hGhny " ni-
untiGwuhpnipjnilp Gwb ghnwlwl ptgtiph dwjwpnuyny pw-
poiGwyytint qujl wuyuwntq L pugnd: Uy Yapy unyG qpph
hpwunwpwynuin wtwmp L nhnty hpple dbyGwlybm whywh gpu-
yJhy vh nuunpmipjwl, npnid wlwwyuphnpnh wnole pGuwnpnip-
Jwl pwwn ninhGtp GG pwgyni:

Udthnthtilip. fulnpn wpwpiw  w)fuwummpnilGp nipngG
(qwdémd E ny dhwjl pwlwuhpnipjul pluwquyjunnid, wjjlt un-
ghw-tpwlmpwjhl b yuwuniwghnwlwl ntumilGwuhpnipjni-
GtphG Gywuwmbtinm wnpnuinyg, pwlqh pwjwlwbhG wpnyyniGw-
Jtm b dhwlquiwjl jnmpophlGwl dnnbgnid L wnwowplnid
wwwndwlwl thwunmtph qGwhwnmdiwl dt9 gnnnh jwd fununnh
Gpuwphwn ghppnpnynudp hwuwlwnt fulngpnud: Liwl thnpd
tppluk sh dtnGupyyt) GwhuyhGnui: UjG gniyyg L wmwihu tqyh
gnpnipjnilp ytp hwGtm owony pwpdwunhpltinl nt qunuGh
(ywwuwlltinpn Gpwlg, nyptp gwlnd G0 dnnpbglh; hwnjw-
whtiu wlnmbnyuy hwlpmpjuwlp b fubnupmpt] ywumdwyui
Guwpunipyniln: UhllnyG dwdwlwly wju ghppp pwgwhuw)-
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nnd £ hGwpwynp wiklGwubpn juwp, np gnynipjnil niGh gh-
nwlwl nuuniGwuhpmpjul mwppbp §ynintiph, wnyjw; nby-
pnd’ pwlwuhpmpjul b yuuiwghnmpjul dhou, U pt np-
pul/ﬁ wytihG Yupnn GG 1hGh dtnpptpmudGtpp, tpp dhywuntin-
ynud E npwlg httmwgnuwlwb dsninbgniiGtinn:

Puliwmuppwljubi ghypnipynililikph nnljpipnp,
Unulpuyp U. Lndnlinunydp wiliy. whpwljul hwdwjuwpwbh

ypnpliunp b. U. Uwqhnnjw
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Of all the numerous publications on the Armenian
Genocide the present book clearly stands out as

intrinsically original and absolutely vital. Very much has
been said and written on the subject both in literature and in mass-
media. The unspeakable horrors the Armenians had to go through
in their ancient homeland under Ottoman yoke, particularly in the
early decades of the XX century, have been constantly discussed
by politicians, historians, sociologists, journalists and many other
experts in different spheres of social knowledge. The subject has
been treated so thoroughly that there seems to be hardly any patch
of historical ground to have been left uncovered.

However, the author of the book under discussion, Professor
Seda Gasparyan, a well-known expert in anglistic research, a
philologist of the highest qualification, has discovered an aspect
which has so far never been touched upon in Armenian Genocide
studies. It is the linguistic expression that distinguishes different
approaches to historical facts. The author makes an attempt to
study the enormous amount of problems that arise here from the
point of view of language — the best, the clearest and the most
convincing ‘piece of evidence’ that man could ever have, since it
is in language that the world is given to us and it is in language
that all our thoughts and intentions are encoded. Viewed from that
point, the quotation from the New Testament ("In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

15



God" - the Gospel, St. John) that opens the final chapter might
serve as an epigraph for the book as a whole.

There can be little doubt that this approach, where the main focus
is on the linguistic facts which encompass and fix the writer’s
intention in the choice of a particular word, word sequences, syntactic
constructions, etc., makes for the originality of the book and its
novelty. On this new road the author makes quite a few important
discoveries which, as we are going to see later, are of special
significance for some of the current trends in linguistic research. It
throws new light on the still currently important problem — that of
accepting and recognizing the monstrous crimes the Armenian people
had been suffering from under the Young Turk government in 1915 -
1923 (when one and a half million of Armenians were annihilated)
for what these crimes really were, that is for genocide in the full sense
of the word. What occurred at that time was deliberate murder of a
whole nation, pre-planned and pre-arranged to destroy not only the
people themselves, but also their culture, their religion, their
worldview, their material and moral values. This is in full accordance
with the definition of genocide given nowadays to the ugliest
phenomenon of our modern life.

Here, however, a set of questions may well be asked: where is
the problem? Why should another approach be searched for,
another kind of evidence be sought, yet another aspect be
discovered to prove what seems obvious enough? What a tragic
paradox that there still is need to prove the genocidal nature of the
horrors of 1915, that the recognition of the Armenian Genocide
should still remain a problem of current importance! As if there
were not enough evidence — mostly documentary — collected over
the years. As if this enormous amount of evidence were not
convincing enough to call those events by the name they deserve,
without any scruples about what is now euphemistically described

16



as ‘political correctness’. Had the international community openly
recognized and condemned the Armenian Genocide one hundred
years before, then and there, instead of trying to bury it in the
oblivion for several decades, who knows, maybe there would have
been no Hitler, no further horrors of fascism, with its new
genocides? And mankind would live happily ever after?

As it is, however, the present-day situation is far from being
simple. On the one hand, very many countries, as well as the European
Parliament have finally recognized the Armenian Genocide. On the
other hand, not only do the Turk officials continue to deny the crimes
of 1915 committed against the Armenians and ignore the opinion of
the international community, but they sometimes receive subtle
support from the scholarly sphere. From time to time there come out
publications whose authors (like, for example, Guenter Lewy and
Ronald Suny) at first sight, seem to claim ‘objectivity’ as their final
goal. This, incidentally, is a very clever move, since what can be
more attractive, especially to the young mind, than a seemingly
unbiased, unprejudiced approach to our past?

On closer inspection, however, these claims, as Prof. Gasparyan
shows most convincingly in the book under discussion, turn out to be
little short of ‘shifting’ the accents and skillfully ‘manipulating’ the
historical facts, twisting and turning them this way and that so as to
adjust them to the writer’s hidden purpose. What they aim at is to
tempt the reader to feel doubtful about the reality of the Armenian
Genocide, to make him believe that all this ‘talk’ about the Genocide
is largely ‘alarmist,” rather like an exaggeration that needs ‘cutting
down to size.” The resultant ‘sizable proportions,” however, confine
the reader to a completely distorted view of the problem where the
oppressors take upon the helpless and inoffensive look of panicking
innocence, shrinking with fear before the advancing troops of
Europeans and therefore ‘hardly knowing’ what they are doing,
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whereas the real victims, the true martyrs are presented as sly and
dangerous plotters, ready to attack and overthrow the regime.

One more thing to be noted in passing. Among other things
here, too, what seems to be particularly striking is the fact that
both Guenter Lewy and Ronald Suny belong to quite respectable
academic circles, holding posts of some importance at American
universities and even having titles of ‘Emeritus Professor,” which
makes it impossible to doubt their scholarly background.
Furthermore, Ronald Suny’s grandfather, Grigor Suny Mirzayan,
was a well-known Armenian composer, one of the founders of
modern Armenian music. He has always been and still is widely
admired for his devotion to Armenian folk tradition, carefully
preserved and followed in his own works. There is every reason to
believe, therefore, that, at least where Ronald Suny is concerned,
much greater respect for the tragic history of one’s own people
could be expected from someone of such noble descent.

Getting back to the case in point, another question has to be
raised: can we say with any amount of certainty that, generally
speaking, the writer’s real purpose, his true intention will ever be
accessible to the average reader? Will he always be able to have an
insight into the text to see through it and get at what the writer is
ultimately trying to impose on the reader’s view of such a tragic
period in Armenian history? Obviously, here we have to face
another problem — that of global changes our cultural paradigm has
to go through now that the former ‘book-based’ culture is most
energetically ousted by another kind of culture based on the
‘screen.” Unfortunately, our modern average reader (especially if his
age-group is from 20 to 35) can hardly be expected to ‘decipher’ the
writer’s intricate design adequately enough, since any kind of ‘close
inspection’ with respect to the written text presupposes a particular
‘style’ of reading — slow, thorough and analytical, with always a view
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to different shades of meaning. This, however, has for quite some
time been replaced by reading ‘diagonally’— that is, looking the text
through on the computer screen as quickly as possible in search of the
informative point. The ‘diagonal” approach, unfortunately, will leave
the reader ‘floating’ on the surface, so to speak, — taking what is
written for granted, without trying to subject it to critical analysis. In
the case of Guenter Lewy’s and Ronald Suny’s books this kind of
reading is particularly dangerous.

The material contained in the book by S. Gasparyan is studied
from different angles within different currently important trends of
modern linguistic research. It is the theory of global vertical context
of the speech event. It is also linguistic pragmatics with its focus on
the strategy and tactics of producing an impact on the ‘addressee’.
No less important are the results of the linguocognitive analysis to
which the author subjects her material to highlight the conceptual
dichotomic distinctions that have been formed in people’s
consciousness in the course of history through the painful experience
of the Armenians -Turks relations. And, last but not least, the material
has been studied through the prism of meaning equivalence, a highly
important aspect of linguistic research which unfortunately has been
‘shadowed’ lately by some other more ‘fashionable’ trends. The
results the author arrives at here show most clearly how fruitful the
analysis of lexis along these lines can be to unveil the hidden political
motives that lie behind the seemingly inoffensive preferences in the
choice of this or that particular word.

Special comment is also required as far as the references are
concerned. What presents interest here is not only the index of cited
literature, although this too is important in informative terms as it
shows how great the amount of what has been written on the subject
of the Armenian Genocide actually is, and at the same time how
increasingly is the Internet getting involved in the discussion of the
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issue. Moreover, it demonstrates the amount of effort that has been
spent by the author to collect and study all those numerous
publications thoroughly and systematically, not to mention the
author’s own contribution to the genocide studies. Special attention
should also be given to the numerous footnotes - 150 altogether. The
textual material contained in them is highly interesting from the
social-cultural and historical points of view.

A few words about what might be going to happen next, after
the book has been published. As I see it, every chapter here raises a
problem within this or that ‘frame’ of linguistic reference that needs
further research. The approach to the material selected for each
section being quite - one might say, unprecedentedly new and
original, there is every prospect of continuing the study along these
lines on the dissertation level. In other words, the publication of the
present book should be viewed as the starting point in a highly
exciting journey with many new roads facing the traveller waiting to
make his choice.

To conclude: the book under discussion is a unique achievement
not only in philology, but also in socio-cultural and historical studies,
since it offers a highly effective and absolutely original approach to the
problem of establishing the true position of the writer or speaker in
evaluating historical facts. Nothing of the kind has ever been
undertaken before. It shows the power of language in bringing out the
hidden motives and secret purposes of those who strive to mislead the
unsuspecting audience and distort the historical truth. At the same time
the book demonstrates the closest possible connection there exists
between different branches of scholarly research, such as philology and
history, and how much can be achieved when they join their forces.

Doctor of philological sciences,
Professor of MSU after M. Lomonosov
I.M.Magidova
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Preface

It is neither surprising, nor a mere chance that an
immeasurably vast scope of work has been done both in the study
of the issue of the Armenian Genocide and the study of genocide
in general. Genocide, a monstrous crime schemed by government
and aimed at total or partial annihilation of a nation, a religious
community, is in fact a crime against humanity at large. This
accounts for the fact that the recognition and condemnation of
perpetrated genocides, and the problem of their prevention, has
been under the constant scrutiny of scholars and the focal attention
of the international community.

Given the considerable scholarly achievements in the study
of genocide, at first glance it may seem that nothing more can
ever be accomplished. However, the phenomenon of genocide,
acknowledged by the United Nations on December 9, 1948, and
defined by the term genocide, has had large-scale consequences
and a devastating impact on all spheres of life, psychology,
linguistic thinking, national identity and other areas. The question
has been demonstrated copiously, both in very similar and unique
aspects, so that the need for a comprehensive research in this
field is beyond any doubt.

27



The point is that in various areas of research — history,
literature, philosophy, law, political science, psychology, arts and
other fields of study — the topic of massacres has been mainly
carried out disjointedly, often neglecting the approach of
comprehensive analysis of the problem. This gap is clearly visible
in the study of the Armenian Genocide issue. One may be
convinced in this when a reference is made to the recent works by
Prof. Seda Gasparyan, Doctor of Philology, where the examination
of the problem of the Armenian Genocide from the position of
cognitive linguistics is in fact unique. S. Gasparyan reveals
serious difficulties and unforgivable errors in the wording
pertaining to the problem of the Armenian Genocide, in the usage
of the vocabulary, its English equivalents and their proper
translation, all of which, as a rule, imply some political subtext.

Hence, based upon the imperative to fill in the mentioned gap
in Armenology, S. Gasparyan in recent years has undertaken the
study of this crucially important field. The results thus obtained,
namely numerous works, published and unpublished, including the
present monograph in English, she has presented them to the
Armenian and, more importantly, to the vast English-speaking
audience.

It should be mentioned first of all that whoever reads the
materials for this work (particularly a professional historian)
testifies to the author’s expertise in the topical historical literature.
Prof. Gasparyan frequently cites studies by a number of scholars
and discusses conceptual approaches put forth from a lingusitic
perspective. Parallels are drawn between terms in various
languages, namely English terms describing the issue of genocide.
The author reveals their deliberate use for political reasons in
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particular. The following is an attempt to address some of the most
notable points.

The expert knowledge of English allowed S. Gasparyan to
carry out an in-depth study of English publications by both
impartial historians and biased falsifiers. To some of them she
refers in her highly remarkable articles published in the Bulletin of
Yerevan University. Thus one of these publications addresses an
“opus” by Guenter Lewy — an “expert in genocide studies”, where
the mentioned author disputes the expediency of the usage of the
word genocide in terms of the Armenian massacre from a
supposedly “neutral position.” Prof. Gasparyan undermines this
“expert’s” arguments by claims found in his own text. Noting
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire as “gavurs” (infidels), Guenter
Lewy unwittingly confesses that they were deprived of their basic
human rights. Thus, it is quite sensible for the author of the present
book to conclude that they had good reason to fight for their rights
and dignity, though this was not a justification for mass killings.
She neither can consider acceptable Lewy’s inability to see
common grounds between the pre-planned destruction of
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and the Jewish Holocaust, nor
his qualification of “genocide” as an exclusively Jewish
phenomenon. She is quite justified to wonder if it is the similarities
or differences that matter, for she is sure that any genocide
committed against humanity should be condemned.

In the denial of the Armenian Genocide through deliberate
mishandling of language vocabulary and wording, certain
Armenian authors, as we may see in one of the chapters of the
present book, maintain the official Turkish stance; Ronald Suny,
just to mention one of them, is notoriously known for his biased
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approach. This famous ersatz-historian in fact blames
Armenians for the tragedy they incurred during World War I by
handling them as the instigators of mass killings and shifts the
charge for the crime solely onto Kurdish shoulders. Obviously,
such claims are aimed at freeing the Ottoman authorities from
the guilt of perpetration of the Great Armenian massacre. As
truly observed by S. Gasparyan, Suny, a habitual player-on-
words, does not challenge the use of the term “genocide” at first
glance, whereas in reality he does stand for a radical revisionist
position.

The author of the monograph has also referred to “A
Shameful Act ...” by Taner Akcam, a Turkish researcher and
sociologist, publicly known for his righteous position. As in other
cases, here too the very title of the work lays sufficient grounds
to reveal the author’s real objectives and the impartiality of his
attitudes. The Turkish intellectual calls on the Turkish authorities
to condemn their own shameful act, admit the fact of the
Armenian Genocide and clear off the shame from themselves.
Truly, we also share S. Gasparyan’s opinion that not all views of
Akgam are valid and acceptable to us, but his conviction to treat
the century old events as “genocide” deserves all respect and
appreciation.

Especially praiseworthy is the present research in exposing the
English equivalents of the term “yeghern”. Obviously enough, this
word has been translated and used in English publications quite
variously but these translations failed to express the real meaning
of the word as it is perceived today. Thus, it has been interpreted
as disaster, a vicious course of action, rascality, offence,

slaughter, carnage, massacre, etc. However, today, with the
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resolution on the definition of the term “genocide” developed by
Raphael Lemkin and adopted by the UN, the proper use of the
term gains special importance from the perspective of our tactics
and strategies on the issue of the Armenian Genocide. The
researcher comes to the conclusion that the existing Armenian
word “yeghern” has exactly the same meaning in the Armenian
language as the word “genocide”; they are indeed synonyms.
Nevertheless, for some political considerations, the President of
the United States prefers the Armenian word “yeghern” and
avoids using the internationally accepted term “genocide” in his
annual April 24 address. The intention is clear: to please the
Armenians, on the one hand, and not to offend Turkey — a strategic
ally — on the other.

S. Gasparyan does not avoid the discussion of the “Israel
and the Armenian Genocide” problem — another complex issue.
Here too she is well aware of both the Israeli statesmen’s
elusive, also anti-Armenian, stance and the honest Jewish
scholars’ (Israel Charny, Yair Auron and others) unbiased
approaches to the massacre of Armenians. The author is
absolutely right when she argues that despite Israeli officials’
refusal to recognize the Armenian Genocide, as early as the first
decades of the 20th century ethnic Jewish intellectuals like
Henry Morgenthau, Franz Werfel and others condemned the
perpetrators of the Armenian tragedy and used phrases like
“horrendous calamity” and “the greatest crime” in the very
sense that the term “genocide” is used nowadays and meant the
same phenomenon thereby.

To summarize, we can definitely say that Prof. Seda
Gasparyan has carried out a highly beneficial linguocognitive
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study on the Armenian Genocide which sheds light on a
completely new aspect of the problem. We are convinced that the
book will attract the attention of experts and every individual who
takes an interest in the problem of the Armenian Genocide.

Ashot Melkonyan,
Director of RA NAS Institute of History
Associate Member of RA National Academy of Sciences
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The language of truth is simple.
Euripides (BC 480-BC 4006)

Introduction

The recognition of the Armenian Genocide is one of the key
and intricate problems on the Armenian national agenda, often
spoken and written about. A variety of political, historiographical,
psychological and social analyses has been conducted, a profound
mass of venerable literature has been created, thereby introducing
the issue to the international community and drawing the consi-
deration of both Armenian and foreign scholars'.

' Cf. E. Gellner, Nations and Nationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983;
“The Armenian Genocide in Perspective (important essays by scholars)” / Ed.
R.Hovhannisian. New Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Books, 1986; V.
Dadrian, A Review of the Main Features of the Genocide // Journal of Political
and Military Sociology, vol. 22, N°l, 1994; V. Dadrian, The History of the
Armenian Genocide: Ethnic Conflict fiom the Balkans to Anatolia to the
Caucausus. Providence & Oxford: Berghahn Books, 1995; V. Dadrian, 7he Key
Elements in the Turkish Denial of the Armenian Genocide: A Case Study of
Distortion and Falsification. Canada: The Zoryan Institute, 1999; U. Q.
‘UbpuhwywG, Nwindmpjul [hnowmunplbbpp. hnpywolbn L hwgnppnidGan
[Patmutyan keghtsaramery: hodvatsner yev haghordumner ], Gp., <& QUU
hpww., 1998; U. Updwuquul, <pdbGwowppbp <wjwunmwlh  wqquihl
whymwbiqmpyul hujbguwipunpgh | Himnatarrer Hayastani azgayin anvtangutyan
hayetsakargi |, dwu 1, Gn., LntuwiyG hpwwn., 2004; H. Sassounian, 7he Armenian
Genocide. The World Speaks Out 1915-2005. Glendale, CA, 2005.
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After the Lausanne conference, in 1923-1965, the international
community skillfully evaded the issue of the Armenian Genocide
which sank into oblivion. This wall of disregard was torn down in
1965, at the nationwide rallies in Soviet Armenia on the
commemoration days of the 50th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, during the national liberation movement within the
Diaspora in the 1970s, which was to rise again still more
vigourously with the Karabakh movement in 1988. Along with the
liberation movement, the world media and scholarly periodicals
were flooded with information, interviews and eyewitness
testimonies; a great number of books, films, collections of
documents were published.

In the scientific elaboration of the problems connected with this
all-important issue, the Armenian historical and journalistic thought
has undoubtedly recorded great results. At the same time, a broad
range of work has also been done in different languages. For
example, from 1900 to the 1960s about 400 books were published in
France solely dedicated to the Armenian liberation movements,
Armenian massacres and especially the horrendous villainy of 19157,

Steps taken by different international organizations towards the
worldwide recognition and condemnation of the Armenian
Genocide, although not persistent at times, in a wider sense do have
some political and legal value from the perspective of the promotion
of the international process of its condemnation; they try to have a
positive impact on the Armenian-Turkish reconciliation. However,
as we try to assess the situation rationally we may see that these

P Cf. «Wwng  gbpuuywlmpmbn  (mumdGuuppnpnGiep)y [ Hayots
tseghaspanutyuny (usumnasirutyunner)’], fudp. N. <mJhwGGhujwG, L.Ionip-
ngw, L.UYpwngjwG L niphy., 6p., <puqnub hpwwn., 2001, ke 11-34.
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developments sometimes take the wrong path and appear as
occasionally pronounced untrue statements, comments and even
detrimental stereotypes. It should be mentioned that such statements
and comments, printed or broadcast, willingly or not, distort the
historical truth and disorient the world community. For instance, on
an occasion of the Genocide recognition act one may hear: “What
shall we do with the six million Kurds there once the land is
returned?” Or the repeatedly uttered “the recognition of the
Genocide cannot be in a day or in a year..., first Turkey should
change..., Turkey must admit the Genocide...”. These and other
erroneous comments’ may form a wrong view among the public
that once Turkey fails to admit the Genocide, the whole issue
comes to an impasse, or that Turkey should change before the
problem is solved.

It is no wonder that Turkey does everything to hinder the
extension of the matter, in particular the recognition of it by a vast
direct or indirect anti-Armenian propaganda having the denial of
the Armenian Genocide as a top priority for the Turkish
government”. It is interesting to note that Kamuran Giiriirn — a
Turkish political figure and historian, a vigorous proponent of the
anti-Armenian propaganada — avoids the term genocide and titles his
book “The Armenian File” on a reason that in the Turkish diplomacy
the concept Armenian cause does not exist at all’. Another vivid

3 <www.oukhtararati.com/haytararutyunner/Datapartman-jamanaky.php>
Retrieved [04.03.2014 21:56]

* The Turkish Ermeni Arastirmalar Enstitiisii [Ermeni Arashtyrmalary Ensti-
tyusyu] agency’s website suffices to prove this. Cf. <http://www.eraren.org/>
Retrieved [04.03.2014 21:56]

5 K. Giiriin, 7he Armenian File. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1985.
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example is H. B. Danisman’s interpretation of the issue.® With the
use of a rhetorical question in the title of his book (4n Armenian
Question ... ?) immediately followed by a speech act of suggestion
(Let’s Consider...!) the author reveals his distinct communicative
goal: to cast doubt on the fact of the Armenian Genocide which,
according to him, is still apt to be challenged, as well as get the
reader involved in the investigation of the facts intentionally
distorted by himself.

Moreover, the Turkish government employs various means to
assist foreign media, university departments, individual scholars,
and even translators to express and defend the Turkish views
because it is seriously concerned with the problem of the
Armenian “wedge” against the creation of a Greater Turan’.

It is no secret that with the ups and downs of the Turkish-
American relations the world media alternately restrain or unleash
anti-Armenian publications aimed at defending the Turkish denial of
the Armenian question and tend to please the Turks. In this respect,
particularly noteworthy are Le Monde, Le Figaro, The Times and
other papers and media agencies® which by dint of various linguistic
means and stylistic tricks of journalistic and research narrative, by
applying various principles and methods present the historical
events in their own preferable light and deny the undeniable truth.

S H. B. Danisman, An Armenian Question...? Let’s Consider...! Istanbul, 2005.

" E. Uras, The Armenians in History and the Armenian Question. Istanbul:
Documentary Publication, 1988.

8 Cf., for instance, D. Scheffer, Defuse the Lexicon of Slaughter // New York
Times. February 24, 2012.
<http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/24/opinion/defuse-the-lexicon-of
slaughter.html? r=0> Retrieved [04.03.2014 22:10]
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With such an abundance of materials on the Armenian
Genocide, nevertheless, some aspects of the issue need a thorough
examination. Today special attention should be paid to the study of
linguistic facts which are key elements of the textual mechanisms
of perversion and distortion of the historical events. And although
the legitimate cause of the Armenian Genocide issue is one of the
most significant goals of the Armenian historical and diplomatic
thought, and the historical, political and diplomatic outlooks of
Armenian scholars have attracted no less attention, the study of the
textual mechanisms (words, expressions, syntagmatic units and
syntactic constructions, terms and toponyms, as well as all kinds of
stylistic devices) is quite timely and ardent.

In the present study, the units of language are examined both
from linguistic and pragmatic viewpoints with the aim of
improving the process of the interlingual communication and
promoting its efficiency which in a broader sense will hopefully
pave the way to mutual understanding.

In the world media and different publications, as well as in
diplomatic correspondence, the perception of the implied meaning
obtained by an uncommon combination of linguistic signs is
largely enhanced by the perspective research spheres of speech
acts and implication theories of communication, so common in
linguistics for the last few decades.” In the present study an
attempt is made within an interpretive approach to view the text
from the positions of the speaker’s/author’s (i.e. one who produces

?'S. Levinson, Pragmatics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983; P.
Griffiths, An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics. Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press, 2006; H. Widdowson, Discourse Analysis.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, etc.

37



lingual signs) persuasive impact and the listener’s/reader’s (i.e.
one who interprets lingual signs) perception. The textual analysis
of perversed facts in various interpretations and commentaries
needs a thorough, comprehensive and systematic approach which
also implies a reference to the historical outlook of the problem as
to a corresponding element of the vertical context of the given
text."”

The textological analysis of diverse interpretations is quite a
new and important statement in the research of the issue under
consideration and is aimed at studying the linguistic expressions of
various attitudes towards the issue of the Armenian Genocide. This
will give an opportunity to bring the truthfulness of the
assessments to light, as well as identify the linguistic means and
textual methods of distorting the real facts."'

' 0. AxmanoBa, W. T'w066enet, Bepmukansiblii KOHMeKcm KaK Quionoeuueckas
npobnema [Vertikalniy contekst kak filologicheskaya problema] // Bompocsr
s3pikosHanns, N° 3, M., 1977; C. I'aciapsin, Quzypa cpasnenus 6 ynkyuo-
HamvHoM oceewjenuu [Figura —sravneniya v funktsional nom osveshchenii).
Epesan, Jlycaks, 2013.

""" Attempts have already been made along these lines, though unfortunately not
in a systematic way. Cf., for example, U. UpJuqyuC, <wjwumwih wun-
Udmipjuli jmuwpwGnidp wdbphlpywl qumdwgpnipjulG dko [ Hayastani
patmutyan lusabanumy amerikyan patmagrutyan mej (knnakan tesutyun) |,
Gp., Upmwaqgbipu hpww, 1998; «{wyng ghnuuwwlnipniln (niunidbwuf-
pnipnillin)y | “Hayots tseghaspanutyuny (usumnasirutyunner)” ], to 11-34.
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H. Morgenthau’s Reflections
on the Armenian Genocide

Henry Morgenthau’s considerations of the question of the
Armenian Genocide in his book The Murder of a Nation is based
on the author’s personal experience, as in 1913-1915 he served as
US Ambassador to Turkey and witnessed the massacres.'?

This conviction possessed the leaders of the Union

and Progress Party and now began to have a

determining effect upon Turkish national life and Turkish

policy. Essentially the Turk is a bully and a coward; he is

brave as a lion when things are going his way, but

cringing, abject, and nerveless when reverses are
overwhelming him.”

H. Morgenthau,

The Murder of a Nation, p. 4

'2 H. Morgenthau, 7he Murder of a Nation. New York: Armenian General
Benevolent Union of America, INC Publishers, 1974.

" In the present and further passages analysed in the monograph all the
linguistic elements emphasized by the author are presented in bold.
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The use of the noun bully (person who uses strength or power
to coerce others by fear'®) in the characterization of Turks notably
confirms the validity of the lexicographic definitions found in
different dictionaries.”” Though it may produce an impression of
bravery at its “face value,” in a deeper sense it tends to the next unit
— coward (a person having little or no bravery'®). Notable enough is
the use of the comparative utterance “he is brave as a lion when
things are going his way” and words following it (cringing, abject,
nerveless), which in the best way manifest the presence of the
apparent characteristics of fawning, meanness and utter absence of
courage'’ in the Turkish identity as perceived by the Ambassador.
Evidently, these are qualities verified by the personal experience of
the author and specified by his own perception.

Further in the narrative H. Morgenthau refers to the psycho-
logical premises of the racial policy by the Turkish government.

I was really witnessing a remarkable development in
race psychology — an almost classical instance of rever-
sion to type. The ragged, unkempt Turk of the twentieth
century was vanishing and in his place was appearing the
Turk of the fourteenth and the fifteenth, the Turk who had
swept out of his Asiatic fastnesses, conquered all the
powerful peoples in his way, and founded in Asia, Africa,

and Europe one of the most extensive empires that history

' The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976, p. 130.

" Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. Massachusetts: Merriam-
Webster Inc. Publishers, 1981; The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on
Historical Principles, vol.2. Oxford: Clarindon Press, 1978; etc.

' The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976, p. 236.

' M. Kouyoumdjian, A Comprehensive Dictionary: English-Armenian. Beirut-
Lebanon: G.Doniguian and Fils Publishers, 1981, p. 312, p. 4, p. 911.
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has known. If we are properly to appreciate this new
Talaat and Enver and the events which now took place,
we must understand the Turk who, under Osman and his
successors, exercised this mighty but devastating influ-
ence in the world. We must realize that the basic fact
underlying the Turkish mentality is its utter contempt for
all other races. A fairly insane pride is the element that
largely explains this strange human species. The common
term applied by the Turk to the Christian is “dog,” and in
his estimation this is no mere rhetorical figure; he actually
looks upon his European neighbours as far less worthy of
consideration than his own domestic animals. “My son,”
an old Turk once said, “do you see that herd of swine?
Some are white. Some are black, some are large, some are
small — they differ from each other in some respects, but
they are all swine. So it is with Christians.
H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, p. 5-6

In the given passage the author, with the confidence of an

eyewitness, refers to the backward processes in the psychology of the
Turks at the beginning of the 20th century when inside the ragged '
and unkempt "’ ethnic Turk of the crisis-stricken Empire the 14-15th
centuries type of the Turk arises who trampled on the centuries-old
civilizations and invaded and settled in Europe, part of Asia, Africa,
and had a devastating influence in the world. Hardly is it possible to
evaluate the images of Talaat and Enver if one is ignorant of the

'8 M. Kouyoumjian, /bid., p.1064.
' M. Kouyoumjian, /bid., p.1327.
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destructive ability of the Turk of the times of Osman and his
successors. The author notes the basic fact underlying the Turkish
psychology and mentality of utter contempt for all other races. Can
this utterly unjustified self-inspiration and self-exaltation ever be a
reliable basis for pride? This is a non-motivated fact rendered by H.
Morgenthau as being beyond the reasonable range of equitable
judgements and qualified by him through insane pride and strange
human species. This is the background against which Turkish
qualifications describing Christian nations as dogs and swines come
of no surprise. By quoting the elderly Turk’s opinion of the Christians
(Do you see that herd of swine? Some are white. Some are black,
some are large, some are small — they differ from each other in some
respects, but they are all swine. So it is with Christians), the author
tries to picture the precise ambience of contempt and humiliation
forced by Turks in this period on Christian nationals and, to some
extent, neighbouring Europeans who also were debased lower than
the Turks themselves and even their livestock (the Turk actually looks
upon his European neighbours as far less worthy of consideration
than his own domestic animals).

The concept “Turk” in Ambassador Morgenthau’s interpreta-
tion takes on other negative flavour due to the devastating and
destructive role Turks played in turning the Middle East into a
desert, as well as due to the deplorable misery the population of the
big cities in the Middle East had appeared in, and also the fact that
Turks having usurped the civilization of their subjects now hated
them from the bottom of their heart.

Over all this part of the world the Turk now swept
as a huge, destructive force. Mesopotamia in a few
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years became a desert; the great cities of the Near
East were reduced to misery, and the subject peoples
became slaves. Such graces of civilization as the Turk
has acquired in five centuries have practically all been
taken from the subject peoples whom he so greatly
despises. <...>
The Turks have learned little of European art or
science, they have established very few educational
institutions, and illiteracy is the prevailing rule. The
result is that poverty has attained a degree of
sordidness and misery in the Ottoman Empire which is
almost unparalleled elsewhere. The Turkish peasant
lives in a mud hut; he sleeps on a dirt floor; he has
no chairs, no tables, no eating utensils, no clothes
except the few scant garments which cover his back
and which he usually wears for many years. <...>
They could not wunderstand that conquered
people were anything except slaves. When they took
possession of a land, they found it occupied by a
certain number of camels, horses, buffaloes, dogs, swine,
and human beings. <...>
The sultans similarly erected the several peoples,
such as the Greeks and the Armenians, into separate
“millets”, or nations, not because they desired to
promote their independence and welfare, but because
they regarded them as vermin, and therefore
disqualified for membership in the Ottoman state.
H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, p.7-9
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In the passage, units with negative connotational colouring —
destructive force, Mesopotamia in a few years became a desert,
the great cities were reduced to misery, the subject peoples
became slaves, illiteracy is the prevailing rule — strike the
reader’s attention. Their usage, anyway, 1is aimed at
complementing the outstanding traits of the portrait of the Turk,
the executor of a genocide. Meanwhile, if, for example, the
destructive force directly characterizes the Turk as a devastating
power, other statements point to it indirectly by presenting the
conditions of sheer misery, illiteracy, uncivilized living (the
Turkish peasant lives in a mud hut; he sleeps on a dirt floor)
and lifestyle (he has no chairs, no tables, no eating utensils,
etc.) as a result of not only a deepening economic crisis in the
country, as the diplomat notes, but, I believe, also of abiding by
the traditions of a nomadic life. And although during the five
centuries of dominance the Turks had appropriated the
civilization of their subject Christian nations, very little had they
learned of European culture and civilization.

In the passage above the combination of graces of civilization
with the rest of the expression tends to clarify for the reader that
the author’s evaluative attitude towards the Christian nations of the
land conquered and subjected by Turks is positive in contrast to his
attitude towards the Turks who treated their subjects as slaves
(they could not understand that conquered people were anything
except slaves). Moreover, acts of “deportation and isolation”
undertaken by Turks were never caused by “democratic” Turkey’s
“noble endeavours” to endorse the independence and welfare of
the Christian peoples but merely because they were infidel
Christians and even vermin as the Turks rendered them.
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Quite a different picture is H. Morgenthau’s description of an
Armenian.

In the north-eastern part of Asia Minor, bordering
on Russia, there were six provinces in which the
Armenians formed the largest element in the
population. From the time of Herodotus this portion
of Asia has borne the name of Armenia. The
Armenians of the present day are the direct
descendants of the people who inhabited the country
three thousand years ago. Their origin is so ancient
that it is lost in fable and mystery. There are still
undeciphered cuneiform inscriptions on the rocky hills of
Van, the largest Armenian city, that have led certain
scholars — though not many, I must admit — to identify the
Armenian race with the Hittites of the Bible. What is
definitely known about the Armenians, however, is that
for ages they have constituted the most civilized and
most industrious race in the eastern section of the
Ottoman Empire. <...>

Everywhere they are known for their industry,
their intelligence, and their decent and orderly lives.
They are so superior to the Turks intellectually and
morally that much of the business and industry had
passed into their hands. With the Greeks, the
Armenians constitute the economic strength of the
empire.

<...> Through this period the Armenians have
regarded themselves not as Asiatics, but as Europeans.
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They speak an Indo-European language, their racial
origin is believed by scholars to be Aryan, and the fact
that their religion is the religion of Europe has always
made them turn their eyes westward. And out of that
western country, they have always hoped, would some
day come the deliverance that would rescue them from
their murderous masters.
H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, p.16-17

The passage clearly shows that the Ambassador is not only
well acquainted with historical and geographical facts concerning
the Armenians but feels a deep sympathy towards this most
civilized and most industrious race in the eastern section of the
Ottoman Empire who regard themselves more European than
Asiatic. And while he perceives Turks as nomads,*’ he alludes to
the connection between Armenians and the Hittites of the Bible.
Since the times of Herodotus this part of Asia has been called
Armenia and Armenians of the present descend from the people
who inhabited the country three thousand years ago, as testified
by the cuneiform inscriptions on the rocky hills of Van. As for
Armenians holding key positions in the trade and manufacturing of
the land, this can be explained exclusively by their intelligence
and industry, their moral and psychological stature and level of
civilization, traits in which they undoubtedly surpassed the Turks
(they are so superior to the Turks intellectually and morally).

" H. Morgenthau, 7he Murder of a Nation. New York: Armenian Benevolent
Union of America, INC Publishers, 1974, p. 6-7.
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The presence of the positive expressive-emotional overtones
in this passage (intelligence, decent, orderly, civilized,
industrious, etc.) immediately reveals the author’s stance on the
evaluation of the image of an Armenian. Meanwhile, the diplomat
does not consider it incidental that for deposing the yoke of their
murderous masters Armenians have always pinned their hopes
and expectations on the West as far as they, according to scholarly
studies, like most Europeans, are Aryans, their language is of the
same Indo-European origin, and they are Christians as well.

In the named book by H. Morgenthau some manifestations of
the author’s linguistic and psychological perceptions can also be
found in dialogues where in the light of the author’s perception of
Talaat’s image the conceptual scope of the unit “Turk” is filled
with more and more negative charges:

Technically, of course, I had no right to interfere.
According to the cold-blooded legalities of the situation,
the treatment of Turkish subjects by the Turkish
Government was purely a domestic affair;, unless it
directly affected American lives and American interests,
it was outside the concern of the American Government.
When 1 first approached Talaat on the subject, he called
my attention to this fact in no uncertain terms. This
interview was one of the most exciting which I had had
up to that time.

So I began to talk about the Armenians at Konia. 1
had hardly started when Talaat’s attitude became even
more belligerent. His eyes lighted up, he brought his
jaws together, leaned over toward me, and snapped out:
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“Are they Americans?”

The implications of this question were hardly
diplomatic; it was merely a way of telling me that the
matter was none of my business. In a moment Talaat
said this in so many words.

“The Armenians are not to be trusted,” he said,
“besides, what we do with them does not concern the
United States.”

H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, pp.58- 59

This is H. Morgenthau’s conversation with Talaat concerning
the events in the Empire at the beginning of the century. The
author himself testifies that the interview was very agitating. As a
diplomat the author was well aware that his intercession had no
lawful grounds because problems concerning the Turkish subjects
were the internal affairs of the Turkish government, unless they
somehow touched American interests. Nevertheless he could not
avoid this talk as a human incapable of viewing human fates cold-
heartedly, particularly that he sensed himself a friend of the
Armenians.’' In other words, the Ambassador’s conversation with
Talaat was beyond the scope of his diplomatic mission,
nevertheless, he hoped to intervene, earn Talaat’s good will, keep
him from committing the crime and save the Christian minorities,
especially Armenians from annihilation. However, during the
conversation the Ambassador unveiled Talaat as an embodiment of
malice and hatred. Talaat’s question — Are they Americans? —

! H. Morgenthau, /bid., pp. 58-59.
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with its hidden implicit meaning could hardly be considered either
friendly or diplomatically acceptable as the implications of the
question were hardly diplomatic.

It is well known that the illocutionary goal of an interrogative
statement is generally the question itself but in this particular
conversational situation the question “Are they Americans?” is
interrogative only in form inasmuch as it is not aimed at obtaining
relevant information. In other words, although in this dialogue it is
apparently a question concerning the problem raised by the
Ambassador, as such it has no concrete addressee, and in this
particular context it lacks the illocutionary force typical of an
interrogative sentence. The listener wants to guess the speaker’s
communicative intention and applies a certain strategy of coming
to a conclusion developed through the following steps.

First, it may be assumed that according to the rules for
regulating interrogative sentences the listener is expected to
answer “yes” or “no” (Step 1). However, the verbal situation here
does not actually demonstrate the speaker’s interest in a possible
reply by the listener. The assumption that the speaker asks with an
expectation of an answer seems irrelevant (Step 2). One has to
summarize only that what the speaker says is not a real question
claiming an answer; it has a certain hidden, underlying pragmatic
purpose. What is the purpose? (Step 3). Proceeding from the
speech situation, hence from the content of the context we can
conclude that offering this rhetorical question the speaker simply
expresses his discontent and urges the listener not to interfere
(Step 4). In case of no other possible implicit purpose the
illocutionary force of the plea is ascribed to the utterance. What the
speaker really intends to convey is the following: “I don’t
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appreciate your deep concern about or sympathetic attitude
towards Armenians. Don’t interfere, it’s none of your
business”. Of course, in a real communication these steps are
made subconsciously, based on the general principles of
communication as well as on general background knowledge, and,
more important, on the context of the utterance.

In other words it is well beyond any doubt that the given
piece of speech in this conversational situation claims an
additional communicative sense and serves both purposes of the
speaker:

a) make it clear that he is altogether displeased with his
interlocutor’s concern over the fate of Armenians,

b) urge him keep away and never intervene in the Armenian-
Turkish relationship.

Thus, the rhetorical question functions in two ways
simultaneously: both as non-literal and indirect.** The probability
of the realization of these functions already occurs in the change of
Talaat’s mood before the question is formulated, and this is borne
out by the following statement in the passage: Talaat’s attitude
became even more belligerent.

As far as Talaat’s determination and persistence in the
execution of the Genocide is concerned, one may note that in the
passage they are disclosed by various paralinguistic means:
brought his jaws together; snapped out.

22 On non-literal and indirect utterances cf. R. Giora, On Our Mind: Salience,
Context, and Figurative Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003,
pp. 63-153; H. Colston, A. Katz, Figurative Language Comprehension.
London: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers, 2005; P. Griffiths, An
Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2006.
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Fanaticism characteristic of Talaat’s image is revealed in his
further judgements, too. Thus, for example,

“It is no use for you to argue,” Talaat answered,
“we have already disposed of three quarters of the
Armenians, there are none at all left in Bitlis (Arm.
Baghesh — S.G.), Van, and Erzerum (Arm. Karin —
S.G.). The hatred between the Turks and the
Armenians is now so intense, that we have got to finish
with them. If we don’’t, they will plan their revenge.”

“If you are not influenced by humane
considerations,” | replied, “think of the material loss.
These people are your business men. They control
many of your industries. They are very large tax-payers.
What would become of you commercially without them?”

“We care nothing about the commercial loss,”
replied Talaat. “We have figured all that out and we
know that it will not exceed five million pounds. We
don’t worry about that. I have asked you to come here
so as to let you know that our Armenian policy is
absolutely fixed and that nothing can change it. We
will not have the Armenians anywhere in Anatolia.
They can live in the desert but nowhere else.”

1 still attempted to persuade Talaat that the
treatment of the Armenians was destroying Turkey in
the eyes of the world, and that his country would never
be able to recover from this infamy.

“You are making a terrible mistake,” I said, and 1

repeated the statement three times.
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“Yes, we may make mistakes,” he replied, “but” —
and he firmly closed his lips and shook his head — “we
never regret.”

H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, pp.66-67

Talaat’s confession that there are no Armenians at all left in Bitlis,
Van, and Erzerum is as apparent and impudent as the total absence of
remorse (we never regret), which he expresses with resolute certainty.
The Ambassador’s arguments prove useless (it is no use for you to
argue). Even the aggravating financial and economic crisis caused by
the deportation of Armenians, as the author believes, cannot bear
regret in Talaat; as for mere human and humane considerations, they
are completely alien to him (If you are not influenced by humane
considerations ... think of the material loss). He readily ignores the
fact that Armenians are the prominent manufacturers, tradesmen and
tax-payers (These people are your business men. They control many
of your industries. They are very large tax-payers). He does not care
that actions against Armenians irrevocably defame his country’s
reputation in the world (was destroying Turkey in the eyes of the
world), and his country would never be able to recover from this
infamy. Thus the Ambassador’s strategy to lead the dialogue through
the right path and persuade Talaat is completely in vain: no remorse;
Talaat remains dogged even if he admits all the awfulness of their
mistake (Yes, we may make mistakes ...but we never regret). An
important linguocognitive marker is the statement “... our Armenian
policy is absolutely fixed * and ... nothing can change it” which

» The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976, p. 396.
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exposes the pre-planned and absolutely unchangeable policy in the
Armenian issue adopted by the Young Turks’ government, as well as
the irreversibility of its execution (nothing can change it). The use of
the Past Participle of the verb to fix (fixed) which conveys the idea of
a completed action, as well as the fact that these words are
pronounced by Talaat — the Minister of the Interior of Turkey and one
of the leaders of “Union and Progress” — the ruling party at that time,
leave no doubt that the Genocide they executed (one and a half
million victims) could not be caused by a spontaneous action.

Talaat’s frenzy against Armenians is summarized in one of his
later talks with the Ambassador.

Talaat’s attitude towards the Armenians was
summed up in the proud boast which he made to his
friends: “I have accomplished more toward solving
the Armenian problem in three months than Abdul
Hamid accomplished in thirty years!”

H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, p.71

The excerpt presents Talaat’s boastful statement: the thirty-
year-long efforts of Abdul Hamid to solve the Armenian problem
could not get the result he did achieve in three months only (1 have
accomplished more).

The following passage shows that in a last effort the
Ambassador decides to go back to the Armenian problem again,
albeit absolutely aware of Talaat’s nature and of the official
Turkish policy on this point and with almost no hope of a positive
outcome (another appeal would be useless). However, he was so
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depressed and dispirited by the atrocious attitude of the Turkish
government towards Armenians and even more atrocious methods
of realizing their plan that he could not step aside.

And now for the last time I spoke on the subject
that had rested so heavily on my mind for many
months. | feared that another appeal would be
useless, but I decided to make it.

“How about the Armenians?”

Talaat’s geniality disappeared in an instant. His
face hardened and the fire of the beast lighted up his
eyes once more.

“What'’s the use of speaking about them?” he said,
waving his hand. “We are through with them. That’s
all over.”

Such was my farewell with Talaat. “That's all
over” were his last words to me.

H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, p.120-121

On hearing the Ambassador’s inquiry about Armenians
Talaat’s positive mood vanished at once (Talaat's geniality
disappeared in an instant), his face hardened, the fire of the
beast lighted up his eyes once more and he replied that it was
pointless to raise the issue, everything was finished, and their
problem was solved (We are through with them. That’s all over).

The metaphorical expression the fire of the beast lighted up
his eyes 1is, as it were, the last touch of the diplomat’s brush to
complete Talaat’s portrait, a picture painted in thick colours of

54



ferocity, fanaticism and frenzy. The parallelism underlying this
metaphor — Talaat’s fiery eyes full of thirst for Armenian blood
and the beast grinning to devour its prey — accomplishes the
reader’s understanding of not only Talaat as a person but also the
vicious ideology whose ardent bearer and preacher he was.

Further in the narrative H. Morgenthau passes from
characterizing the private image of Talaat to portaying the
general image of ‘Turk’. Thus:

“Why can’t you let us do with these Christians as
we please?”

I had frequently remarked that the Turks look
upon practically every question as a personal matter,
yet this point of view rather stunned me. However, it
was a complete revelation of Turkish mentality, the
fact that, above all considerations of race and religion,
there are such things as humanity and civilization,
never for a moment enters their mind. They can
understand a Christian fighting for a Christian and a
Jew fighting for a Jew, but such abstractions as justice
and decency form no part of their conception of things.

H. Morgenthau,
The Murder of a Nation, pp. 63

The context of the passage reveals some rigid stereotypes
peculiar to the Turkish nation (the Turks look upon practically
every question as a personal matter), and as Morgenthau
mentions, Turks cannot comprehend abstract and noble ideas like
humanity and civilization, justice and decency, values that can

55



never be subordinated to any form of racism and religious
fanaticism.

In contrast to H. Morgenthau’s honest and truthful presentation
of the horrendous picture of the genocidal events of 1915 and the
following years, in all the multilingual abundance of literature on
this matter there are, unfortunately, quite a few publications which
treat the fact of the Genocide skeptically, deny or even justify the
perpetrated felony on some baseless reason and actually proclaim
the authors’ negating disposition by disputing the genocidal nature
of the crime against Armenians in 1915.
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Guenter Lewy and
His “Truth”

Guenter Lewy’s “opus” — “The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman
Turkey: A Disputed Genocide” (2004), is particularly notable in the
sense that it has the denial of the Genocide at its core. Although Lewy
claims his position as being completely unbiased and his aim as
disclosing the truth, his truth is obviously far from being true.

As 1s the case with various books on the same issue, this work by
G. Lewy catches the reader’s attention with its very title.*
Apparently, any written work in its entirety is rendered as a unified
text, and the title itself, as the heading of that text, reflects the main
quest of the book and the author’s own stand towards the problem in

 In our studies we have had the opportunity to highlight the significance of a
heading of any text. Cf. S. Gasparyan, G. Harutyunyan, L. Gasparyan,
Interpretations of the Armenian Genocide: A Linguocognitive Study // “Language,
Literature & Art in Cross-Cultural Contexts,” AASE-3 International Conference.
Programme and Abstracts. Yerevan, 2011; U. Guuuupyu, L. Guuupupud,
fonpbluwgn  «Munmdmpuld <wyng» Gphh Jeplweppp L g wlqpbpkl
puwnquwbGmpymbn [Khorenatsu «Patmutyun Hayotsy yerki veragiry yev dra
angleren targmanutyuny] // Pw6ptp GplwwGh hwdwpuwpuwGh. pwGuup-
pmpyG, Gn., 2010, 9 40-47; also I'. T'acmapsin, HMumespupyrowan ¢yuxyus
sazonoska 6 pacckaze B. Caposna “Antranik of Armenia” | Integriruyushchaya
funktsiya zagolovka v rasskaze W.Saroyana “Antranik of Armenia”] // Qqudanp-
20, 6n., ‘Lnjul mwwwb hpww., 2011.
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dispute. And as any title suggests the conceptual contents of the text,
as well as the author’s intention and is also meant to bring together
and unite its various parts, the appropriate perception and rendering
of the title can rightly be considered the first step along the process of
the adequate perception and understanding of the conceptual and
cognitive entirety of the work. If in some cases the issue in question
and the author’s evaluative approach may by various linguistic means
be encoded, hence implicitly expressed in the title, in G. Lewy’s work
mentioned above they are almost explicitly manifest. Though it might
seem, at first sight, that by using the expression of “a disputed
Genocide” the author merely records the confronting approaches to
the fact of the Genocide available in the scope of the discussion of the
issue. But viewing the title from the “whole” — “part” correlation one
can reveal the author’s negative point and its intrinsic tendency to
plant seeds of mistrust against the historical reality.

G. Lewy makes absolutely groundless efforts to support his
observations with a statement that no authentic documentary
evidence exists to prove the culpability of the central government
of Turkey for the massacre of 1915—16 (p. 250): Whereas there are
numerous documents pertaining to the issue.”> They are mostly

** Not long ago the Museum-Institute of the Armenian Genocide published a great
number of documents from the historical-diplomatic archives of the Italian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs concerning the Armenian issue in the period from 1913 to 1923.
Italy turned out to be one of the superpowers of the time in whose archives a
notable amount of documents related to the Armenian Genocide and the Armenian
issue at large have been preserved, though, unfortunately, so far unknown, with just
a few exceptions, to the Armenian readers and professional circles. Investigations
showed that these documents are gathered and presented there under the general
title of Armenia — an interesting fact speaking for itself, especially from the view
that Western Armenia, though having lost its statehood even before the Ottoman
period, is however perceived as Armenia. <http://www.genocide-museum.am/
arm/italy-document.php> Retrieved [04.03.2014, 22:35]
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being kept in the archives of the former embassies of the European
countries to Turkey and in other files. Among the immense collection
of diplomatic correspondence relating to the fact of the Genocide, the
three volumes entitled “The Armenian Genocide: Turkey’s
Responsibility and the Liability of the World. Documents and
Comments,” edited by Yuri Barseghov — a professor of International
Law, Doctor of Jurisprudence, are especially prominent.*® They
include documentary evidence which sheds light on both the facts of
planning-preparing and executing the Armenian Genocide. These
documents, from the embassies of the world powers, provide proof,
irrefutable from political and diplomatic viewpoints, about the
Turkish government being undoubtedly responsible for the policy of
extermination of Armenians from Western Armenia in 1915-1923
and for the consequent events thereof.

Document No. 634 (vol. 2), for example, represents the report
(dated 20 December, 1915) of Germany’s Consul to Aleppo to the
Reichskanzler von Bethmann Hollweg. It includes the overt statement
of the Commissar of Home Affairs in charge of the deportations: “We
need Armenia without Armenians”. According to the Consul, the
Turkish Government has consistently pursued that very principle.

According to another document (No. 655), A. Mikoyan, a
member of the Caucasian Regional Committee, reports to V. Lenin
that the Turkish Government follows a policy of extermination of
Armenians as a result of which “Turkish Armenia is devoid of
Armenians” (Moscow, December, 1919). In yet another document

2 “Tenoyuod apman: omeemcmeennocms Typyuu u 06A3AMETLCMEA MUPOBOLO
coobugecmsa. J{oxymenmol u kommenmapuu”’ [ Genotsid arm an: otvetstvennost’
Turtsii 1 ob’azatel’stva mirovogo soobshchestva. Dokumenty i kommentarii”] /
nox pexn. FO. I'. bapcerosa, T. 1, 2, 3. M., u3n-Bo I'apmapuku, 2002, 2003, 2005.
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(No. 642; Tiflis, 26 July, 1918) General Kress von Kressenstein, the
Head of the German military mission in the Caucasus, reports to the
Foreign Ministry about Germany’s complicity in the massacres of
Armenians and states that Germany must take measures to prevent
the extermination of one and a half million of Christians by the
Turkish authorities, otherwise the public opinion, as well as history
will hold Germany partly responsible for sharing the guilt in the
atrocities perpetrated against Armenians in 1915.

Was, then, G. Lewy entitled to “open up new perspectives,”
as he claims, and convey ‘“reliable” information to the reader
about the Armenian problem if he was unaware of or even
inadequately familiar with, willingly or not, the preceding and
many other available sources and documents (both Turkish and
Western)? The answer is an unequivocal “No,” and the best proof
for this “No” is the survey “endeavoured” by G. Lewy himself and
the falsehood of his statements.

Interestingly, portraying the conditions the Armenians in
Western Armenia were in until the beginning of the 19th century,
Lewy records details of their economic, legal, moral and
pshychological state. Although in the mentioned period Armenians
had not suffered any systematic oppression, they were second-class
citizens who had to pay special taxes and wear a distinctive hat, they
were not allowed to carry or possess arms, their testimony was often
repudiated in the courts, and they were not allowed to fill the highest
administrative or military posts. The following is a passage from his
book:

Until the beginning of the nineteenth century
Armenians had not suffered from any systematic
oppression. They were second-class citizens who had
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to pay special taxes and wear a distinctive hat, they
were not allowed to bear or possess arms, their
testimony was often rejected in the courts, and they
were barred from the highest administrative or
military posts. The term gavur or kafir (meaning
unbeliever or infidel) used for Christians had
definite pejorative overtones and summed up the
Muslim outlook. Still, as Ronald Suny has noted,
despite all discriminations and abuses, for several
centuries the Armenians had derived considerable
benefit from the limited autonomy made possible by
the millet system.
G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 4

As can easily be seen from the passage, the social state of
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire towards the beginning of the
19th century was in fact unbearable. So was the attitude Turks
showed to the “unbelievers.” Introducing the word gavur (kafir’’)
and it synonymous units unbeliever and infidel into the text, thus
stressing the negative value of the word,”® the author reaffirms
that it really was a humiliating and vilifying atmosphere the

7 The Arabic kifir is interpreted as “unbeliever, infidel.” Cf. Encarta World
English Dictionary (North American Edition), Microsoft Corporation, 2007.

*® This Arabic borrowing (kafir) entered into the Turkish language and spread
as gavur still back in the second half of the 16th century. It is used in
contemporary Turkish in the same meaning as infidel (an offensive way of
referring to smb. who does not believe in what the speaker considers to be the
true religion) (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Oxford - New York:
Oxford University Press, 2001, p. 665) and has several orthographic
variances (giaour, gawur or ghiaour).
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Armenians in the Ottoman Empire lived in. The word gavur
having obvious pejorative overtones sums up the Muslim outlook
on Christians as it also referred to other minorities of the Ottoman
Empire like ethnic Greeks, Syrians, Bulgarians, Serbs, etc.”’
However, Lewy does not seem to worry about these facts. He
chooses to rely on Ronald Suny’s words according to which
despite all discriminations and abuses, for several centuries the
Armenians had derived considerable benefit from the limited
autonomy availed by the millet system (p. 4). He ignores the fact
that Armenians, who had been living in the land of their ancestors
for thousands of years, who had created a rich civilization and,
being endowed with creative talents, were the preeminent regional
power, were disqualified as second-class citizens whose rights
could be violated at every step, and who were not even a nation
but an “ethnic minority” from a Turkish perspective. Does Lewy
really fail to understand that as a result of the seeds of hostility
planted by the authorities, a sense of “aliens deprived of any
rights” was sure to be rooted in the public perception with regard
to minorities;* that the government’s pre-planned activities would
reach their goal, and Armenians would change from their status of
ethnic minority to a common public enemy, as the Turks qualified

%% <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infidel> Retrieved [04.03.2014, 22:48]
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giaour> Retrieved [04.03.2014, 22:48]

% The use of expressions like “Armenian bastard,” “Armenian sham” in the
colloquial Turkish speech testify to that. Cf. . QYhGp, &Gpgn: dmn dngn-
ymipn, bplni hbpm hwplaul | Yerku mot zhoghovurd, yerku heru harevan),
punqy. U. UndniGojwG, Gp., LntuwlyG hpww., 2009, ko 58. The unveiled
contempt and animosity towards the “gavurs” have even penetrated into
Turkish sayings, proverbs and songs. Cf. B. I'opaneBckmii, /3 ucmopuu
OCMAHCKOU nOCnosuybl U no2ogopxu [Iz istorii osmanskoy poslovitsy i
pogovorki | // Kusas crapuna, sem. [I-1I1. M., 1909, c. 116.
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them; and finally alongside with other ethnic minorities would be
viewed as a threat to the security of the Empire? Moreover, the
Empire suffering from the syndrome of land-losing had already
adopted the conviction that ethnic minorities like Armenians who
were a constant threat to the state should not, to put it mildly, exist
and grow in number. Such a policy was sure to bear in Armenian
souls a longing for independence from the Empire. It is no wonder
H. Dink wrote that “Armenians were the last of the peoples of the
region to wake up and the one to suffer the grossest loss...
Armenians seem to have paid by their national tragedy for all
nations broken from the Ottoman Empire.”"

Lewy, apparently, could not evade the negative side of the
matter; nevertheless, by quoting R. Suny’s point, he tries to
persuade the unsophisticated reader that the millet system had been
rather beneficial for Armenians and that black clouds darkened the
clear sky of the Empire by Russia’s intrusion and with the
liberation movement in Bulgaria.

Matters came to a head in the wake of the
Bulgarian revolt against Ottoman rule in 1876.
Reports reaching the West about the ferocious manner
in which the rebellion had been suppressed helped
solidify the image of the “terrible Turk”. Russian
public opinion clamored for help to the Southern Slavs,
and in April 1877 Russia declared war upon Turkey.
The commander of the Russian army invading eastern
Anatolia was a Russian Armenian, Mikayel Loris-

V&, YaGp, oyl inbigmys [1bid], p. 59.
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Melikov (his original name was Melikian). The
Russian troops included many Russian Armenians;
Armenians from Ottoman Anatolia were said to have
acted as guides. The spread of pro-Russian sentiments
among the Armenians of Anatolia, who hoped that
Russia would liberate them from the Turkish yoke, was
well known. All this alarmed the Ottoman government
and raised doubts about the reliability of the
Armenians. The transition from ‘“the most loyal
millet” to a people suspected to be in league with
foreign enemies was complete.
G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 7

As the context of the passage shows, it is by the Bulgarian rise
in rebellion itself, the Armenian-Russian relations and the
Armenians’ desire for liberation that Lewy tends to explain the
gradual disappearance of the image of the “tolerant Turk™ and the
birth of the notion of the “terrible Turk.” From his pro-Turkish
position he reckons this situation intolerable for Turkey. He is
convinced that it was the foreign intrusion that made the Turkish
government mistrust Armenians. This idea is particularly
emphasized in the author’s utterances of doubt and concern
(alarmed, raised doubts about the reliability of the Armenians,
suspected to be in league with foreign enemies). In fact, the
author indirectly cajoles the crime of the Ottoman Empire; he does
not take into account that crimes against humanity never have (and
in no case can have) extenuating circumstances.
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There is an emphasis on the Armenian desire to cast aside the
Turkish yoke in Lewy’s further judgements as well. Thus:

The new friendly relations between the Dashnaks
and the CUP survived even a new massacre of Arme-
nians in Adana and other parts of Cilicia that took
place in the wake of a conservative countercoup in
April 1909. For some time, it appears, the leader of the
Armenian community of Adana, Archbishop Musheg,
had urged his people to acquire arms, had voiced
chauvinistic ideas, and had engaged in what was per-
ceived as contemptuous behavior toward the Muslim.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p.33

G. Lewy tries to present the matter as if the good relationship
of the Dashnak Armenians and the Young Turks remained stable
even after the massacres of Adana and elsewhere in Cilicia in
May 1909. Albeit he is sure that Armenians led by the Bishop of
Adana were seeding animosity towards the Muslims and called
for actions against them. Lewy’s “conviction” that from 1909
Armenians had launched military actions against the Young Turk
government is revealed by the quote Archbishop Musheg, had
urged his people to acquire arms, had voiced chauvinistic ideas,
and had engaged in what was perceived as contemptuous
behavior toward the Muslim). However, this idea of Lewy can
be argued for the true history of Armenia, documented in various
sources and proved by testimonies of witnesses, manifesting that
landslide atrocities in Cilicia had already unveiled the actual
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nature of the Young Turk Constitutional government: they had
already proved to be the devoted followers of the former Sultan-
ruled Turkey. Consequently, after the massacres of April 1909
there could be no way for good relationship.*

At the same time, he overlooks the other side of the issue —
Armenians were growing more and more distrustful for future as
they sensed the effects of the mistreatment on their own back.
They found themselves in a situation where they deeply sensed
they could face a real threat at any moment of time. The
discouraging official policy towards Armenians, the unhealthy
psychological condition of being deprived of their rights in their
own land, humiliation and the authorities’ bias to see an Armenian
trail behind any threat could, certainly, reinforce the desire for
freedom and dignity in Armenians and push them to self-defense.”

Reflecting on the correlation of the Armenian Genocide and the
Jewish Holocaust, G. Lewy denies that Hitler undertook the
extermination of the Jews following the example of the Ottoman
strategy. The key argument for this denial by Lewy is that there exist
no facts or proofs of Hitler ever saying: “Who still talks nowadays of
the extermination of the Armenians?” Thus:

2 Cf. &, UninGywG, <uybph quiqiuowpl mnnpuoGhpp Ghphlhugnd
(1909p. wuyppy) [ Hayeri zanguatsayin kotoratsnery Kilikiayum (April, 1909)],
6n., 6N hpww., 2009; H. Simonyan, 7he Destruction of Armenians in
Cilicia, April 1909. London: Gomidas Institute, 2012.

3 Thus, General Andranik’s characterization of Turks comes of no surprise: “I
cannot trust any Turk ever; even if they descend from heaven you have to
make them understand, with the sword in your hand, that they have no right
to ravage your property, trample the fair rights of individuals and of an entire
people.” Cf. U. Luywyojwa, Bnyip pnipwlbwlul owjwpwuupnnip/niln
L 70 Gwhunnwly wqqebpp. wunndnipynl L hbpwGlhuwpbbp | Turk Turana-
kan tsavalapashtutyuny yev 70 nahatak azgery: patmutyun yev herankarner |,
6n., ShgpwG Uto hpwwn., 2008.
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In the context of outlining Germany’s need for
Lebensraum (vital space) and the destruction of
people standing in the way of this expansion Hitler is
supposed to have said: “Who still talks nowadays of
the extermination of the Armenians?” This statement
is frequently quoted to suggest that Hitler felt
encouraged to pursue his plan to exterminate the
Jews of Europe because the world did not punish the
Ottoman Turks for their annihilation of the
Armenians.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., pp.264-265

Lewy, who denies any relation between the first Genocide of
the 20th century and the Jewish Holocaust, is certainly not unaware
of Hitler’s statement where the latter confesses his longing to
secure a vital Lebensraum for Germany by way of exterminating
the Polish-speaking Jews and hopes it will eventually fall into
oblivion tomorrow just like the Armenian Genocide which was
hardly recalled in that period. Lewy does not seem to consider
George Olivia Forbes’ (a British official in Berlin) telegram to the
Foreign Office of Britain where he quotes Hitler’s words.>* Nor
does he consider the fact that the same message from a General of

** On August 22, 1939, introducing his plan of neutralization of the Polish Jews
Hitler said he had instructed his mortal combatant squadrons to kill Jewish
men, women and children of Poland implacably and unhesitatingly because it
was the only way to secure the “vital space” — the Lebensraum they needed.
And in this very context has he uttered the following words: “Who still talks
nowadays of the extermination of the Armenians?” Cf. Louis P. Lochner,
What about Germany? New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1942.
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the German Staff had also been received by M. Lawner, the

American representative of the “Associated Press.” Lewy does not

even care for the publication of it in “The New York Times” on
November 24, 1945,35 or for the fact that in 1945 the Nuremberg
Trial admitted the protocol as L-3 Exhibit USA-28 and the German
original of the document is kept in Baden-Baden®®.

This denial by Lewy undoubtedly has its reasons: he either tries

to win pro-Turkish compliments®’ or, “by the call of the blood,”"

33 Joseph Godman, an American historian, has referred to this utterance by

3

3

3

6

7

3

Hitler after WW 11 in his book 7he Armenian Genocide in World War [
emphasizing and drawing parallels between the Nazi and Turanian crimes.
Cf. U. Lwqwy9ywG, Gnijd mbnnid [ibid], t 274.

“Akten zur Deutschen Auswiirtigen Politik 1918-1945,” Serie D, Band VII,
(Baden-Baden 1956), ss. 171-172.

< http://www.armenian-genocide.org/hitler. html>

Retrieved [07. 03. 2014, 14:15]

Cf. also U. Rwwy9jwl, fnyl wmbnmd [ibid], t 273.

In this respect words of praise for Lewy’s book by F. Balci and A. Akgul are
notably interesting. For them Lewy’s book is unbiased, falsehood-free, based
on historical facts, embodiment of truth. F. Balci, A. Akgul, Book Review:
The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey: A Disputed Genocide // The
Journal of Turkish Weekly.

<http://www .turkishweekly.net/article/186/book-review-the-armenian-
massacres-in-ottoman-turkey-a-disputed-genocide.html>

Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 14:30]

However, as A. Kechichian informs, Lewy has been lavishly rewarded by
Turkish authorities and, which is more paradoxical, received an award for
“Fighting crimes against humanity”.
<http://www.turkishweekly.net/article/186/book-review-the-armenian-
massacres- in- ottoman-turkey-a-disputed-genocide.htm]>

Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 14:32]

“The call of the blood” is an attempt at a literal translation from the
Armenian set expression «wupjul Jwlys» [aryan kanch], analogous with the
idiomatic title of Jack London’s story “The Call of the Wild.”
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adheres to the exceptionalist view adopted by the Israeli officials®.
He is “convinced” of the “truthfulness” of his conclusions and for
that very reason he states further in his writing:

Other scholars have lined up on one side or the
other of this controversy which must be regarded as
irresolvable. The Armenian attempt to see in this
purported remark by Hitler a link between the
Armenian massacres and the Jewish Holocaust
therefore stands on a shaky factual foundation.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 265

Here too Lewy tries to impose his opinion on the reader. By
emphasizing that the idea of finding any relations between the
Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust is baseless, he
introduces his own negating attitude into the context with the help of
the modal verb must and adds negative flavour to his words by
concluding that any attempt by Armenians to link the two phenomena
stands on a shaky factual foundation. As the larger verbal context
of the passage shows Lewy thus tries to make his readers believe that

3 On April 10, 2001, The Turkish Daily News published a statement by
Shimon Peres, Israel’s Foreign Secretary (now President) confirming that he
sees no relation between the presented evidences for the Holocaust and the
Armenian Genocide: ‘“Nothing similar to the Holocaust occurred. It is a
tragedy what the Armenians went through but not a genocide.”
<http://www.mfa.gov.tr/israeli-foreign-minister-shimon-peres-statement-on-
so-called-armenian-genocide.en.mfa>
Retrieved 07.03.2014, 14:45
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his highlight of the facts put forward by Armenian historians has
revealed their inconsistent and unreliable nature.

A question is naturally bound to arise here: is the acceptance
or the denial of the correlation itself that matters most? Isn’t it
more important for an “honest” and “truthful” scholar like Lewy
to condemn any genocidal crime committed against humanity?

1 start with the assumption that the various decrees
issued by the government in Constantinople dealing with
the deportation and its implementation are genuine and
were issued in good faith. The Ottoman Government, 1
am inclined to believe, wanted to arrange an orderly
process but did not have the means to do so.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 252

The author is consistent in implementing his strategy of
persuasion. He tries in every possible way to seem to be standing
on neutral ground, but the biased presupposition has already
formed a firm conviction in him which, he believes, rests on the
information in official documents, in particular, the decrees issued
by the government in Constantinople.

Lewy employs his strategy of persuasion by using the personal
pronoun “/” which is a key element of pragmalinguistic value in his
utterance. Although the use of the first person singular personal
pronoun “/” in utterances like I start with the assumption and I am
inclined to believe is meant to express the author’s subjective attitude,
nevertheless, its combination with the noun assumption in the first
case and the verbal form o be inclined in the second considerably
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smoothens the sharp corners of the author’s subjectivity and makes an
attempt to persuade the reader of Lewy’s ersatz neutrality. It is the
official documents that “convince” him that the government of
Constantinople, the Turkish authorities at large, were aptly inclined to
improve the unstable conditions Armenians were in but, alas, turned
out to be unable to carry out his project of reforms because of lack of
means. In Lewy’s opinion, it was a pity that the Turkish Government
was not farsighted enough to see and understand the impossibility of
realizing its “‘good will.”

What a euphemistic manner of interpreting the unpardonable
behaviour of the Ottoman authorities! It even sounds absurd in the
global historical-social-political-religious-psychological and, after
all, attitudinal context of the period in the Ottoman Empire. But
Lewy ignores all these circumstances and enhances his strategy of
persuasion further by using the word want in its direct, nominative
meaning in the free word-combination wanted to arrange, by
adding positive connotational gloss into the text with the help of the
units genuine and good faith, thus trying to make the reader believe
that the goal of the Ottoman government was to help the Armenians.

In another passage of the book, the author tries to balance the
horrendous sufferings of the massacred Armenian population and the
Turkish civilians who suffered from epidemics and hunger, the loss of
the Turkish servicemen due to inadequate medical care. He is
“convinced” that the Turkish government could by no means
deliberately horrify its own civilians. Thus, Lewy writes:

Large numbers of Turkish civilians died as a
result of severe shortages of food and epidemics, large
numbers of Turkish soldiers, especially the wounded

71



in battle, perished for lack of adequate medical care
and as a result of neglect and incompetence on the
part of their own officers; and large numbers of
British prisoners of war lost their lives as a
consequence of inattention and the kind of gross
mismanagement rampant in the Ottoman regime. Yet
these results surely do not prove that the Ottoman
government — ultimately responsible for all of these
conditions — sought and intentionally caused the
death of its own civilian population, of its own
soldiers and of its prisoners of war.
G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p.54

The passage suggests that the Ottoman government could not be
held responsible for carrying out the Armenian massacres because
Turkish nationals — soldiers and civilians — as well as war prisoners
were also among the suffering. This is where the persuasive nature of
the wording reveals itself by the double use of the unit own (i.e. very
much theirs*’) in the word sequences own civilian population, own
soldiers. Note also the repetitions (large numbers of Turkish
civilians, large numbers of Turkish soldiers, large numbers of
British prisoners), which aside from being a stylistic device are also
meant to highlight the situation the crisis-stricken Empire was in.

In another passage of the book G. Lewy states:

% Cf. Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture. England: Pearson
Education Ltd, 1998, p. 966.
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While the Armenians were victims, not all of them
were innocent victims, and the disaster that overtook
them therefore was not entirely unprovoked. Most
importantly, while the Ottoman government bears
responsibility for the deportations that got badly out of
hand, the blame for the massacres that took place must
be primarily on those who did the actual killing.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres
in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 257

Thus, Lewy’s vicious position to look for the guilt in
Armenians themselves is summarized in the passage by the
statement, while the Armenians were victims, not all of them
were innocent victims. As the larger verbal context of the passage
discloses, the guilt of the Armenians was their pursuit of ways to
save their lives looking both to the West and to Russia. And the
Young Turk regime, according to Lewy, had merely overestimated
their foresight and disclosed their inaptness of timely and mature
decisions. The author’s endeavours to cover up the brutal
objectives of the Turkish regime are again euphemistic.
Unsophisticated readers can hardly help a sense of compassion in
their hearts towards the Turks who, “unfortunately,” just failed to
carry out their “merciful” plan of displacing Armenians to a “safer
habitat.” Even the fact that some of the Young Turk fanatic leaders
had welcomed and encouraged the extermination of so many
Armenians does not tell anything to Lewy of their prior intention
to annihilate Armenians.

Persistently following his strategy of obfuscating the reader,
Lewy does not shy away from drawing parallels between millions
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of victims of a pre-planned slaughter on the one hand, and injured
servicemen, refugees and war prisoners whom the authorities were
unable to render adequate care to (badly mishandled its wounded
soldiers, refugees and prisoners of war — p.256) on the other, thus
emphasizing that while it is impossible to ignore the horrors to
which the Armenians were subjected (p.256), he in fact insists on
the importance of seeing and evaluating these terrible events in their
proper historical context (p.256). Lewy tries to persuade his reader
that he is the scholar who is after the historical truth (p.X) and that
the order for the deportation of the Armenian community was issued
at a time of great insecurity, not to say panic (p.256), when the safer
displacement of Armenians could prove impossible because it was
hard to reckon the precise consequences. He is certainly sure that
the Ottoman government bears some responsibility for deportations
as they failed to monitor the process, albeit not the government but
the actual murderers should be held culpable.

Thus, it is no mere chance that the author categorically refuses
to use the term “genocide.”

Finding a man with a smoking gun standing next
to a corpse tells us nothing about the motive for the
killing — it may have been murder or a case of self-
defense. Indeed, we cannot even be sure that this man
is the killer. Similarly, the fact that large numbers of
Armenians died or were killed during the course of the
deportations can give us no reliable knowledge of who
is to be held responsible for these losses of life. The
high death toll certainly does not prove in and of
itself the guilt of the Young Turk regime; nor can we
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infer from it that the deaths were part of a genocidal
plan to destroy the Turkish Armenian community.

G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacres

in Ottoman Turkey..., p. 54

In this passage the author contends that the presence of
someone with a smoking gun standing by a dead body cannot prove
the person is a murderer. Then he emphasizes all over again that the
Ottoman government did not and could not have any connection
with the Armenian massacres in so far as Armenians had died as a
result of mass deportations. Moreover, avoiding the term genocide,
the author uses the expression the high death toll.’ Our
comparative analysis of the semantic structures of the units death
toll and genocide reveals Lewy’s intention of presenting the well-
known events of the 1915-1916s as a “tragic accident” which had
nothing to do with the political and religious endeavours of the
Ottoman government. The attributive word-combination death toll
refers to an occasion caused by war or other disaster and, what is
even more important, it rules out the factor of deliberateness.*
However, amongst a multitude of testimonies, Dr. A. T.
Wegner’s® open letter (dated 23 February, 1919) to the President
of the USA Woodrow Wilson is noteworthy. In this letter, Dr.

*1 Toll - the amount of damage or the number of deaths and injuries that are
caused in a particular war, disaster, etc. Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary. Oxford - New York: Oxford University Press, 2001, p.1368.

2 Cf. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
Article 1I, 1948, December 9, UN; also U. QuuwuwpjwG, &pbrld pwnh
hwidwpdbpmppul nupwmp wlqbpnblimy | Yeghern bari hamarzhekutyan
dashty anglerenum)] // Jdty, Qwdwhwjjuwl hwbnbu, N° 1(29), Gp., dkd
hw(ntu UMNE, 2010.

® Dr. A. T. Wegner is a German writer and publicist.
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Wegner tries to convey to the President the desperate cry of the
Armenians’ sufferings.** The genocidal nature of the crime is
confirmed by many other archived documents.” As far as Lewy’s
evaluations of the events are concerned, they cannot be rendered
valid because the story invented by him is full of historical
distortions.

Our examination of linguistic facts against the background of
historical events manifests the author’s main intention and clear pro-
Turkish goal in this book, aimed at affecting the perception of
readers unaware of the essence of Armenian-Turkish relations, as
well as expanding the Turkish viewpoints which he tries to do by
implementing his strategy of persuasion. Thus, true are the words by
Taner Ak¢am (an ethnic Turk, a historian and a sociologist) who
rightly states that Lewy’s professional qualification, in terms of the
survey undertaken, raises doubts.*®

* <http://www.vhec.org/images/pdfs/armenian%20teachers%20guide.pdf>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 21:19]
* Cf., for example, ABIIP ITonumapxue [AVPR, Politarkhiv ], n. 3508, 1. 16,
AH Apm. CCP; “JlokyMeHTBI ()paHIly3CKHX apXHUBOB O TEHOIMIE apMsiH’
[ “Documenty frantsuzskikh arkhivov o genotside arm’an’]. Epesan, 1985;
Deutsches Zentralarchiv, Historische Abdeilung P, Akten N° 2/3340, B1. 192,
etc. / pun’ U. 4. MnnnuywG, <wyng ghpuwuwwlnmppul wuwmdnipjnii
[Hayots tseghaspanutyan patmutyun], 111, 6n., GNL hpww., 2011; also A.
Bernep, Cyoebnwiii npoyecc Tanuama Iawu (cmenoepaghuueckuii omuem o
cyoebnom npoyecce Tamama Ilawu ¢ npeduciosuem A. Beenepa u
npunooicenuem) [Sudebniy protsess Talaata Pashi (stenographicheskiy otchet o
sudebnom protsesse Talaata Pashi s predicloviem A. Wegnera i prilozheniem) ].
bepnun, uzn-so [onuruka u uctopus, 1921 — M., uza-so @enukc, 1992.
T. Akcam, Review Essay: Guenter Lewy’s The Armenian Massacres in
Ottoman Turkey // Genocide Studies and Prevention, N° 3.1. Toronto: Uni-
versity of Toronto Press, 2008, pp.111-145.
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Ronald Suny’s Strategy of
Misleading the Reader

G. Lewy is unfortunately not the only author who does his best
to delude his readers with false interpretations of the historical reality,
particularly that the Turkish authorities employ all possible and
impossible means of circumventing the most basic norms of human
morality. Over the years they have put into action their anti-Armenian
propaganda machine always aimed at the same goal: to mislead the
international community away from the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. To ensure success along the path of the falsification of
history, Turkey, of course, does not confine itself to its own efforts
only, but frequently turns for help to foreign historians who for
various lucrative motives and under the guise of “true” historicity
and scholarliness are trying to deny the undeniable.

Bernard Lewis, an orientalist and expert in studies of British
and American History, viewed the Armenian liberation movement
as a deadly threat to Turkey and the basic reason for the Genocide.*’

7 Cf. B. Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey, 3rd edition. Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2002. Talaat himself feared that the Armenians would start an insurrection
against the central government. Cf. H. Morgenthau, Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story.
Garden City New York: Doubleday, Page & Company, 1918, p. 132; Thomas de W.
The Caucasus: An Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, p. 55.
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The falsifiers often grow so bold as to try to convince the
public opinion that the Big Massacre is just the “fancy of the
morbid imagination” of Armenians who are in fact no less than
“cold-blooded,” “fanatical” terrorists. Some of them are
“convinced” that about 200000 Armenians died not only of
displacement but also of starvation, diseases and hostilities
which also happened to about 2 million Muslims at the same
time....**

Both among Turkish and Western ersatz-historians, attempts
have been made to use the context of World War I, and some
circumstances surrounding it, to deny the Armenian Genocide, to
label it as a mere deportation on the grounds that the Ottoman
Empire’s desperate condition forced the regime to displace
Western Armenians because of poverty, hunger and military
actions.” However, Turkish authors themselves show that the
mass deportation and destruction of Armenians in many
settlements of Western Armenia and Asia Minor had nothing to do

* This view is advocated by American historians Mr. and Mrs. Shaw. Cf. S.
Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, vol. 1. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1976; S. Shaw, E. K. Shaw, History of the
Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, vol. 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1977.

* As has already been mentioned above, one of the active proponents of this
viewpoint is G. Lewy who believes the Ottoman Empire could not be the
perpetrator of the killings of Armenians because the Empire could not
jeopardize the safety of its subjects (G. Lewy, The Armenian Massacre in
Ottoman Turkey: A Disputed Genocide, Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press,
2004); Cf. also U. Quuwwpwl, G mbunbp Ljmph «&pdwpumnpinlm
Suyng ghnwuwwlnipjul dwupl | Guenter Lyuii “chshmartutyuny” Hayots
tseghaspanutyan masin] // RPulptp Gplwlh hwdwuwpwlh. hwjughwnni-
pymG, N°139.1, &Gp., ke 3-17.
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with the military actions.”® Taking over the Armenian plateau the
Turks have led an anti-Armenian policy from the very start, and
the decision of extermination of Armenians, which was actually
the continuation of the policy of destruction,”’ had been made
long before by the “Union and Progress” Party leaders.

As for the causes of such behaviour on the part of the Turks, it
has been proved consistently that it was the insatiable itch of Turkism
and Pan-Turkism that bothered them. The striking proof of this are
the clear statements made on different occasions: equality between
Muslims and Christians is merely out of the question; the
demographic character of the Empire should be exclusively Muslim,
etc.”> According to Ziya Gokalp, a Pan-Turkish ideologist, Turkism

%0 Quite on the contrary, as they state, Armenians were being driven from relatively
safer regions (Bolu [Arm. Odzasar — S.G.], Kastamonu, Ankara, Izmir [Arm. Smyr-
na — S.G.], Kyutahia [Arm. Kyotahia — S.G.], etc.) to more hostile places (Syrian
and Iraqi deserts). Cf. «@mpplyn pnyipbph dwupity | “Turkery Turkeri masin’],
Juqu. b fudp. (+ UtpnGywG, h. I, 6p., 6N hpuwn., 2011, b9 16; «<wybpp
glnuuwpwlimpimin pun bpfunpmppbph nuunwwpmippul ruuoupnplp/
[ “Hayeri tseghaspanutyuny yst yeritturkeri datavarutyan pastaighteri”’], wnwgwp.,
punqy. L ityGuwpwl. UL duwhugyuih, Gp., UUL QUU hpun., 1988 .

> Tt is a well known fact that Kamil pasha, as the head of the government, expressed
the idea that the way of solving the Armenian problem was the physical exter-
mination of the people, more so as the regime had all necessary means for it: the
Kurds, governers, judges, tax-collectors, police — everything to wage a religious cam-
paign against a nation which lacked high positions, arms and army, whereas they, the
Turks, had both arms and a regular army, and Britain, one of the world’s greatest and
richest powers as their ally and the master of the Asian world. Cf. L. lomppmnjmG,
SwylpulplG hupgp | Haykakan hartsy |, 6p., G hpuw, 1995, t9 33.

>2 For example, it is well known that as back as in 1910 and 1911, in Young Turks
Party conferences in Salonika the question how to attain Muslim predominance
had been discussed and found language to be the best solution for it. Cf. L.
omppmnyw6, <wyng ghpuuwwlmppul wumdwelbpp L wundwlul
nuubpn [Hayots tseghaspanutyan patcharmery yev patmakan dasery //«{wjng
ginwuwwmpynlp (munudGuuppmpymGGtn)» [“Hayots tseghaspanutyuny
(usumnasirutyunner)”’], 6., <pugnui hpun., 2001.

79



and Pan-Turkism, the doctrines of Turkish and Turkic peoples,
should be carried out in three stages. The first step was the establish-
ment of Turkism, when Turkey would be made the homeland of all
Turks by turning all other nations to Turks or just destroying them. In
the second phase it was planned to create an Oguz state which would
include Turkey, Azerbaijan and Persian Azerbaijan, and in the third
stage, the phase of the establishment of Pan-Turanism (or Pan-
Turkism). It was projected to create a united and independent Turan
spreading from the Mediterranean Sea to the Pacific, from China to
the Arctic Ocean.” The Turks were waiting for the right time to carry
out these plans, and the outbreak of World War I came to be a good
opportunity to give fresh impetus to the Turkish mass crimes.

Many Turkish poets (Ziya Gokalp, Enis Avni, Mehmet Emin and
others) inspired the Turkish people with their “national”, “moral”
ideas, urging them to unite, even at the cost of blood, and carry out
the plan to implement a single Pan-Turkish homeland. Gokalp openly
stated, for example, that they should punish those who betray
“Turkism,” which, according to him, required a “common
conscience,” religion, homeland and especially language.”* Mehmet

> Cf. . L. ompymngwG, <wjlwipul hupgp | Haykakan hartsy), te 34-35.

> Ziya Gokalp emphasized the importance of language for the realization of
Greater Turan: “Turan has one people, / And has one language, / Whoever says
here is another one, / Has other purposes.” Cf. U. UwdwpymG, LQpjw
Qnpuwyphn L «@ymppwlwlmppul hhdmlplGhppy [Ziya Gokalpy yev
“Tyurkakanutyan himunknery”], 6n., ML hpww., 2012, ko 82-84. Enis Avni
described the methods of exterminating nations on the way to Greater Turan.
The very verses of his poem breathe deadly threat to Armenians: “From every
spot of my footsteps blood will squirt.../Springs under my step should turn to
autumns and autumns would turn to dungeon.../ If I fail to raze to the ground
may my home collapse behind.../ I will turn rosaries into graveyards with my
sword...” L. omppmnyw, fnyl wnbnmd [ibid. ], t9 36; B. A. I'opanesckmii,
Hzbpannvie couunenus [ Izbrannye sochineniya ], 1. III. M., 1962, c. 169.
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Emin, a proponent of the idea of Greater Turan, warned that “no
flower grew without blood.” He was convinced that “all the bees
had one hive, all the Turks should have one Turan.”

Unfortunately, in the web of the anti-Armenian propaganda
sometimes appear scholars of Armenian descent who, willingly or
unwillingly, yielding to Turkish-born ideas, contribute to their promo-
tion. In this respect, particularly relevant are R. Suny’s book “Looking
Toward Ararat” (1993) and the collection of essays “A Question of
Genocide: Armenians and Turks at the End of the Ottoman Empire”
(2011) published under his editorship. The examination of the
linguistic aspect of some of the questions raised in them with regard
to the historical and political events of the time makes it possible to
reveal the implicit intentions of the author and his historical-political
orientations, which lead to the unfolding of his true purpose.

First let’s have a look at his “Looking Toward Ararat”; here
in a subchapter entitled Rethinking the Unthinkable: Toward an
Understanding of the Armenian Genocide R. Suny presents the
Armenian-Turkish relations in three stages, and this is reflected in
the structural features of the text. By subdividing his
understanding of the Armenian Genocide into three micro-texts the
author comes to the following structural model:*® A (a - Ideology
or Social Ecology? b - From Symbiosis to Massacre, ¢ - From
Massacre to Genocide), where A- is the chapter of the book, and a,

 Cf. L. omppmnywG, Gniy6 nknnns | ibid. ], tg 36.

¢ While noting the structural features of the text the model suggested by
academician G. Jahukyan ought to be mentioned as well: (a) A (b), where A
stands fot the text, a — the prologue, and b — the epilogue. Cf. I'. b. lxayksiH,
VYuueepcanvnas meopus azvika: Ilponecomenvi Kk CyOCMAHYUOHATLHOU JUHE-
sucmuxe [Universalnaya teori’a yazika: Prolegomeny k substantsional 'noy
lingvistike ]. M., UncturyTt si3p1ko3nanuss PAH, 1999.

81



b, ¢ stand for micro-texts in the chapter and represent the stages of
the historical and political development of Armenian-Turkish
relations according to the author’s interpretation.

The first micro-text starts with a rhetorical question: Ideology
or Social Ecology? Thus leaving the answer to the reader’s
discretion, Suny is promoting his proposed factors of World War I
and the instigation and provocation on the part of external forces
as determining factors in the Armenian-Turkish relations.
Moreover, these ideas are of pivotal significance to the author.

The division into micro-texts presents, as it were, Suny’s
inherent intention to give the reader an idea of the gradual
deterioration of the Armenian-Turkish relations, as well as to make it
more vivid. Each micro-text tends to emphasize the features of the
millet system, indicating that Armenians were relatively better off
before World War 1. One of Suny’s essential questions is how it came
about that Armenians, being for centuries in the setup of the millet
system, rather favourable for them, were subjected to genocidal
violence (How did the relatively benign symbiosis of several
centuries, during which the ruling Ottomans referred to the
Armenians as the loyal millet, break down into the genocidal violence
of 19152 - p.95). He is trying to find the answer to this question based
on the opinion of S. R. Sonyel, representing the fake statements of
the Turkish ideology that foreign instigators’ ( “outside agitators” - p.
96) actions underlic the deterioration of the Armenian-Turkish
peaceful relations.”” However, in an effort to maintain a balance on
the superficial level of the perception of his narrative, Suny

7 Cf. S. R. Sonyel, Yeni Belgelerin Isg1 Altnda Ermeni Tehcirleri [Yeni
Belgelerin Yshyghy Altynda Ermeni Telyirleri] // T.T.K. Belleten c. XXXVI,
N°. 141, January 1972, pp. 31-69.
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repeatedly describes the pre-war social and political crisis situation of
Armenians (“the Armenians were also underclass” - p.97). Yet
indeed, as far back as the end of the 19th century, it had been stated
that the Armenian -Turkish relations in the Ottoman Empire were in
fact a relationship of slaves and slave-owners by and large instigated
by the Empire’s laws and regulations (we could read about it in the
above-mentioned book by G. Lewy as well). For example, according
to the established order, every Christian, as a subject of the sultan,
was obliged to host a Muslim traveller or an official, without any
possible compensation, who would choose the best of the city or
village houses for accomodation and live there and treat the landlord
and his family as his own slaves. Numerous taxes fixed by law and
imposed on the Armenians evidence their harsh social conditions and
humiliating moral and psychological state. Christians were obliged to
wear clothing marked with a special logo. They were forbidden to tie
a wider belt and have red footwear. In Amid, blue linen cloth was the
Christians’ distinctive mark. Their heads should have been covered
with headband so that a Muslim could not see a gavur’s hair because
hair shown was the gavur’s pride and a sign of insult to the Muslim.”®
Non-Muslims were not authorized to ride a horse either, carry arms,
build new religious facilities and perform public rites. Their
testimony was not accepted at a Muslim court and so on.””

Moreover, the mere use of the term Armenia was banned,
curricula were changed in Armenian schools, all kinds of learning

¥ Cf. U. 4. MannuywG, Gny6 mbgnid [1bid.], te 124 — 137; d. Rwmd, Bnp-
phwl L Gmuo pphunnbpo  hnpmudwulmpimiGGepp [ Turkian yev nra
kristonya pokramasnutyunnery], pwunqu. gipdwGtptlGhg <+ Uwpwjwi L E.
Uuyunpyua, 6p., 5N hpww., 2010.

* Cf. A. Macce, Hcram: ouepx ucmopuu [Islam: ocherk istorii ]. M., u3a-Bo
Bocrounas nmutepatypa, 1962, c. 30; also pp. 60-61 of the present book.
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aids (textbooks, maps, etc.) with a mention of the province of
Armenia were confiscated (as testified on February 19, 1890 by
Lloyd George, the English Consul to Turkey)®

In his narrative Suny uses the expression “the most brutal
treatment of Armenians was at the hands of Kurdish tribesmen”
(p. 98) and seems to be focusing on the vicious policy of the
Ottoman state to escalate the Armenian-Kurdish hostilities aimed
at unleashing Kurdish religious fanaticism against Armenians.®'
But his implicit intention is, in fact, to attenuate the guilt of the
Ottoman authorities and rid them of responsibility.

Studies show that the Turkish authorities have long been
aware of the necessity to ensure their supremacy in the occupied
territories at any rate, and that is why they not only consistently
pursued to bring Armenians and other Christian nations to their
knees, bent under the heavy tax load, but also to change the ethnic
picture of Western Armenia through mass killings and turning the
indigenous peoples into Turks. In the meantime, for the final
solution of the Armenian question the Ottoman Empire adopted
also the policy of distorting or turkifying the Armenian toponyms.
The government of Sultan Abdul Hamid II displaced the name
“Armenia” for the invented terms of “Kurdistan” or “Anatolia”,
trying to make it clear that there exists no Armenian question

0 Cf. also “Tlonooicenue apman 6 Typyuu do émewamenscmea depoicas 6 1895
200y” | “Polozhenie arm’an v Turtsii do vmeshatel’stva derzhav v 1895 godu”™),
npeaucnosue npod. JI. Kamaposckoro. M., Paccser, 1896, c. 139-140, 176.

6! The Sultan managed to inject the Kurds the thought that Armenia was their own
homeland, Armenians were strangers who intended to turn Kurdistan into
Armenia; rayah Armenians wanted to own the land and make Kurds a rayah...
Cf. U. U. MnnnuywG, Gnjuwmbdwl wuwjpwnh punmghlbpnid | Goyateviman
paykari karughinerum ], 6n., wjwumwG hpuw., 1988, ko 167.
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whatsoever, for there was no Armenia at all.** Therefore, quite
right are the scholars who would not confine their search of the
“ideological roots” of the Armenian Genocide with the last quarter
of the 19th century only but also take into account the
developments in the demographic trends of Western Armenia in
general from the end of the 15th century on.”® Thus any attempt to
search the causes of the Armenian Genocide in the situation born
out from the World War is an escape from reality, to say the least.
Here is a quote from Suny’s narrative:

The Turkish actions against the Armenians were
taken in desperation and panic. Not only were the
Russians advancing in the east and the British and
French navies threatening the capital, but the
Armenians in Van had risen in revolt. The response of
the government was brutal: on April 24, 1915, 235
prominent Armenian intellectuals and politicians were
arrested and exiled. In the next few months thousands

62 1. S. Sahakyan, Turkification of the Toponyms in the Ottoman Empire and
the Republic of Turkey. Montreal: Arod Publishers, 2011, pp. 31, 46. The
author goes into details to explain the fake and fabricated nature of the term
“Eastern Anatolia” which is nothing else but a forgery of tWwo monosemantic
words both meaning “east.” Cf. also U. Upwmquwl, <wjwumwih
wwndmpywl muwpwindp wdbphlpul qumdwopnmpyul by (plhwliwl
inbumpim () | Hayastani patmutyan lusabanumy amerikyan patmagrutyan mej
(knnakan tesutyun) ], 6p., Uninwqbnu hpuwn., 1998, te 13.

8 Cf. U. U. UlpnGywG, Eplnbh punwpwiumbmpnul dhunfnpwl winilp-
Ghpp. XV quph fbpe — 1915 pyuwlpul (unndwdngnypnuwgmuulpu( wilGunl
Epgpmidh Guhw(lgh ophtiwlny) | Yegherni kaghakakanutyan dzevavorman
akunknery: XV dari verj — 1915 tvakan (patimazhoghovrdagrakan aknark Erzru-
mi nahangi orinakov) | // «dwyng gtnwuuwwlmpynp (muniGuuhpnipyniG-
(itip)» [“Hayots tseghaspanutyuny (usumnasirutyunner)”’], ty 35-54.
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of their countrymen were thrown out of their homes
and either immediately executed or sent on deportation
marches into the Syrian desert. By this inhuman policy
the Turks tried to eliminate a people who had lived in
eastern Anatolia for nearly a thousand years before
the Turks arrived. This was their ‘final solution” to
the Armenian Question, their last effort to secure
Turkey for the Turks and save their empire.
R. Suny,
Looking toward Ararat, pp. 29-30

Here again Suny is meeting his wishes to ease the guilt of the
Ottoman authorities, and relying upon Melson’s opinion,”* accepts
the insinuation based on the assertion that Armenians themselves
provoked the Turks to commit that crime. This allegation is
especially highlighted in the following statement: the Turkish
actions against the Armenians were taken in desperation and
panic. This statement, to put it mildly, is not quite honest on Suny’s
part because it would have been appropriate to speak of desperation
and panic with reference only to the Armenian and other Christian
population. The very wording of the passage clearly shows that the
inhuman policy of the Turks, of course, was not aimed at an
execution of displacement with good intentions. It was a
methodically pre-planned scheme of extermination of Armenians
according to which the first and effective step to wipe out
Armenians was to behead the nation by murdering its intellectuals.
Suny’s arguments are pursuing one goal: to convince his readers

% R. Melson, A Theoretical Inquiry into the Armenian Massacres of 1894-1896 //
Comparative Studies in Society and History, XXIV, 3 July, 1892, pp. 481-509.
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that the Russian army, on the one hand, the French and British fleet,
and the revolt in Van, on the other, pushed the Ottoman Empire into
a desperately critical corner. The government “had no other choice,”
and launched massacres of innocent people, ethnic Armenians,
brutally murdering the elderly and children, men and women.®’
With the use of the negative “seasoning” (the government was
brutal, were arrested and exiled, were immediately executed,
deportation marches, inhuman policy, to eliminate a people) Suny is
trying to make the impression that he is unbiased and condemns the
inhuman policies of the Turkish government. But this is a seeming
impression only. The inherent tendency of the passage is that he
justifies the actions of the Turkish government by “conditioning”
them with desperate and panic psychosis (were taken in desperation
and panic). Curiously enough, next to this “fair assessment” Suny
does not forget his crucial mission of distorting the Armenian
history and playing into the hands of the Turkish ideology by stating
that Armenians had lived in the area for about a thousand years
before Turks appeared (a people who had lived in eastern Anatolia
for nearly a thousand years before the Turks arrived). For Suny it is
certainly disadvantageous to accept that Armenians had lived there

% Whereas S. Vratsyan noted that the plot of extermination of Armenians had been

devised in the den of the [ttihat long ago. Cf. U. dpwgywi, <wjwuumulh
Swhmuwbmmpymli  [Hayastani Hanrapetutyun], Gp., {wjuwnwl hpuwn.,
1993, k9 12.
Cf. also I'. K. Opmxonnkunze, Cmamou u peuu [Stat’i i rechi ], T. 1. M.,
1956, c.412. In his report on 29 November, 1925, G. Ordjonikidze calls
Armenians a suffered nation, one of the very few in the modern history of the
world, with so many victims and so much blood shed. Quite obviously,
Ordjonikidze’s true purpose was not to deal with the Armenian Genocide but
to plead for the cause of the newly established Soviet regime. We, however,
point to the proof of the scope of the genocidal actions.
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for not just a thousand years, but for millennia, long before the 9th-
6th centuries BC, even well before the existence of the kingdom of
Urartu, otherwise how would he be able to defend the viewpoint of
Armenians as newcomers in the region directly stemming from the
official Turkish-supported idea of genocide, a statement which has
revealed its true nature as disingenuous and unjustified in a number
of historical and linguistic studies.®®

The next important issue which Suny focuses on is that Turks
and Armenians had friendly relations and lived in peace, but the
Western powers and especially Russia ruined the peaceful
relationship.’” As he states, the combination of the Russian attack

5 For studies directly or indirectly refuting the theory of Armenians as newcomers
in the region cf. R. D. Wilkinson, [ntroduction to the History of Pre-Christian
Armenia. Cambridge, Mass.: Society for Armenian Studies, 1983; U. Qmuyui,
<uyng wuwndmpyul fubqupimpmdp wpgh poipp wuendwepmipjul gk
(hhG L dhohl mupbn) [ Hayots patmutyan kheghatyurumy ardi turk patmagru-
tyan mej (hin ev mijin darer) |, 6p., & GUU hpwwn.,1995; U. Uyjuqyua,
SwjwumwbGh wunndmpjul muwpwimdp wdbphluod guindwgpmipyul
Uy (phGOwlwl wmbumpil) [Hayastani patmutyan lusabanumy amerikyan
patmagrutyan mej (knnakan tesutyun)], Gp., Unnwqbtpu hpuwn., 1998; T. A.
Kanaunusin, Xasica — xonvibens apmsin. dmuozenes apMsin U ux HA4AIbHAsL UCTO-
pus [ Khayasa — kolybel’ arm’an. Etnogenez arm’an i ikh nachal’naya istoriya ).
Epesan, 1947; T. B. 'amkpenaunze, B. B. UBaHoB, Hnooesponetickui A3bIK U
undoesponetiyvl. Pexoncmpykyus u ucmopuko-munoiocudecKuti auanu3 npassbsl-
Ka u npomokyemypel [ Indoevropeyskiy yazik i indoevropeytsi. Reconstructsiya i
istoriko-tipologicheskiy analiz prayazika i protokultury ], 1. 1-2. Tonmicu, u3a-
Bo TOunumcckoro yHBepcutera, 1984; Q- B. Quhmlywl, <wjng wundmpjul
Guifuwgpuihli ppowli [ Hayots patmutyan nakhagrayin shrjan ], 6n., {UUL
QUU hpuwn., 1987; Q. 2. Qwhmlyywl, <wjjwlpwld pbunp mpuwmmaualul
phguwmulnid [ Haykakan sherty urartakan ditsaranum | // Mundwpw Guuhpu-
JuG hwintu, N° 1, 6., 1986; 3nt. QwpphbywG, <wybpbin L Gufuwhinby-
[l gl [ Hayereny yev nakhahndyevropakan lezun), Gp., UujihjwG-
UputiGhw hpuw., 2001; etc.

57 For more details on this issue cf. Q. GuqpstwG, Uppny <wdpn [T GQupdhp
Unypuili | Abdul Hamid 11 Karmir Sultan ], RBtjpmp, 1980, to180.

88



in the east and the threat of the British and French marines played
their role in taking the Turkish authorities into a panic. But he
tends to ignore the important fact that in order to assess the
situation adequately one has to, first and foremost, consider the
pre-planned plot of the Ottoman Empire, and only after that the
conflict of the contradictory interests of the major powers in the
Middle East (despite their common goal against Russia) and, of
course, the British government’s ambiguous stance, which
certainly contributed to the further escalation of actions.®®

The climax of this anti-Armenian campaign is the denial of the
fact of the Genocide. Although Suny does not do it directly, his
justifications of the Turkish government’s actions consistently lead to
denial. And it is beyond any doubt that the Genocide executed by the
Turkish government in Western Armenia had no direct connection
with the hostilities of the World War. The documents of the trial of the
Young Turks reveal that the scheme of extermination of Armenians
was determined in advance by the “Union and Progress” Party.”
There is evidence of that in the arguments by Rifat Mevlanzade
according to which the “Union and Progress” Party decision was made
to destroy Armenians and not to leave anyone alive, and the execution
of the plan was assigned to the so-called “executive committee of the

8 Cf. “Bpamckas nomows nocmpadasuum 6 Typyuu apmsmnam” [ “Bratskaya
pomoshch postradavshim v Turtsii arm’anam’’]. M., Keiaepes u ko., 1897,
c. 9; U. Q. ‘uhpuhww, <wy dnpnypph wquuugmulpul wuwjpuwpn
poppwlnul pnlwluympnul nbd 1850-1870 | Hay zhoghovrdi azatagrakan
paykary turkakan brnakalutyan dem 1850-1870 ], Gp., <UUL QU hpwu.,
1955, to 313; D. Lloyd-George, 7The Truth about the Peace Treaties, in 2
volumes, 1938 (transl. into Russian), vol. 2. Moscow, 1957, p. 390.

6 Wwybph  ghnwuwwlnpinilpn pon  Gpmnpngppbph  puuawjpnip ol
hwumwpnpbphy | “Hayeri Tseghaspanutyuny yst yeritturkeri datavarutyan
pastatghteri”], t9 5.
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three” (Behaeddin Shakir, Dr. Nazim bey and Shukri bey) who wrote
the bloody pages of the Turkish history with the help of gangs of
criminals released from prison.”

Further in his narrative Suny brings the religious classifications
within the Ottoman Empire and their psychological background
which formed the soil for constant discrimination. While presenting
the specifics of the Muslim religion he mentions that Islam does not
accept social and racial inequalities, yet by recalling the three basic
inequalities which the ideology of Islam is based on, namely, the
master and the slave, men and women, believers and infidels, Suny
apparently refutes himself, unknowingly proving that the roots of
the Armenian-Turkish hostile relations go much deeper and perhaps
shape in the very differences of religion, while the outbreak of the
World War was just a contributing factor and, in fact, a good
opportunity for the Young Turks to conceal the true essence of their
policies and goals.

Here is another passage from R. Suny’s text:

Active persecution of non-Muslim was relatively rare
in the earlier centuries of the Ottoman Empire, but,
scholars of the millet system tell us, “discrimination was
permanent and indeed necessary, inherent in the system
and maintained by both Holy Law and common
practice.” Islam did not recognize social or racial
inequalities, such as those between rich and poor or
black and white, but it did believe in three basic

"0 Cf. Rifat Mevlanzade, Tiirkiye [nkilabumn i¢ Yiizi [Tyurkie Inkilabynyn ich
Yuzyu), 1-ci fasil. Halep, 1929, p.119.
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inequalities: master and slave, man and woman,
believer and unbeliever. Whereas the slave could not
become free except by will of the master, and a woman
could not become a man, the unbeliever was able to join
the faithful but chose not to take up the true faith. Thus,
the inferiority of the gavur was voluntary.
R. Suny,
Looking toward Ararat, p. 97

In the above passage, Suny gives proof of the master and slave,
woman and man, believer and unbeliever disparities by the statutes
of the Muslim sacred book;’" nevertheless, he believes that whereas a
slave’s status depends directly on the slave-owner’s will, and a
woman’s status is not subject to any change ever, the unbeliever (in
this case the Christian) still has a chance to come to “true” faith by
adopting Islam. In other words, a gavur can change his or her “low”
status by conversion; it’s just a matter of personal choice. Suny
himself actually believes that some nationalistic-religious attitudes as
well might have triggered the Armenian Genocide, a statement which
he attempts to refute in his other work, where he writes:

The story as told here, while not differing radically
from many of the elements brought out in earlier historical
writing, moves beyond certain widely held arguments.
This account argues that the Armenian Genocide was

! Connected with this context interesting comments may be found in: Bat Ye’or,
The Dhimmi: Jews and Christians Under Islam (New Jersey: Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press, 1985), where the author explains the Muslims’
attitude towards non-Muslim subjects through the dogmatic ideology of Islam.
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not planned long in advance but was a contingent
reaction to a moment of crisis that grew more radical
over time. Yet the choice of genocide was predicted on
long-standing affective dispositions and attitudes that had
demonized the Armenians as a threat that needed to be
dealt with. The genocide should be distinguished from the
earlier episodes of conservative restoration of order by
repression (1894-1896) or urban ethnic violence (1909).
Though there were similarities with brutal policies of
massacre and deportation that earlier regimes used to
keep order, the very scale of the Armenian Genocide and
its intended effects — to rid eastern Anatolia of a whole
people — make it a far more radical, indeed revolutionary,
transformation of the imperial setup. The story here is
that the genocide was neither religiously motivated, nor a
struggle between two contending nationalisms, one of
which destroyed the other, but rather the pathological
response of desperate leaders who sought security
against a people they had both constructed as enemies
and driven into radical opposition to the regime under
which they lived for centuries.

A Question of Genocide, p.41

In this passage Suny tries to solve several questions at once.

First he openly and directly refutes the pre-planned nature of the
Genocide ascribing it to an accidental reaction of the Turkish
government resulting from the difficult times they had in the
Empire (... the Armenian Genocide was not planned long in
advance but was a contingent reaction to a moment of crisis ...).
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Then he introduces the idea of possible predictability into the
context proceeding from what he describes as long-standing
dispositions and attitudes that had turned Armenians into a serious
threat against the Empire. His attempt to bring out the notion of scale
to enhance the idea that the former repressions or ethnic violences of
the earlier regimes could by no means be equalled to the genocidal
events of 1915 may at first sight make the false impression that he
honestly condemns those events. But our insight into the text reveals
his intention of maintaining the official Turkish opinion on all those
events. The word sequences episodes of conservative restoration of
order for the events initiated by the former regimes and revolutionary
transformation of the imperial setup for the horrendous events
instigated by the Young Turks barely conceal his great wish to
interpret the well-known events as an accidental result of the failure
of the reformation programmes of Turkey.

There are certain elements in the passage which bear negative
connotational colouring (demonize, threat, enemies, radical
opposition) and mainly represent the attitude of the Turkish govern-
ment towards Armenians who were qualified as extremists, armed
terrorists, anarchists. From a pragmalinguistic point of view, we deal
here with the informative function, on the one hand, and the function
of impact, on the other. The mere consideration of the unity of form
and content of the linguistic elements in this context reveals the verbal
manifestations of their explicit and implicit shades of meaning.
Clearly enough, Suny, in an effort to push forward the problem of the
Ottoman government’s motivation for the crime, qualifies the fact of
the “mere deportation” (so much speculated upon in a number of anti-
Armenian writings) as “more than a deportation,” reminiscent of the
carnages executed by the previous regimes. However, Suny does not
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comment on the actual motivations of the genocide’”; he “believes”
the Genocide had no religious motives, nor was it a mortal struggle of
two peoples seized with a nationalistic frenzy (the genocide was
neither religiously motivated nor a struggle between two contending
nationalisms, one of which destroyed the other). According to him,
these events happened spontaneously; they were not pre-planned.
They were “desperate” actions of the Turkish leaders who had lost
their heads in the turmoil of the War, against Armenians — “traitors,
enemies, a radical opposition, a threat that needed to be dealt with,”
as they qualify. Not difficult to notice that the author’s approach
inherently suggests denying any pre-planned scheme of a genocide.
However, the premeditated and deliberate nature of those actions
are first of all confirmed by Turkish authors (Taner Akg¢am, Halil
Berktay and others) on the basis of the internal correspondence of the
empire, the orders and instructions sent from the Ministry of the Inte-
rior to the governors, as well as on the testimonies of foreign nationals
serving on diplomatic mission in the Ottoman Empire at that time.”
The following statement in the passage above, “a people they had
both constructed as enemies and driven into radical opposition to the
regime under which they lived for centuries,” obviously contradicts
the author’s intention of emphasizing his baseless views of Armenians
being faithful and loyal to Turks (cf. the second micro-text entitled
From Symbiosis to Massacre in Suny’s book). It is hard to believe that
Armenians, bearers of a millenial long civilization and culture, and
now tormented under the Turkish yoke, could have lived in peace and

7 Cf U. Quuwuwpywl, <wmg ghpuuuwlmppul wunndwnbbpp' mun (2.
UymGhh | Hayots tseghaspanutyan patchamery yst R. Syunii | // Pwlptp GplauGh
hwidwuwpwbh. hwyjughnmpymG, N° 140.1, Gp., ke 57-73.

B Cf. «@mpplipp prppliph dwuplis [ “Turkery turkeri masin ], h. 111, kg 18, 41, 42.

94



harmony side by side with the Turks who had brutally invaded and
captured the land of their ancestors and enslaved them, all the more
with the barbaric forms of feudalism in the Ottoman Empire where
any attempt to pave the way to civilization was doomed.”

Suny’s sermon on Armenian-Turkish harmonious coexistence
dissipates right away when we get to learn the miniature diagrams in
ink in the handwritten copies of “The Book of Histories” by the 17th
century prominent historian Arakel Davrizhetsi. They picture a coiled
serpent’” representing the progress of the Ottoman Empire by the
1660s with its eighteen reigning sultans who all had an unchanging
venomous attitude towards Armenians. The image of a fanged and
horny snake that can be clearly seen in the centre of at least two of the
diagrams (Cf. pictures 1 & 2 on pages 96, 97), in H. Mirzoyan’s
words symbolizes Turkish “paternal” care for its subject nations and
particularly for Armenians. The miniature diagrams created back in
the 17th century and gone through a long and stressful history’® are
still relevant today.

™ Moreover, as rightfully noted by K. Marx and F. Engels, when Turks were still
nomadic tribes and their skills in commerce were limited with mere plunder of
trade caravans, all trade transactions in Turkey were held by the Greek,
Armenians and Slavs. Thus, as confirmed by the authors, driving Turks out of
Europe could not have any negative impact on commerce. K. Mapkec, ®@.
Iurenwe, Couunenus [ Sochineni’al, T. 9. M., Ilonutnuteparypa, 1957, c. 25.

® Negative associations of the image of a serpent are well known from the
Bible. Cf. Num 21:6, Jer 8:17, 1 Cor 10:9, Rev 9:19, etc. In the Armenian
tradition, especially in the Christian period they are borne out by: Q.
UpqwGdwmywmbg, Qpng m ppng L Uwunilgh wihp uwd Uhbph goiwe
[Grots u brots yev Sasuntsi Davit kam Mheri dur | // Gpytp, <, 6n., <<
4-UU hpww., 1978; also L. UninGywG, <wdpG hp ptiyny, 0dG hp wnpuny
[Havkn ir tevov, odzn ir portov |, Gp., 5N hpww., 2011, t9 58-60, 74-75.

7% For the backstory of the diagrams cf. <. Uhpqnyw, Alpluymugnidf funf
Ukl Ghuwph wundmpii b [ Inknalratsum kam mek nkari patmutyun | // t9-
dhwoh(, N° 6, 1998, Lo 81-89.
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The diagrams testify quite distinctly that not only Suny but also
other erzats-historians tend to distort the historical reality, by
presenting the relations of Armenians and Turks before the
infamous events of 1915 in rosy colours, and moreover to blame the
Armenians themselves for the perpetrated villainy though it was the
latter who had fallen victims to the ferocious barbarity of the Turks.

The next passage presents another piece of perverted reality.

Instead of pursuing the programs of reform
demanded by the FEuropean powers, the Porte
committed itself to maintaining a cruel status quo in
which its Armenian subjects had the choice of
remaining the silent victims of Kurds and state
injustice or of organizing their own self-defense. They
did both. Many observers have noted that the urban
Armenian elites, particularly the clergy and the
wealthy business class, opposed the revolutionary
parties, and only with great difficulty did the radicals,
always a tiny minority among Armenians, convince
some of the more self-reliant of their countrymen, like
those of Sassun and Zeitun, to resist Kurdish taxation
and impositions. The Ottoman government reacted to
instances of Armenian resistance as if they were
insurrections against the state, and in putting down
these ‘“rebellions” the Turkish army and Kurdish
irregulars did not merely fight the armed rebels but
massacred women and children and burnt villagers.

R. Suny,
Looking toward Ararat, p. 105
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In the given passage the author first tries to explain the
situation in Turkey with the programmes of “reforms” forced by
the European powers and with the tense atmosphere created “as a
result.” He makes a feeble attempt to criticize the cruel status quo
maintained by the Porte, then as if trying to show understanding
and compassion for the Armenian people for organizing their self-
defence, he, however emphasizes the Kurdish factor which the
Armenian revolutionary parties had to resist. However, by
presenting Armenians as merely rebellious trouble-makers who, he
believes, were never numerous and were in deep dissension with
the Armenian intellectual elite, the clergy and the wealthy business
class, Suny once again tries to present the issue in a way that the
Armenians were the cause of the events.”” On the other hand, he
sees the reasons for what happened in the conservative position of
the authorities and although he does not assert an obvious policy of
denial, he inherently and incessantly attempts to alleviate the
heinous crime of the Ottoman government.

In the last micro-text — From Massacre to Genocide — Suny
writes with more circumspection:

An act of panic and vengeance metamorphosed
monstrously into an opportunity to rid Anatolia once and
for all of the one people that stood in the way of the
Young Turks’ plans for a Pan-Turanian empire.

77 Prof. Halil Berktay, a historian from Sabanci University in Istanbul, believes
there was no hint of any Armenian revolt, moreover, of any national uprising
in 1914-1915 (by April, 1915), and certain moves by individual members of
Armenian organizations were not the actions that could cause the well- known
policies of the Turkish government. Cf. «@uipplpn pnipplph dwuhly
[ “Turkery turkeri masin”], h. 111, t.9 39-40.
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One of the key questions about the Armenian genocide is
the degree of official state involvement in the carrying
out of the massacres that accompanied the forced
deportations of Armenians. Turkish and Turkophilic
historians, like Stanford and Ezel Kural Shaw, have
conceded that deportations took place in 1915-1916 but
have argued that they were carried out for strictly
military reasons and all precautions were taken to
safeguard the Armenians. Moreover, blame for the
necessity for deportation is laid on the Armenians, who
rose in April 1915 in the city of Van.
R. Suny,
Looking toward Ararat, pp.109-110

The mere presence of various emotional-expressive units in
the context (panmic, vengeance, metamorphosed monstrously,
forced deportations) makes the reader spontaneously’® pass from
the external (superficial) semantic field to the internal (underlying)
meta-semiotic one and comprehend the ‘“compassion” for the
Armenian people expressed by the author. Alongside with them,
units like the key questions, the degree of official state
involvement, have argued, strictly military reasons intensify the
author’s efforts to dissuade the reader once again from the idea
that the Ottoman government’s actions were intentional and
purposeful. It is in this sense that Suny puts forward the question
of the scale of the Turkish government’s involvement in the

" However, this is a seeming spontaneity, for the perception and understanding
of the hidden sense of the author’s words, in reality, go through a complex
process of deduction.
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massacres. He does not miss a chance to emphasize once again
that Russia’s intentions were, in fact, flagrant, and the main reason
for the deportations were due to circumstances arisen by the armed
hostilities. However, Rene Pinon,” a French journalist, has no
doubt that the Young Turks had pre-planned the deportation of
Armenians and used the fact of Turkey’s grave wartime conditions
to misinform and mislead the international community and cover
up their fraud.®

The pro-Armenian nature of Suny’s works is superficial. By
making a team of scholars called WATS (Workshop on Armenian
and Turkish Scholarship) in 2000, he tries to review the issue of
the Armenian Genocide in the light of joint discussions by a
number of Armenian, Turkish and Western researchers. Thus,
summarizing the outcome of these discussions, Suny and a co-
author of his, Fatma Miige Gog¢ek, write in the introduction of the

" R. Pinon brings some testimonies of historians on the Turkish ordered
“deportations”. Thus, only 150 Erzerumi (Arm. Karin — S.G.) Armenians out
of 18 000 reached their destination point; thousands of Armenians had been
displaced from Harpoot (Arm. Kharberd — S.G.) and shot dead outside the
town. Cf. Rene Pinon, La suppression des Armeniens. Methode allemande —
travail turc. Paris, 1916, p. 20-27.
<http://www.imprescriptible.fr/documents/pinon/> Rerieved [08.03.2014, 23:37]
Cf. also “T'enoyud apmsan 6 ocmanckou umnepuu (COOPHUK OOKYMEHMO8 U
mamepuanos)” | “Genotsid arm’an v osmanskoy imperii (sbornik dokumentov
Imaterialov)”] / non pen. M. I'.Hepcucsana. Epesan, uszn-so Aitacran, 1983;
J. Bryce, The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-1916.
London: Joseph Causton and Son Ltd, 1916.

% Relevant enough to quote S. Vratsian: “A whole civilized nation was
crucified and martyred brutally in the plain sight of the world; yet nobody
resisted and intervened. And who could, who had heart and will enough to
intervene as the globe drowned in blood. The mankind’s heart had hardened
to rock...” Cf. U.dpwgjw, &nzyd mnbnnuf [1bid.], te 12.
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book “A Question of Genocide. Armenians and Turks at the End of
the Ottoman Empire, ” edited by them:

Historians from Armenia met with those from
Turkey and their respective diasporas. There was no
dispute that deportations and massacres had occurred.
The evidence mounted that the forced movement of the
Armenians had been ordered by the Young Turk
government and party action, and that the mass killing
was both the result of government and party action,
and that while there were several moments of
Armenian resistance (most notably at Van in 1915),
there was no civil war. The two opposing Turkish and
Armenian nationalist narratives were replaced by a
single shared account based on documented record.
Yet many blank spots remained; archival access in
Turkey remained restricted; and disagreements about
timing of events, the motivation of the Young Turk
leaders, and, most importantly, the question of
whether to call the mass killings genocide had yet to
be resolved.

A Question of Genocide, pp. 5-6

In the above passage, specific verbal and grammatical
elements like there was no dispute, the evidence mounted that,
there was no civil war, attract attention at first sight. They are
meant to express the authors’ awareness of certain facts and
realities, and can be considered as cognitive markers. But such an
awareness and cognizance of the issue of the Armenian Genocide
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in the broad sense does not overcome the fake statements of the
pro-Turkish propaganda which have nothing to do with the reality.
In the broader context of the passage, by presenting the
prerequisites of and reasons for the formation of the WATS team,
the authors first of all attempt to highlight the importance and
usefulness of trusting the discussion of the question of the
Armenian Genocide to the historians of both sides.®! This,
however, has an adverse effect, for many progressive Turkish
intellectuals believe that the Turkish government’s move to leave
the discussion of this issue to historians is nothing but “boring
nonsense” and the easiest way to lead the solution to an impasse.
The point is that Turkish authorities have their own team of
historians (Selim Deringil, a Turkish historian, calls them the “A
team”) who already have their predetermined and unshaky
position: precisely coinciding with the government’s order. By and
large, the issue is a political one and it is quite senseless to transfer
it to the realm of historiography.

Although Suny and Gocek note the fact of deportations and
massacres, nonetheless, there still remain unsolved “blank spots”
for them as to whether it is appropriate to speak of any

8U Cf. wlonpptpp pmipplph dwupily [ “Turkery turkeri masin’), h. 111, ty 24,
32-33.
The utter absurdity and danger of this proposal is best proved by the thorough
critical analysis of the book entitled 7he Armenian Question in 120
Documents from the Russian State Archives, by Mehmet Peringek, published
in Moscow in 2011. Cf. I'. Mup3osu, H. I'onuap, /louemy cyo no gpaxmy
Tenoyuoa apman Typyus npuseieaem Odosepums ucmopuxam [ Pochemu sud
po factu Genotsida arm’an Turtsiya prizyvaet doverit’ istorikam ]. EpeBan,
mn-Bo ET'Y, 2012. The authors of the essay disclose the tricks and methods
(such as forgery and distortion of sources, denegation and refutation of
historical facts, etc.) employed by Peringek, unrelated whatsoever to a
scientific approach and aimed at denying the Armenian Genocide.
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organization and implementation of the Armenian Genocide and
even to use the term genocide at all. At the end of the passage they
use the unit yet in combination with the expression most
importantly, thus putting the fact and veracity of the Armenian
Genocide in still greater doubt.

In conclusion, it can be noted that the World War and
“external provoking” factors have consistently been asserted in the
mentioned study for the sole purpose of shaking any genocidal
responsibility off the shoulders of the Turkish authorities and turn
away the attention of the international scientific community from
the comprehension and interpretation of the true motives of those
horrible events. Suny’s recognition of the Armenian Genocide in
his Looking toward Ararat is sheer formality because the author’s
tendency of denial is inherently displayed here. It is borne out by
both extra-linguistic (historical and political) and linguistic facts in
his narrative. In the book 4 Question of Genocide, he no longer
attempts to maneuver, he just undermines, as it were, the reality of
the Armenian Genocide. His “researches” do nothing but pave a
way for numerous ambiguities and speculations. Another good
evidence of it is one of the subtitles he chose to use in his book
Looking toward Ararat. By Rethinking the Unthinkable: Toward
an Understanding of the Armenian Genocide the author seemingly
does not deny the crime of the Young Turk government,
condemning the unthinkable reality on the one hand, yet on the
other, he ploughs a fertile ground for an alternative interpretation
(rethinking), inherently highlighting the vicious and unacceptable
notion that the fact of the Armenian Genocide is still a matter of
dispute.
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Israel: Realpolitik or
Exclusivity Syndrome?

At present more than twenty countries of the world qualify the
events of 1915 as irrefutable reality — deliberate actions aimed at
the annihilation of a nation — that is to say, genocide. The
historical fact of the Armenian Genocide has been accepted upon
the decisions drawn at various times by the European Parliament,
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and other
international agencies.®

The most important of the reasons why there still are
individual politicians, parties, and even powerful and influential
states who evade this undeniable fact is that for them political
interest and moral position are concepts far away in two opposite
poles. In the issue of the Armenian Genocide “policy vs. morality”
dilemma is faced also by such a country as Israel whose nation

82 Albeit influential states like the USA have not yet officially accepted the fact,
the media in those countries including 7he New York Times, The Associated
Press, The Los Angeles Times, The Times, The Independent refer to the
events of 1915 time and again and qualify them as genocide. Even the
Turkish site <ntvmsnbc> recalls this.
<http://lurer.do.am/news/ 011/2010-03-18-34>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 21:52)).
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was subjected to genocide in the previous century and who
struggles against the deniers of it. However, as surprising as it may
be, Israel has quite a reserved attitude towards the genocide against
other nations, whereas by ethical standards it should have
undoubtedly been the first to accept it.*

Some twenty years ago, Ben Neria Baruch, Israel’s
Ambassador to Armenia and Georgia, argued that the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide was a very complex issue, since it
involved other nations as well. He believed that in issues like the
Armenian Genocide political interests were always important: it is
impossible to live only in history, there are always interests.™*
Certainly there are, and they are numerous. The strategic alliance
between Turkey and Israel is one of them, and this could, perhaps,
be taken as the primary reason for Israel not to accept the reality of
the Armenian Genocide. In fact, Turkey was the first Muslim state
to recognize the statehood of Israel in 1949, and the latter has so
far been almost always ready to resort to compromise in order to

% Discussing the correlation of morality and politics Y. Auron notes that ancient
Greek philosophers never separated these notions. The separation is common
to the philosophical thought of more recent times (B. Spinoza, T. Hobbes and
N. Machiavelli), whereas liberal philosophers have tried to unite somehow
politics and morality. In modern days politics and political cynical
considerations have utterly no relation with morality.
<http://www.noravank.am/arm/articles/detail. php?ELEMENT ID=4714>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 21:59]

8 <http://yerkirmedia.am/%D4%B1%D4%BA %20%D5%B6%D5%A1%D5%
AD%D5%A1%D5%A3%D5%A1%D5%B0%20%D5%AF%D5%A4%D5%
A1%D5%BC%D5%B6%D5%A1%20%D5%86%D5%AB%D5%AF%D5%B
8%D5%B5%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%A8,%20%D6%83%D5%B8%D5%AD
%D5%B6%D5%A1%D5%AD%D5%A1%D5%A3%D5%A1%D5%B0%DS5
%9D%20%D5%87%D5%A1%D6%80%D5%B4%D5%A1%D5%A6%D5%
A1%D5%B6%D5%B8%D5%BE%D5%A8?act=news&lan=hy&id=10968>
Retrieved [09.03.2014, 12:31]
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continue its neighbourly relations with Turkey.*> Therefore, in
recent years the issue of the Armenian Genocide — more precisely,
its performance — took on greater importance in the official policy
of Israel, becoming a barometer for measuring the Israeli-Turkish
relations.

Israel’s refusal to recognize the Armenian Genocide might
well be accounted for by another factor — a subtle psychological
one to which even more importance is attatched, although it has
nothing to do with the relationship between states and geopolitical
developments. It is the idea firmly fixed in the mindset of the
Jews that the Jewish Holocaust is a completely unique
phenomenon.*®

A wide variety of contradictory ideas expressed by various
statesmen, taken as a whole, suggests a dissociation of perceptions
by different groups of the Jewish people and the Jewish state. For
some two or three decades running, Israel has been manifesting a
mainly inactive position on this issue, although tacitly it has been
leading a policy of preventing the attempts towards the recognition

8 According to Harut Sassounian, the Editor-in-Chief of 7he California Courier,
... the leaders of Israel were willing to sacrifice the truth about the Armenian
Genocide as well as their personal dignity and integrity for the sake of
defending their misperceived strategic ties to Turkey”.
<http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:IYBPUVEBIJjgJ:
www.azg.am/EN/unicode/2002021401+&cd=1&hl=ru&ct=cIlnk&gl=am>
Retrieved [11.03.2014, 15:47]

% The Deputy Director of the Museum-Institute of the Armenian Genocide
S. Manukyan believes that a state created by the people who survived a
genocide should not have any alternative or hesitation to recognize and
condemn the first genocide of the 20th century. Whereas Israel not only fails
to recognize the Armenian Genocide but also somewhat prevents the
recognition process and expresses a position of denial.
<http://www.noravank.am/arm/articles/detail. php?ELEMENT ID=728>
Retrieved [18.04. 2014, 21:15]
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of the Armenian Genocide both inside the country and in the
United States. Up to this day, Israel has not ceased to amaze the
world in the aspiration for the exclusivity of the tragedy
experienced by its people.

In connection with the issue of the Armenian Genocide
Shimon Peres’ name has been mentioned more than once. In April,
2001, during his visit to Turkey as the Israeli Foreign Minister at
that time, in an interview to the Turkish news agency “Anatolia,”
Mr. Peres made a statement which was a manifestation of active
denial and thus he marked the beginning of the Israeli policy of
outright abnegation.”’

We reject attempts to create a similarity between
the Holocaust and the Armenian allegations.
Nothing similar to the Holocaust occurred. It is a
tragedy what the Armenians went through but not a
genocide. <...>

Israel should not determine a historical or
philosophical position on the Armenian issue. If we
have to determine a position, it should be done with
great care not to distort the historical realities.

Shimon Peres, April, 2001

%7 Surveys on this issue show that Israel’s position towards the Armenian
Genocide has passed several stages evolving from passive to active denial. Cf.
Y. Auron, Israel’s Attitude Toward the Armenian Genocide: Denial and
Recognition // Noravank Foundation.
<http://www.noravank.am/eng/issues/detail. php?ELEMENT ID=4813>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 23:55]
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Clouds of doubt in Sh. Peres’ speech cover the Armenian claims
of genocide, and this is, first and foremost, notable in the application
of the attributive word combination “the Armenian allegations”
which in its turn excludes the possibility of comparing the events of
1915 with the Jewish Holocaust (nothing similar to the Holocaust
occurred).  Sh. Peres openly supports Israel’s aspiration of
exclusivity. Obvious enough that using the semantically broader and
undifferentiated word tragedy, the speaker probably does not suspect
that although he has managed to avoid using the term genocide,
nevertheless both tragedy and genocide, even without being identical,
eventually are in the same semantic field, and any genocidal event,
including both the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust, is
in fact a tragedy, a tragedy of a whole nation never forgotten by the
generations of the transgressed, even a century later.™

First of all, why Armenian allegations? They are not
allegations but factual information: the testimonies of both the
survivors and the eyewitnesses,” real facts established by

¥ The linguocognitive observations show that in the mind of the speaker /
listener the word genocide infers the completion of the following general
associations: crime, massacre, tragedy, dark pages of history, bleeding
wound, lost homeland, blood-shed, etc. For details cf. U. Guuwupjwd, G-
Qupmpym Gy, Fwiip Upswidh “Udnpuyh wpwpp ...”" wyfuwanpnip
[ Taner Akchami “Amotali arark...” ashkhatutyuny | // dty, {wiwhwjlju-
Juwl hwnbu, Gp., 4k hwlntu UNE, 2012, ke 125-134; also p. 141 of the
present book.

% Cf. D. Sakayan, An Armenian Doctor in Turkey (Garabed Hatcherian: My
Smyrna Ordeal of 1922), Montreal: Arod Books, 1997; V. Svazlian, The
Armenian Genocide: Testimonies of the Eyewitness Survivors. Y erevan, RA NAS
Gitutyun Press, 2011; «<wyng ghquuyulmpynilp oudwlpul Ompphuwmd.
YbpunygpnuoGhph  JhuympimGl6p: Quuumuwpnpbph  dngmijuuonyy | “Hayots
tseghaspanutyuny osmanyan Turkiayum: verapratsneri vkayutyunner. Pastatght-
eri zhoghovatsu™],h. 1, 2, 3, n., Qubquy UM, 2012 .
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historical, political and legal documents.”® As for similarity, then,
of course, we have to agree that there can surely be no question
of sameness because the Armenian people have been
exterminated in their ancient homeland, together with their
cultural heritage. This, in fact, was also a cultural genocide,
unlike the Holocaust of the Jews who were far from their
homeland, in Europe. So the Holocaust and the Armenian
Genocide are even to some extent incomparable, especially and
more so as Armenians do not push forward a claim of such a
comparison. It was Rivka Cohen, the Israeli Ambassador to
Georgia and Armenia, that speaking at a press conference in
Yerevan on February 8, 2002 announced the Holocaust — the
genocide of the Jews — to be an unprecedented event, no tragedy,
including that of Armenians, could be compared with. In this
connection, the note of protest of the Armenian Foreign Ministry
ran as follows: “Armenia considers unacceptable any attempt to
negate or diminish the fact of the Armenian Genocide no matter
what motivates the reasoning. Moreover, Armenia has never had
a goal to draw parallels between the Armenian Genocide and the
Jewish Holocaust considering that any crime against human kind
is unprecedented by its political, legal, historical and moral

91
consequences.”

% “Tenoyuo apman: omeemcmeennocms Typyuu u 0653amenscmea Mupogozo
coobwecmsa. JJoxymenmor u xommenmapuu’ [“Genotsid arm’an: otvetst-
vennost’ Turtsii i ob’azatel’stva mirovogo soobshchestva. Dokumenty i
kommentarii” | / mox pen. 0. I'. Bapcerosa, 1. 3. M., m3a-Bo ['apmapuku,
2005.
<http://www.armenianow.com/features/8458/history_lesson genocide issue
deli?cd=6&hl=ru&ct=clnk&gl=am> Retrieved [15. 04.2014, 15:47]
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The Israeli officials following the official viewpoint worked
out by Turkish authorities have consistently declared that only
historians should deal with historical issues. But what can a
historian do against facts which have deep roots in the reality, and
against the pain that is always present in the memories of the
survivors and on the ancient walls of the monuments doomed to
destruction in Western Armenia!”>

According to the passage adduced above, the Israeli officials
do not consider it correct for Israel to determine a historical or
philosophical position on the Armenian issue or if they have to it
should not misinterpret the historical reality. But they do make a
historical decision by giving a false account of history when they
claim that nothing similar to the Jewish Holocaust (i.e. genocide)
ever occurred. In order to avoid ambiguity and enhance the idea
they have even found a clear-cut definition: it was a tragedy what
the Armenians went through but not a genocide. Maybe Mr. Peres’
firm belief that Israel should not express a historical or
philosophical position can be explained by his inclination to give
preference to political orientations. Especially interesting is that
this statesman is trying to hide his country’s flagrant, coarse denial
with the “objectivistic” veil of not corrupting historical facts (If we
have to determine a position, it should be done with great care not
to distort the historical realities).

%2 US Congressman Michael Ross believes that the Armenian Genocide is even
more horrible than what happened to the Jews. Journal de Geneve, in its
turn, wrote in March 1985 that the caravans of people driven to the Syrian
deserts were no less ferocious and barbaric than the death camps and gas
chambers of the Nazi regime. Cf. U. U. MnnnujywG, @njumbdwl wujpwph
pwnminhlbpmd | Goyatevman paykari karughinerum |, Gp., {<wjuunw
hpwwn., 1988, Lo 455.
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This interview of Sh. Peres was so scandalous that the Israeli
Foreign Ministry had to spread a special message through its
diplomatic missions. It stated that the Minister’s words were
wrongly interpreted in the Turkish media, and that in reality
(allegedly according to the information received from Ankara) it
had been said that the issue should be dealt with by historians, not
by politicians, that they did not support comparisons between the
Holocaust and the tragedy of Armenians, and that Israel did not
intend to take any political or historical position on this issue.

In other words, as Israel’s Foreign Ministry asserted, the
Turkish news agency had misinterpreted the Ministers words: “It
is a tragedy what the Armenians went through but not a
genocide”. But even this way, the Israeli official’s denialist
position was obvious, and the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s note
simply rejected the fact of the official’s active position of denial.
Such comments sound utterly unambiguous even for a
hypocritical policy, especially that Mr. Peres did not make any
practical step to refute his words as they had appeared in the
Turkish media.”> Thus, when Rivka Cohen evaluates the
Armenian Genocide as tragic events, but not a genocide, she
actually repeats Sh. Peres per se, and views the Jewish Holocaust
as an incompatibly unique (emphasis — S.G.) phenomenon of
deliberate destruction of an entire nation.

Y. Auron, Israel’s Attitude Toward the Armenian Genocide: Denial and
Recognition // Noravank Foundation.
<http://www.noravank.am/eng/issues/detail. php?ELEMENT ID=4813>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 23:55]

Cf. also Y. Auron, The Banality of Denial. Israel and the Armenian Genocide.
New Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Publishers, 2003.
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Holocaust was a unique phenomenon — since it
had always been planned and aimed to destroy the
whole nation. At this stage nothing should be
compared with Holocaust.

<http.//asbarez.com/46347/israeli-ambassador-says-no-
parallels-between-holocaust-and-1915-genocide/ >
Retrieved [08.03.2014, 00:11]

The Israeli Foreign Ministry’s official response on the issue of
the Armenian Genocide was as follows:

As Jews and Israelis we are sorry for the killings
and tragedies that took place particularly in 1915-16.
We understand the outbursts of the feelings of both
sides, know that there were many victims and realize
the suffering of the Armenian nation. The examination
of this theme requires discussions with participation of
large communities of society and dialogue of
historians, which will be based on facts and proofs.

<http.//www.turkishweekly.net/article/232/israel-s-

approach-to-the-armenian-allegations. html >
Retrieved [08.03.2014, 00:18]

In the official response, expressions like killings and tragedies,
many victims, the suffering of the Armenian nation at first sight
make a faulty impression that the speaker is just about to use the
term genocide too, thus giving credit to the already uncontestable
historical truth confirmed long ago by numerous and various official
documents, written and oral testimonies, feature and documentary
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reproductions.”* The above-mentioned estimations in the passage
are an attempt to prove the necessity of a scholarly dialogue based
on facts and evidences. However as the larger context shows, the
main aim of the official response is to stress out again the
uniqueness of the Holocaust in the history of mankind. Then,
“graciously” or “justly,” it is said that Israel accepts the tragedy of
Armenians but those events cannot parallel with the Holocaust,
although this, by no means, diminishes the scope of the tragedy.

The most impressive response to Sh. Peres’ scandalous
declaration was given by Prof. Israel Charny” in his open letter of
April 12, 2001:

It seems to me, according to yesterday’s report in
the Ankara newspaper, that you have gone beyond a
moral boundary that no Jew should allow himself to
trespass. <...>

Even as I disagree with you, it may be that in your
broad perspective of the needs of the State of Israel, it
is your obligation to circumvent and desist from
bringing up the subject with Turkey, but as a Jew and

M “Tenoyuo apmsan: omeemcmeennocms Typyuu u 06s3amenscmea Mupogo2o
coobwecmsa. Joxymenmol u xommenmapuu’ [ Genotsid arm’an. otvetstven-
nost’” Turtsii 1 ob’azatel’stva mirovogo soobshchestva. Dokumenty 1 kommen-
tarii”’] / mon pen. 10. T'. Bapcerosa, 1.1. M., usa-so Fapnapuxu, 2002, ¢.789;
Bw. UmpnG, hupwylih ghppnpnpmdp <wjng ghnuwuwulmppul hupgnid.,
dbpdmd L dwlwpsnnf  [Israyeli dirkoroshumy — Hayots tseghaspanutyan
hartsum.: merzhum yev chanachum)) // bnpuywGp hhiGunpud.
<http://www.noravank.am/arm/issues/detail.php?ELEMENT ID=4714&...29.
04.2010> Retrieved [08.03.2014, 00:46]

% Israel Charny is the Executive director of the Institute on the Holocaust and
Genocide in Jerusalem and Editor-in-Chief of the Encyclopedia of Genocide.
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an Israeli I am ashamed of the extent to which you

have now entered into the range of actual denial of

the Armenian Genocide, comparable to denials of the
Holocaust.

<http.//www.azg.am/EN/2001042804>

Retrieved [08.03.2014, 20:11]

Prof. Charny’s statement, though an open disagreement to
Peres, diplomatically attempts to view the problem from the
political perspective as well by using linguistic units which infer:

e some logical compromise (even as I..., it may be that...)

e avoiding certainty on one side and admitting probability on

the other (it may be that...)

e an emphasis on statesmanship from the viewpoint of
Realpolitik (in your broad perspective of the needs of the
State of Israel)

e sparing the person of the addressee at the expense of
national and political necessity (it is your obligation to
circumvent... and desist from...).

The very existence of such a context, however, does not veil
Charny’s real, honest and condemning approach to his addressee’s
immoral position. His criticism sounds like accusation. Primarily
from the position of his national, then from that of his state and
civil identity (as a Jew and an Israeli), he speaks most negatively
(I am ashamed) of Peres’ explicit denial (comparable to denials
of the Holocaust), thus qualifying it as going beyond a moral
boundary that no Jew should allow himself to trespass. At the
International Conference “The Crime of Genocide: Prevention,
Condemnation and the Elimination of Consequences” in
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December, 2010, in Armenia, which different scholars on genocide
from about 20 countries attended, in an interview to
<Panorama.am> Israel Charny, evaluating Israel’s official position
on the issue as evil, expressed his attitude of anger and
disappointment towards Israel’s shameful failure to recognize the
Armenian Genocide. Nevertheless, he was pleased to mention that
they had culturally won the battle in Israel, since the people of Israel
absolutely know the Armenian Genocide, they do not deny it.”®

It can be clearly seen that although the official circles have a
negative attitude, nevertheless, the Jewish sound academic minds
in Israel unequivocally condemn the Armenian Genocide and
unanimously accept the fact of the crime against Armenians as an
obvious example of a predetermined, meticulously organized and
officially directed genocide. In this connection Charny writes that
the Armenian Genocide is notable in many ways, particularly as
the earliest example of a mass homicide of the 20th century which
many consider a rehearsal for the Holocaust.

Yehuda Bauer, an American scholar of Jewish descent, also
mentions that the massacre of Armenians is similar to the
Holocaust. He perceives the mass destruction of Armenians during
the period in question as the forerunner of the Holocaust of which
the case of Armenians is the closest analogue. He is more than
certain: “If we compare the number of Armenians killed by the
Ottoman regime with the Armenian population in Turkey the

*® However he believed, they still had to defeat the manipulative approach to
life even when great moral principles are involved.
<http://www.friends-of-armenia.org/magazine/relations-with-israel/17-
recognition-process-of-armenian-genocide-in-israel>
Retrieved [08.03.2014, 21:05].
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number of victims excels or at least levels the ratio of Jews
martyred during World War I1.” ¥’

Isracli Ambassador’s infamous press conference and the
above-mentioned response of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Israel echo in the comments of the Israeli genocide expert Yair
Auron. He has no doubts that the historical significance of the
official statement cannot be diminished for where did the victims,
the broken fates and tragedy occur from if there was no Genocide,
no Holocaust. It seems absurd to him that no murderer is notified
as if a natural calamity had happened <..> and of course the
uniqueness of the Holocaust noted. Y. Auron expresses his firm
belief that there is much cynicism, arrogance, intrinsic conflict and
irresponsibility in that dangerous official statement. Declarations
like that defile the memory of the Holocaust victims.”® As an
Israeli Jew, Y. Auron, apart from being a true scholar, is a
responsible citizen of his country and is willing to apologize to
each Armenian. He is convinced that the Jewish people cannot feel
satisfied as long as Israel does not abandon its anti-historical

%7 <http://noravank.am/arm/issues/detail. php?ELEMENT ID=728>

Retrieved [08.03.2014, 21: 13].

Making his comments on the issue Mordechai Nisan, Professor of the Jewish
University of Jerusalem, mentions that Armenians survived genocide,
displacement and scattered all over the world, the most part of their homeland
is devoid of Armenians and fallen under Turkish rule (cf. the website
mentioned).

Bw. UmnnG, ~upmwylih ghppnpnpnidp <wiing gbnuuwwlnipul hwpgnid.
dbpdmd L cwlwsnmd  [Israyeli dirkoroshumy Hayots tseghaspanutyan
hartsum. merzhum yev chanachum | // LnpuywGp hhiGunpud.
<http://www.noravank.am/arm/issues/detail.php?ELEMENT ID=4714&...
29.04.2010 > Retrieved [08.03.2014, 00:46]
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recitation of the Armenian Genocide and does not change its
immoral position.”

Both Israel Charny and Yair Auron strongly condemn
speculations on the Armenian Genocide and the policy of denial
adopted by the state of Israel, and qualify it as a “terrible shame,”

bR 1Y

“malfeasance,” “failure” (I. Charny), “cynicism,” “arrogance,”

“inner contradiction,” “irresponsibility” (Y. Auron). According to
Auron, such an attitude towards the genocide against some other
nation causes immense moral damage to the Jewish people and
desecrates the memory of the Holocaust victims and the
significance of a fair position.

Although, as we know, scholarly and official circles hold
incompatible positions in the question of the Armenian
Genocide, it should be noted however, that a small number of
officials of the State of Israel have endeavoured on their own
initiative to eliminate the existing discrepancy between
pragmatic policy and moral justice. On April 27, 1994, Israeli
Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin, speaking to the Knesset
(the legislature of Israel), expressed the idea that what had
happened to the Armenians was certainly not merely a
consequence of the war but undoubtedly a massacre and a
genocide which cannot be forgotten for whatever political
consideration.

1t was no war. It was most certainly massacre and
genocide, something the world must remember... We

% <http://www.noravank.am/arm/issues/detail.php?ELEMENT ID=4714&...
29.04.2010 >
Retrieved [15.04.2014, 17:58]
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will always reject any attempt to erase its record, even
for some political advantage.

<http.//www.inhomage.com/index.php?page=

historical_quotations>

Retrieved [08.03.2014, 21:34]

On April 24, 2000, Yossi Beilin, as the Minister of Justice, once
again confirmed his opinion that the fait accompli was an irrefutable
fact of genocide, and that the Turks must be made clear the Israelis
cannot accept the Turkish political claim to neglect the historical
truth. The disappearance of one and a half million people was not a
consequence of indifference or carelessness but a premediated felony.

Something happened that cannot be defined except
as  genocide. One-and-a-half  million  people
disappeared. It wasn’t negligence, it was deliberate. |
do not think that the government has to take an official
decision on the issue, but we must clarify to the Turks
that we cannot accept their political demands to ignore
a historical event.

<http.//'www.armenian-genocide.org/beilin. htm[>
Retrieved [08.03.2014, 21:38]

On the same day of commemoration of Armenian martyrs
Israel’s Education Minister Yossi Sarid on his own initiative
visited the Armenian quarter and made the following statement:

1 join you, members of the Armenian community,
on your Memorial Day, as you mark the 85th
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anniversary of your genocide. I am here, with you, as
a human being, as a Jew, as an Israeli, and as
Education Minister of the State of Israel.

Every year Armenians gather in Israel and all
over the world to remember and to remind the world of
the terrible disaster, that befell your people at the
beginning of the last century.

For many years, too many years, you were alone
on your Memorial Day. I am aware of the special
significance of my presence here today along with
other Israelis. Today perhaps for the first time you are
less alone.

The Armenian Memorial Day should be a day of
reflection and introspection for all of us. A day of soul-
searching. On this day, we as Jews, victims of the
Shoah should examine our relationship to the pain of
others.

The massacre which was carried out by the Turks
against the Armenians in 1915 and 1916, was one of
the most horrible acts to occur in modern times.

The Jewish ambassador of America to Turkey in
those days, Henry Morgenthau, described the
massacre as “The greatest crime in modern history.”
Morgenthau did not predict what was in store later in
the 20th century for the Jews, the Shoah, the most
terrible of all (emphasis — S.G.) is still in front of our
eyes.

The person who was most shocked and shocked
many people was the Prague-born Jewish author,
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Franz Werfel with his masterpiece “The Forty Days of
Musa Dagh.” <...> He wrote: “The pitiful scene of the
starved and mutilated children of the Armenian
refugees gave me the last push to redeem the cruel fate
of the Armenian people from the abyss of oblivion.”

<...> Today in Israel very few youngsters have
heard about Musa Dagh, very few know about the
Armenian Genocide. | know how important the
position of the Jews, and especially the attitude of the
State of Israel to your genocide are for Armenians in
the world. As Minister of Education of the State of
Israel, I will do whatever is in my capacity in order
that this monumental work “The Forty Days of Musa
Dagh” is once more well known to our children. I will
do everything in order that Israeli children learn and
know about the Armenian Genocide. Genocide is a
crime against humanity and there is nothing more
horrible and odious than Genocide. <...> We, Jews, as
principal victims (emphasis - S.G.) of murderous
hatred are doubly obligated to be sensitive, to identify
with other victims.

We have to evoke among the young generation
natural and deep indignation against manifestations of
genocide in the past, in the present and in future.
Genocide is the root of all evil and we have to make
supreme political and educational efforts to uproot and
extirpate it.

Whoever stands indifferent in front of it, or
ignores it, whoever makes calculation, whoever is
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silent always helps the perpetrator of the crime and not
the murdered.

In 1918, Shmuel Talkowsky, the secretary of
Chaim Weizmann wrote with the approval of
Weizmann, an important article entitled “The
Armenian Question from a Zionist Standpoint.”

Among other things, he said. “We, Zionists, have
deep and candid sympathy for the fate of the
Armenian people. We do this as human beings, as
Jews and as Zionists. As human beings our motto is: |
am a human being. Whatever affects another human
being affects me.”

“As Jews, as an ancient exiled people we suffered
in all parts of the world. I dare say they made us
experts of martyrdom. <...>Among the nations who
suffer in our neighborhood there is no nation, whose
martyrdom is more similar than the Armenian people.
As Zionists we have several reasons to sympathize with
the Armenian Question.” <...>

I would like to see a central chapter on genocide,
on this huge and inhuman atrocity. The Armenian
Genocide should occupy a prominent place in this
program which does justice to the national and
personal memory of every one of you, to the memory of
all the members of your nation. This is our obligation
to you, this is our obligation to ourselves.

< http://'www.armeniangenocide.org/sarid.htm[>
Retrieved [11.03.2014, 17:05]

122



In every passage of the Israeli Education Minister’s address to
the Armenian community one can obviously sense the full
understanding and assessment by him of the fact of the Armenian
Genocide, the willingness to share the irreparable loss and grief of
the Armenian people. He himself as a Jew, as a citizen of a country
where two nations of common fate live side-by-side, as the son of
a people that has survived a genocide, cannot lack sensitivity
towards the fair claim of Armenians ignored for years. With this
very sense does the Education Minister, along with his fellow
Jews, stand by Armenians on this sacred day of commemoration,
for it is his country’s duty, his fellow countrymen’s and his own
moral duty to support them.

The annual commemoration rallies of the representatives of
the Armenian community, in his opinion, are extremely important
because they draw the attention of the world to the Armenian
Genocide — this shameful and horrendous event in the beginning of
the 20th century, they force everyone to look inside their souls,
and understand their attitudes towards the pain of others.

In the broader context of Sarid’s speech, the ten salient
appearances of the term genocide both in relation to the Armenian
Genocide in particular and as a detestable and condemnable fact
for humanity in general emphasize the whole structural and
semantic scope, the capacity of the word meaning and the
speaker’s comprehension of the problem. Thus, between the lines
one can sense the Minister’s honest confession that it is very
difficult at least to live side by side with the representatives of a
people whose just cause is being ignored. He believes that first and
foremost it is the Jewish state and its people, as a nation who have
survived a Holocaust themselves, that can share the thoughts and
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reflections of the Armenian people, their experiences and
expectations. This idea is especially crystallized in expressions like
the Armenian Genocide, your Genocide, and in the use of the
possessive pronoun your in various parts of his speech (your
Memorial Day, your genocide) which allows one to conclude that
in this context the implicit meaning is: the pain is yours, and no
one can feel it better than you do. However, the speaker does not
imagine himself as a detached onlooker who sees the problem in
perspective. On the contrary, having inherited from his elder
generations the painful experience of the Holocaust, he cannot but
feel with the same bitterness the pain caused by the horrible
disaster of the Armenian Genocide, and sense the importance of
standing by the Armenians (I am aware of the special
significance of my presence here today; ... we as Jews, victims of
the Shoah, should examine our relationship to the pain of
others). And although in this case the pain is not directly his own
nation’s, he is well aware of its incredible weight.

In the first part of the speech the rhetorical device of the four-
step repetition (7 ... as a human being, as a Jew, as an Israeli,
and as Education Minister of the State of Israel) plays an
important role in terms of meaning and style by which the speaker
fulfills a certain verbal tactics moving from a more common,
universal measurement towards the national one, which in this
case involves more than a mere statement of nationality and
implies that he is also a representative of a nation which shares a
common fate. Then he transcends to the level of political and
public identity and ultimately to the official state level which is a
narrower but more sensitive perspective in this particular
situational context.
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In the broad horizontal (verbal) context of the speech the
frequently used term genocide is paralleled with expressions like
terrible disaster, massacre, one of the most horrible acts to occur
in modern times. However, both these words and word
combinations and quotes from other people’s speeches, such as:
the greatest crime in modern history (Henry Morgenthau), the
cruel fate of the Armenian people (Franz Werfel), the Armenian
Question, the fate of the Armenian people, martyrdom (Shmuel
Talkowsky'®) and their recontextualizations in Yossi Sarid’s
speech are aimed at making clear for the reader / listener that his
understanding of the phenomenon of genocide is rather thorough
and comprehensive.

By applying such units the speaker is trying to draw attention
to another important mission of his: to revive the moral
characteristics of the Jewish nation by restoring in the memory of
his audience the positive image of ethnic Jews, such as Henry
Morgenthau, Franz Werfel, Shmuel Talkowsky. They are the true
incarnations of his nation’s morality. In this way he is trying to
counteract, to compensate for the immoral behaviour of the Israeli
authorities, while, as it would turn out, they would go even farther
along the path of their moral aberration. The speaker believes that
all those who treat the phenomenon of genocide with silence or

1% Shmuel Talkowsky was a Zionist leader and later the secretary of Israel’s

first President Chaim Weizmann. He has expressed sorrow for the
martyrdom of Armenians and noted that “free and happy Armenia, free and
happy Arabia, and free and happy Jewish Palestine are the three pillars on
which the peace and prosperity of the Middle East should rest.”
<http://www.lragir.am/index.php/arm/0/society/view/34137 >

Retrieved [08.03.2014, 22:53]
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indifference'*!

or operate on a profitable political basis, always
help the criminals. The pragmatic evaluation of this notion of
Yossi Sarid allows us to see that the charge here is not only
general and targeted against all sorts of deniers and denying (this
tendency of the author is borne out by the use of the pronominal
form whoever which occurs thrice in the context: whoever stands
indifferent in front of it — (genocide — S.G.), whoever makes
calculation, whoever is silent always helps the perpetrator and
enhances the idea of generalization) but has also a particular focus
on reckoning his country’s position of denial as unacceptable.

The speaker is fully aware of how important for Armenians
worldwide the official Israeli position on the issue is. He assures
that he will employ all his rights and opportunities as Minister of
Education, so that the younger generation of his nation knows the
background of this terrible crime against Armenians. He has no
doubts that only those who are well informed, who sense the
abhorrence of all kinds of genocides perpetrated against humanity,
are able to truly recognize and condemn them.

However, it is not impossible to understand from the context
of the Minister’speech that while the Jewish official deeply shares
the grief of the Armenian people and presses for its recognition,
nevertheless, he fails to throw off the consistently overwhelming

% Discussing the problem of indifference Yahir Auron severely criticizes the
representatives of the Zionist movement (David Ben-Gurion, Yitzhak Ben-
Zvi and others) whose attitude of silence and indifference both in the period
of the slaughter of the Armenians and after seems out of logics and morality.
Moreover, the Armenian Issue has been avoided not only by individual Zionist
leaders but also by the official historiography. Cf. 3w. UmnpnG, Uhnthqup L
Swing ghnuwuwwlnipniGp. UlGplnmiGEh  wimuppbpmpil | Sionizmy
yev Hayots tseghaspanutyuny: Anynduneli antarberutyun ], 6n., Qulquly
ume, 2013.
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idea of the Holocaust being the primary one of its kind. Note the
use of such expressions as: the most terrible of all, we Jews, as
principal victims.

Obviously, both individual statesmen and scholars who accept
the Armenian Genocide particularly emphasize that this issue has a
deep moral significance for the Jewish people — survivors of the
Holocaust — and for the State of Israel, as their representative; that is
why the advanced Jewish public are determined to fight up to the
end. He wonders if the authorities of the Jewish state, who tend to
leave the solution of the problem to experts, will eventually hearken
to the voice of the public. Maybe they will at long last come to the
understanding and accept that there cannot and must not be an
insurmountable gap between politics and morality and maybe they
will stop petty political manipulations of moral principles?
Eventually, the political reputation of any government is the result
of its moral image, reflected in its behaviour.

Currently, as relations between Israel and Turkey are somewhat
complicated, and discussions of the issue of the Armenian Genocide
are expected within the Israeli government, can we hope that Israel
will at long last get rid of its hyperpragmatic principles of Realpolitik,
as well as the exclusivity syndrome and take a just stand on the
matter? It should be borne in our minds that the Armenian Genocide
is not only the problem of the Armenian people but also of the whole
mankind for it can never be severed from the historical memory of
humanity.'"*

However, as experts in Turkish Studies mention, the issue of
the Armenian Genocide is just one of Israel’s key factors against

192 <http://www.panorama.am/am/politics/2010/04/19/manukyan/? >

Retrieved [08.03.2014, 23:09]
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Turkey, a trump card to exert pressure on it. Israel is, of course,
anxious about Turkey’s recent involvement in the region and
especially the behaviour of its authorities in power, but it seems
unlikely to recognize the Armenian Genocide in the near future.
The problem may happen to be included for discussion in the
Knesset and certain steps may be taken to stir up the Israeli
political information field but that is not a reason for serious
expectations.'” And as long as this problem has not reached its
fair solution it will continue to be in the agenda of international
policy, and world powers will keep playing on it to regulate
Turkey’s behaviour in the world arena.
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Taner Akcam’s Position
on the Armenian Genocide

For almost a century Turkey has been investing tremendous
political power and resources to impede the international
recognition of the Armenian Genocide. However, notwithstanding
the enormous possibilities and powerful means Turkey tries to
make use of, in advocating its persisting policy of denial, (which
on an international scale is rightfully characterized as the “Turkish
denial syndrome” or “an industry of denial”'®), it is obvious that
this darkest page in the history of Armenia written by the bloody
hands of the Young Turks and their predecessors, will eventually
be condemned as an unprecedented barbarity — the first genocide
in the history of mankind.'®

1% The characterization “the Turkish denial syndrome” and “industry of denial” is
particularly encountered in: d. ywnpywmG, <uyjwlhwl ghnuuwwlnpul
prpwlhwl hbppuwl qifuuninn mwppbpp: lvbqupmpdwl L Genofiph
dwuliunfnpn  plwypbph  numdGuuppmpimii | Haykakan  tseghaspanutyan
trkakan herkman glkhavor tarrery. Kheghatyurman yev keghtsiki masnavor
depkeri usumnasirutyun |, GuGunu, Qnpjwl hGunphwmnin, 1999.

105 As mentioned above, the Armenian Genocide commemoration and
condemnation acts have been passed in more that 20 parliaments of the
world.
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Henry Morgenthau wrote in 1918: “I am convinced that in the
entire history of humanity there have been no more horrendous facts
as this massacre is. All manslaughter and persecutions that
happened in the past seem almost insignificant as compared to the
sufferings of the Armenian nation in 1915.°'° Although the
ineffable tragedy of the Armenian people later became a diplomatic
bargaining chip for the big nations,'”’ nevertheless, renowned world
intellectuals responded to the Armenian massacres quite honestly.
M. Twain, J. Lepsius, A. T. Wegner, H. Morgenthau and A.
Mandelstam are just a few examples.'*®

It should be noted that in recent years a unique link in the
chain of Western scholarly comments on the recognition and
condemnation of the Armenian Genocide is the book “A Shameful

Act: The Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish

1% H. Morgenthau, Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story. Garden City New York:
Doubleday, Page & Company, 1918, p. 324. Cf. also U. Q.. Lhpuhujwd,
. Q. Uwhwlyyw, <wybph ghnuuwywlmpimn oudwlpul fuwjupni-
pjnilimyf [Hayeri tseghaspanutyuny osmanyan kaysrutyunum), Gp., {w-
Juwunwl hpww., 1991, Lo XIX.

Describing the policy of the European governments in the period in question,
Dmitr A. Spirov writes on this occasion: “Europe is a rare filthy whore as can
be seen in the outskirts of Constantinople, especially in Sulugule. She has
become the pimp and patron of the bloodthirsty tyrant and the grand murderer.
She is a worm paired with the oriental aga gnawing on the bones of the rayah,
a night owl, a spook, a vampire that wanders on the burial-ground and feeds on
the bodies of the poor, sucks their blood and juice like a drone...” (#rans. fiom
Armenian - S.G.). Whwnn U, Ughpny, <wjwoumwdlp L ungpwd Upnny
Swipnp [Hayastany yev sultan Abdul Hamidy ], pupqu. pnynuptptiGhg 4.
<. Bhlgnqyui, Gp., 2000, ko 29.

For more details cf. U. Q. Uhpuhujm@, [t Q. Uwhwljjub, 1991, anya
wkpnud [1bid]; 4. Awqupwl, Oudwljul prplGunybinmppul Ghppn
wuwnng hwy L djmu dnpnympnlbph gbnuuwuwlGmppul wuandnipjn
[Osmanyan brnapetutyan nerko aprogh hay yev myus zhoghovurdneri
tseghaspanutyan patmutyun), h. 3, 6p., Enhp ®pplp hpww., 2010.

130

107

108



Responsibility” authored by Taner Akcam, a Turkish historian
and sociologist.'”” In the book, the history of the Armenians of the
Ottoman era and the Armenian-Turkish relations in general are
examined in a new light, “breaking” many ideological cliches and
stereotypes. Based on thorough investigation this book by T.
Akcam presents to the current generation of Turks the shameful
facts of their past. As the author rightfully suggests, Turkey must
face its own history and bear moral responsibility for the
Armenophobic policy of its ancestors. This is the decisive step
Turkey must take paving the way to real democracy.'"

T. Akcam is one of the exceptional Turkish historians who
openly criticizes the 1915 felony qualifying it as a genocide.!'’ The
following quotes published in various periodicals support this claim:

One of a handful scholars who are challenging
their homeland’s insistent declarations that the
organized slaughter of Armenians did not occur,

' Taner Ak¢am has been in politics since his young age. In 1976 he was
arrested as an editor of a student political paper and sentenced to 10 years of
imprisonment. A year later he escaped from jail and found refuge in
Germany under the protection of Amnesty International. Beginning from
1988, Akcam was working at the Hamburg Social Studies Institute taking
special interest in problems of the Armenian Genocide. In 1996, he defended
a PhD thesis on the issue, and since 2002 he is an adjunct professor at the
Minnesota University (USA). He is the author of 10 books including “A
Shameful Act: The Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility,” published in 2006, which is here the subject of our inquiry.

<http://archive.168.am/am/articles/10909-pr >

Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 21:19 ]

Cf. U. Quwuyupywul, 9. {wpmpynbywl, Cwilkp Upswidh «Udnpuijh
wpwpp. .. » uwpuwapnipnilip [ Taner Akchami “Amotali arark...” ashkhatu-
tyuny | // dtd hwdwhwjjuywl hwinbu, N° 2 (38), Gp., 4k hwinbu
ume, 2012, te 125-134.
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Akg¢am is the first Turkish specialist to use the word
“genocide” publicly in this context."’’
(The New York Times, Turks Breach Wall of

Silence on Armenians, March 06, 2004)

The few Turkish Scholars who have challenged the
official line have been called traitors. Taner Ak¢cam,
the only Turkish historian to have talked of
genocide...m

(The Economist, Turkey and the Armenians.
A Historical Heroin, March 25, 2004)

But what makes Ak¢cam’s book stand out among
other works on the subject - apart from the fact that the
author is a Turk - is that it is the first scholarly attempt
to understand the genocide from the perspective of the
perpetrator rather than the victim.""*

(Montreal Gazette, Taner Ak¢am: The Turk who
Insists Turkey Acknowledge the Armenian Massacre,

June 26, 2004)

T. Akgam’s position in the issue of the Armenian Genocide

becomes obvious at the very moment one takes the book in hand.
The title itself succinctly discloses the author’s evaluative attitude to
the facts, events and conceptions presented. His denouncing
approach first of all is indicated in the attributive word combination

< http://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/06/arts/turks-breach-wall-of-silence-on-

armenians.html > Retrieved [11.03.2014,17:46]

'3 < http://www.economist.com/node/2545973> Retrieved [11.03.2014, 17:53]

14 <http:/hnn.us/article/5983> Retrieved [11.03.2014, 18:09]
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a shameful act in the title, the basic semantic unit being the attribute
expressed by the adjective shameful; the idea of shamefulness is
being actualized by the stem shame carrying an intrinsically
negative connotational colour combined with the suffix -ful, which
is meant to make the negative colouring even stronger. The inherent
negative charge of the unit shameful becomes even more intensified
when perceived in the context of the Armenian Genocide and the
question of Turkish responsibility where the unquoted use of the
unit genocide directly points to the fact that the author actually
admits the reality of the Armenian Genocide and condemns its
executors. Moreover, T. Ak¢am’s ethnic identity is no obstacle on
his way to expressing his honest views in defence of the Armenian
cause and calling on his fellow nationals not to shirk responsibility,
for only by taking the responsibility may they try to cleanse the
brand of shame inherited from their ancestors.

Thus, the very title of the book attracts the reader’s attention
and succinctly informs about the overall content of the narrative,
discloses the identity of the text in general and enables the reader
to foresee the author’s predisposition.

In his book T. Akcam covers a large range of questions
elucidating the genocidal situation in the Ottoman Empire at the
beginning of the 20th century. He presents, describes and discusses
completely fresh and crucially important records and facts the
investigation of which leaves no room for doubts about a centrally
planned and instructed operation of annihilation and even the
division of labour among various organizations.

Discussing the causes of the Genocide the author, referring to
Refik Ahmed, highlights the documented reality that the
annihilation of Armenians had long become one of the national
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objectives of the Unionist leaders who had planned to avoid
carrying out reforms in the six eastern provinces, and to solve the
Armenian “problem” at its root (p. 112).

On the other hand he reveals the falsity of the prevailing opinion
of Turkey’s forced entrance into the war. As the author confirms, the
Unionists, on the contrary, made great efforts to join the war, for they
were well aware of the opportunities they could be availed of by the
process of World War 1. They expected they could manage to return
the territories lost in the Balkan war and accomplish their grand
project of Pan-Turanist and Pan-Islamic expansion.

Referring to different documents, official and private
correspondence T. Ak¢am also brings out the ideal of the Turkish
authorities to destruct the Moscovite enemy in order to get a
possibility to include all branches of Turkic people into the Empire
and unite them. The author criticizes the “illusory goal” of the
Ottomans which prompted them to instigate the actions in Baku in
1918 aimed at cleansing Azerbeijan of Russians and Armenians in
order to provide “territorial continuity” between Turks.'"

Thus T. Akcam openly declares that the Turkish authorities
perceived Armenians (as well as Greeks) to be a major territorial
and religious obstacle preventing the realization of their Pan-
Islamic objectives. This was a goal which they strived to achieve
by all means: deportations, mass killings, violation of historical,
geographical and demographic facts.

Interestingly enough, the author dedicates his book to the
memory of an ethnic Turk, named Haji Halil, who (as testified by
Greg Sarkisyan at a conference in Armenia in 1995), risking his

5 Cf. J. M. Landau, Pan-Turkism: from Irredentism to Cooperation.
Bloomington: Univesity of Indiana Press, 1995, p. 55.
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own life, saved and hid eight members of the family of Greg
Sarkisyan’s mother for more than six months. The author believes
this heroic deed of Haji Halil, as well as the candid praise for the
act of a Turk by Armenians makes him expect positive shifts in
Armenian-Turkish relations. Thus:

I would like to dedicate this book to the memory of
Haji Halil, a devout Muslim Turk, who saved the members
of an Armenian family from deportation and death by
keeping them safely hidden for over half a year, risking his
own life. His courageous act continues to point the way
toward a different relationship between Turks and
Armenians...<...> | was deeply moved by the story, by
the humanity that triumphed over evil and by the fact that
an Armenian could find it in his heart to praise a Turk in a
public forum, for the humanity. The memory of Haji Halil
reminds us that both, Turks and Armenians, have a
different history on which they can build a future.

T. Ak¢am, A Shameful Act ... p. VIII

It is rather obvious from the context of the passage that, writing
on the Armenian Genocide and commemorating an ethnic Turk, the
author aims at opening the eyes of the Turkish society, help them
know and understand their past, thus attempting to shed new light
on the Armenian-Turkish relations. And although the author fully
reasons that the heroic stance of Haji Halil and other individuals
alike cannot level out the amount of what had been done and the
grade of the atrocities, he cannot underestimate the value of this
kind of Turk. He would prefer more people among his nation be like
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Haji Halil, for Ak¢am is also a Turk, and he does not want to be
ashamed for the disgraceful behaviour of his compatriots.

This book breaks with that tradition. It is a call to
the people of Turkey to consider the suffering inflicted in
their name on those “others”. The reason for this call is
not only the scale of the Armenian genocide, which was in
no way comparable to the individual acts of revenge
carried out against Muslims. It is also because all studies
of large-scale atrocities teach us one core principle: to
prevent the recurrence of such events, people must first
consider their own responsibility, discuss it, debate it, and
recognize it. In the absence of such honest consideration,
there remains the high probability of such acts being
repeated, since every group is inherently capable of
violence; when the right conditions arise this potential
may easily become reality, and on the slightest of
pretexts. There are no exceptions. Each and every society
needs to take a self-critical approach, one that should be
firmly institutionalized as a community’s moral tradition
regardless of what others might have done to them. It is
this that prevents renewed eruptions of violence.

T. Ak¢am, A Shameful Act ... p. 2

This book is an appeal to the Turkish people not to evade
reviewing the shameful chapters of their history full of atrocities,
but rather to make an effort to discuss, learn and criticize the
condemnable acts of Turks in order to prevent such crimes against
humanity in future. In the passage this idea is conveyed to the

136



reader by the use of such connotationally coloured linguistic
means as inflict, prevents, renewed, eruptions, violence.

11
% the use of homogeneous

From a pragmalinguistic viewpoint
predicates (people must consider their own responsibility, discuss it,
debate it, recognize it) is of special interest; hereby the author tries
not only to make his language more persuasive but also denote the
sequence of steps that may bring to the admittance of the Genocide:
first, consider their share of guilt, discuss, debate and then recognize.
From the pragmatic point of view the use of the unit “others” is also
important. In our surveys we have dealt with the use of pronominal
units their, they, these in works that deny and reject the fact of the
Armenian Genocide. Particularly in the book titled "An Armenian
Question...? Let's Consider..." by H. B. Danisman, the unquoted use
of pronominal units expresses the implicit sense of mutual alienation
and hostility.""” In the example above the quoted pronoun “others”
emphasizes the fervent desire of the author to eliminate the stereotype

" In linguistic research nowadays more significance is being given to the role of a
human being as the key element of communication. The complex relationship
between the speaker/writer and the listener/reader is rendered paramount
importance to in speech activity which is always dependent on the pragmatic
goal of the speaker. Thus, pragmalinguistics — an appealing and promising
branch of linguistics, is always communicatively-oriented and aims at revealing
the peculiar features of speech formation in this or that social and commu-
nicative situation. Cf. S. C. Levinson, Pragmatics. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1983; H. JI. ApymionoBa, E. B. IlagyueBa, Mcmoxu,
npobnemvl u xamezopuu npazmamuku // HoBoe B 3apyOeKHOW JIMHIBHCTHKE
[Istoki, problemy i kategoii pragmatiki // Novoe v zarubezhnoy lingvistike],
BoIL 16. M., m3n-Bo Ilporpecc, 1985, c. 3-43; J. Verschueren, Understanding
Pragmatics. London: Arnold, 1999, etc.

S.Gasparyan, G.Harutyunyan, L.Gasparyan, Inferpretations of the Armenian
Genocide: A Linguocognitive Study // “Language, Literature & Art in
Cross-Cultural Contexts,” AASE-3 International Conference. Yerevan,
2011, 4-8 October.
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of mutual alienation, in the meantime targeting his criticism against
scholars who accept, confirm and constantly fuel the sense of
alienation by using quotation marks. In other words, the quotations in
this case convey a new shade of meaning to the word fulfilling its
communicative purpose: to highlight the idea of peaceful coexistence
of nations, including Armenians and Turks.

By dedicating his book to the memory of Haji Halil the author
writes about the Genocide of Armenians, admitting and recognizing
it, but at the same time as an ethnic Turk he seeks to somehow justify
the Turkish people by refusing to make generalizations about the
Turkish society as a whole. The use of words, collocations and
utterances like every group, inherently capable of violence, the right
conditions arise this potential may easily become reality, on the
slightest of pretexts affirms this not only in the given passage but
also in other extracts of the book like the one that follows:

Those who acted collectively in history were not the
entivety of “Turks” and “Armenians”, but certain
organizations or groups that shared a common interest
and claimed to be acting in the name of the nation or
religion to which they belonged. In some cases, this meant
the government, in others a political party, in still others,
the representatives of a clearly defined class or subclass.
It is even questionable whether the broad mass of
Muslims in Anatolia at the time understood themselves
as Turks, or Kurds, rather than as Muslims. In all cases,
however, these actors never comprised the entire national

or religious group that they claimed to represent.
T. Ak¢am, A Shameful Act ... p. 15
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The first thing in the passage that strikes the attention of the
reader is the statement of the author which indirectly guestions the
awareness of Turks and Kurds of their national identity (whether
the broad mass of Muslims in Anatolia at the time understood
themselves as Turks, or Kurds, rather than as Muslims) and
spreads light on what R. Suny tries hard to disguise under the veil
of World War I. That is the basic underlying reason for pre-
planning and unleashing the Armenian Genocide — the insatiable
desire of the Turkish authorities to take possession of vast
territories in the Middle East and establish the Greater Turan
inhabited only by Muslim population (cf. pp. 79, 85, 90, 91 of the
present book). Thus, it was their aspiration for religious superiority
and the morbid pining for the Greater Turan that mattered, and
this can be deduced from the mentioned utterance of the passage.
Although in various parts of the narrative the author emphasizes
the fact of the pre-planned nature of the Armenian Genocide,
based on the documentary files of numerous testimonies, court
writs, national and international instructions, published and
unpublished notes and memorandums, nevertheless, by using
words and expressions like group, government, organization,
political party, representatives of a clearly defined class or
subclass the author once again attempts to persuade the reader that
the committed crime was the act of a specific group — a political
party, authorities or some other team. And he does this with a sole
purpose: to alleviate the share of guilt of the Turkish people trying
to enhance the idea that not the nation as a whole but a certain
group of people is to be held culpable.

The following passage where the author examines the terms
“Armenian” and “Turk” makes this notion even more convincing:
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...Instead I have selected more precise terms for the
people involved in any particular actions. The terms
“Turks” and “Armenians” which are widely used in
historiography and conversation, are not historical
categories but rather ahistorical constructions. They are
used to express only that one group is not Armenian and
the other not Turk. This not only misrepresents history

but exacerbates public perceptions and prejudices today.
T. Ak¢am, A Shameful Act ... p.16

The passage reveals the author’s intention: to take a fresh look
at the terms “Armenian” and “Turk,” and bring the discussion of the
Armenian-Turkish relationship to a new stage. One can hardly
accept the author’s idea of the terms “Armenian” and “Turk” being
non-historical categories. As words widely used in historical,
ethnographical and anthropological studies they are merely
metalinguistic units (ethnonemes) denoting ethnic identity,
nevertheless, from the point of view of their conceptual content they
cannot evade historicity, for ethnos itself is a community of people
sharing common material, linguistic and cultural features. It is
historically formed within a certain space and time''®. By viewing
these notions as “ahistorical” concepts the author definitely intends
to take away the historically formed stereotype of alienation.
However, it is undeniable that almost a century after the Genocide
the words “Armenian” and “Turk” still bear a conflicting mark in

S Cf. @ppunpupwilul pumupw( | Pilisopayakan bararan ], Gp., {wjwu-
wnwl hpwuw., 1975, k9. 4. This is particularly supported by Miroslav Hroch
in his essay Nationalism and National Movements: comparing the past and
the present of Central and Eastern Europe // Nations and Nationalism, N°
2(1), 1996, p. 35-44.
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both Armenian and Turkish comprehension (cf. the next chapter of
the present book), also due to the fact that the culpable side is not
courageous enough to admit the historical truth. Moreover, they
make every possible effort to deny the undeniable truth and present
a distorted past to their future generations. To illuminate the idea let
us just refer to Taner Akcam’s highlight of the term genocide.

Because of the long-standing Turkish policy of
denial, the very term “genocide” has become contested
— sacred to Armenians, taboo to Turks. Both sides attach
supreme importance to the question whether or not
“genocide” should be used.

T. Ak¢cam, A Shameful Act ... p. 9

It is not difficult to deduce from the context of the passage that
the unit genocide, the use of which is definitely conditioned by the
historical reality, the basic background ideology and the aim of com-
munication, is perceived as two conflicting concepts in the minds of
an Armenian and of a Turk: sacred for the Armenian, and taboo for
the Turk.

Thus, in the mind of a Turkish speaker/listener the word
genocide 1is associated with forbidden, far-fetched, silenced,
immemorable and discrediting ideas which remind one of a
disgraceful past, but in the mind of an Armenian it recollects a
combination of the following associations: crime, massacre, tragic
chapters of history, bleeding wound, dispossession of homeland,
blood-shed, etc. From the perspective of a national mentality the
coded meaning of the unit genocide draws the listener’s attention to
the connotational colouring of the word corresponding to the mindset
of that very nation. This can be viewed on the diagram below.
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The diagram shows that in the mindset of a Turkish speaker
and of an Armenian speaker the possible associations of the term
genocide are not of a common nature. This explains the
impossibility of mutual understanding of the issue in question
between the two nations to this day. Moreover, the existing tension
between the opposing sides becomes intractable as it is impossible
to find common ground. It is also important that on a rational level
the speaker’s perception conditioned by national identity, ideology,
mentality and other factors in the case of Armenians comes close to
the essence of the concept of gemocide and suggests ideas of
requisitioning; in the case of Turks the perception drifts away from
this understanding in favour of a denialist’s viewpoint.

T. Akg¢am’s interpretation of the concept genocide is based on
the definition by R. Lemkin.'"

I have used the term in line with the United
Nations definition adopted in 1948. Accordingly,
genocide includes the partial or complete destruction
of an ethnic, national, racial, or religious group,
whether in periods of peace or war. The definition
covers various means of destruction, be it killing
members of a particular group, exposing them to grave
physical or emotional harm, inflicting such physical

"% In 1944 the US saw the publication of “Axis Rule in Occupied Europe” by
R. Lemkin in which the author came up with a thorough and detailed legal
analysis of the policy of the Nazi Germany during World War II. The work
is also noted for the scrupulous examination and further addition to the
comments on the term genocide.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide>
Retrieved [15.04. 2014, 18:12]
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damage that ends the group’s continued existence,
preventing the group’s members from giving birth, or
forcibly removing their children and merging them
with other communities. Under the terms of the UN
definition, and in light of all the documentary
evidence, we cannot but call the acts against the
Armenians genocide.

T. Akcam, A Shameful Act ... p. 9

The value of the words we cannot but call the acts against the
Armenians genocide by T. Akcam cannot be overestimated.
Inspiring confidence and encouragement, they once again assert
that what happened to Armenians in the Ottoman Empire at the
beginning of the 20th century is nothing but genocide; and no
other word but genocide could be the internationally accepted term
to evaluate the committed felony.'*’

However, a notable consideration occurs in T. Ak¢am’s book:
the author believes it is not the term itself that requires attention
but the very fact of the Genocide that deserves condemnation (zhe

moral position that recognizes the crime and condemns it).

The important thing, however, is not the term, but
rather the moral position that recognizes the crime and
condemns it. However we define 1t, whatever word we
use, we must acknowledge that this history involved the

129 For more details cf. U. Quuwwpywl, &pknb punh hudwpdbpnpjul
nupwmp wlqrbpnbGny | Yeghern bari hamarzhekutyan dashty anglerenum |
// dtd hwdwhwjjuywb hwintu, N°1(29), 6n., dkd hwlgbu UME, 2010,
Lo 138-148.
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deliberate destruction of a people. In 1915 Cerkez
Hasan was an Ottoman officer commissioned fo resettle
Armenians in what are now the Syrian and Iragi deserts.
When he realized that the real aim of the deportations
was not resettlement but annihilation he resigned. “You
may argue whether or not the word ‘killing’ is
synonymous with ‘deportation’,” he said. “Use it in any
way you want, it doesn’t change what actually
happened in any real sense... There is only one terrible
way to understand what happened, and of which the
whole world is aware (Aksin 1987: 169%').”

T. Akcam, A Shameful Act ... p.9

One cannot possibly overlook, however, the well-established
linguistic reality that any word, under the influence of various
linguistic and extra-linguistic factors, can grow more powerful and
capacious, can be enriched by new shades of meaning, evaluative-
attitudinal components, thus changing in depth and volume, and
expressing the speaker’s attitude to a certain issue, turn to a weapon
to influence the audience. Neither should it be ignored that each year
on April 24 Armenians worldwide listen closely to the words of the
President of the USA to hear whether or not he will pronounce the
word genocide in his annual address, for the mere utterance of this
single linguistic unit is sure to add a new subtext to the message, even
to landmark a breakthrough along the process of admitting,
condemning and conceding the responsibility of Turkey for the 1915
Genocide. After all why not call it what it is?

21'S. Aksin, Jon Tiirkler ve Ittihat ve Terraki [ Zhon Tyurkler ve Ittihat ve Teraki].
Istanbul, 1987, s. 169
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The Armenian Genocide must be condemned by the whole
world as the first genocide of the 20th century for this is the demand
of Justice, and the demand of our concern for the Future of this world;
for it is our sacred duty to prevent any recurrence of genocide on this
planet in future.

T. Akcam’s work enables us to mark a step forward along that
path, for it reassures and fosters the hope that Turkey will eventually
come to read the dark chapters of its history, admit the truth, and

undertake a roadmap of peace in its relations with Armenia.'*

122 1t is not a mere chance that T. Akcam writes: “The Armenian Genocide is
nothing else but a real genocide, and not a mere massacre or murder. I would
say if what happened in 1915 is not called a genocide, then we should say no
genocide has ever occurred in the world.” This is the rationale of the author:
things must be called by their names proper to create a right attitude towards
them. <http://araxmag.blogspot.com/2010/06/1915.html>
Retrieved [07.03. 2014, 1:37]
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“Armenian” and “Turk”
as Cognitive Concepts

Today, in the 21st century, in the era of human rights, freedoms
and responsibilities and the right of nations to self-determination
and democracy the issue of the Armenian Genocide is still one of
the most debated among officials at the highest echelons of the
international community. This is the issue of a genocide carried out
about a century ago, but unfortunately still subject to debates due to
political considerations and calculations by some. Genocides,
regardless of national and time measurements, should, undoubtedly,
be constantly discussed, and perpetrators punished so that further
generations of humanity do not even think of executing one or
passively watching the powerful in arms do it, so that they learn
whence and how genocides emerge and what outcome and
consequences they have both for the victims and the executors, as
well as for the international community. But if the issue of the
Armenian Genocide has been disputed for almost 100 years this,
certainly, gives rise to serious reflections.

The international community, particularly the influential
political bodies and organizations are never tired of appealing to
solidarity and peace. Meanwhile, today’s Turkey, the successor of
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the Ottoman Empire, possesses a substantial part of the habitat of
the Armenian people, usurps the property and cultural wealth stolen
from them, denies the fact of the Genocide, bullies all over the
world, and schemes against the Armenians.'” How then can
solidarity be achieved between the two countries, in this region, in
this world, and eventually in peoples’ souls?

The Armenian Genocide has, indeed, been recognized in
dozens of countries and by international bodies; they have
confirmed it by numerous resolutions and adopted laws. They also
condemn the executors and legally prosecute the deniers.
However, as mentioned above, there are countries, political leaders
and, unfortunately, “scholars” who deny it, preferring geopolitical,
economic and often also personal interests at the expense of justice
and morality, sometimes in fear of Turkish threats which actually

generate and lead the denial campaign.'**

12 A vivid illustration of the vicious mechanisms of behaviour inherited by the
present Turkish government from their predecessors is Turkey’s active support
and participation in the recent events in Kessab — a region in Syria inhabited by
Christian population, prevailingly Armenian.
<http://armenpress.am/eng/news/755363/turkish-intellectuals-condemn-ongoing-
events-in-kessab.htmI>

Retrieved [15.04. 2014, 18 : 30]

See, e.g., R. Melson, 4 Theoretical Inquiry into the Armenian Massacres of
1894-1896 // Comparative Studies in Society and History, XXIV, 3 (July
1892), p. 481-509; S. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern
Turkey, vol. 1. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976; G. Lewy,
The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey: A Disputed Genocide, Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2004; R. Suny, Looking Toward
Ararat: Armenia in Modern History, Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana
University Press, 1993; A Question of Genocide. Armenians and Turks at the
End of the Ottomann Empire / Ed. R. Suny, F. Gogek, N. Naimark. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2011, etc.
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In this part of the linguocognitive examination'” of some
interpretations of the Armenian Genocide, I intend to make use of
the opportunities offered by the theory of frame widely applied in
cognitive linguistics and reveal the contrived and fabricated nature
of the denial propagated through those interpretations.

The advocated denial, apart from everything else, overlooks a
very important factor: the information stored in the memory of not
only Armenians but humanity at large, and that information is by
no means in favour of the Turks, for the events of the dawn of the
century in Western Armenia and the Turkish policy in general
have forged certain cognitive models in the field of human
perception and left such a deep imprint on the worldview of
mankind (first of all on the worldview and cultural outlook of the
dispersed Armenian ethnicity) that the neglect of this issue is
unacceptable, to say the least. Indeed, in the process of proper
perception and interpretation of the events the adequate evaluation
of the terms Armenian and Turk has an important background
significance, and in this very matter the theory of frame comes to

1% In surveys on problems of gnoseology and cognitive linguistics in particular,
the anthropocentric approach and the cognitive orientation of studies allow
to reveal the correlation of linguistic phenomena and the human knowledge
accumulated from the objective reality by personal experience as well as expose
the mechanisms underlying the cognitive processes. As a result, speech is
viewed as a process reflecting public behaviour which rests upon cognitive
structures fixed in human brain and deduces the “inner mind” formed therein.
Particularly in the matters of cognitive-pragmatic aspect the key to their solution
is in the intersection of lexicology and a number of other sciences. Cf. E. C.
Ky0psikoBa, [lapaduemvl HayuHO020 3HAHUS 6 TUHEBUCIMUKE U ee COBDEMEHHbIL
cmamyc [Paradigmy nauchnogo znaniya v lingvistike i yeyo sovremennyy
status)] // U3B. PAH Cep. Jlut-pol u 513., T. 53, 122. M., 1994; ©. MwpnGjwd,
Laqyuwawbusnnpmpimd L pghulmpu [ Lezvachanachoghutyun yev diskurs),
6n., GNL hpun,, 2011; ete.
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aid."”® The cognitive model may be defined as a knowledge
forming mechanism, a structure comprising the total of knowledge
and experience in the human consciousness which has a situational
cultural background; it can contribute to the cognition of various
typical situations and phenomena presenting the essential, inherent
and possible set of various concepts.

The first stage of investigating the concepts Armenian and
Turk reveals the stylistic neutrality of these units. In other words,
they are concepts which first and foremost indicate ethnic
identity.'”” Nevertheless, the names of both nations are destined to
be interrelated. In the Armenian linguistic conscience the first
member of this pair is positive, while the second one is perceived
as most negative. This contrast exists in the Turkish mindset as
well but with the opposite placement of the members. Yet in the
first case it is the result of a bloody collective experience which
has engendered an adequate state of mind in Armenians to become

126 Cognitive models form the world outlook of a human and direct his or her
behaviour. On this issue cf. E. C. KyopsikoBa, B. 3. [lembsnkos, III. T.
Hanxpau, JI. I'. Jlysuna, Kpamxuii cnosapb KOSHUMUBHBIX MEPMUHOE,
[Kratkiy slovar’ kognitivnykh terminov]. M., MI'Y, 1997; M. MuHckuii,
Dpetimbl 01 npedcmasnenus 3nanuti [Freimy dlya predstavieniya znaniy].
M., m3n-Bo DHeprus, 1979; U. @uaamop, Ppelimsl U ceMaHMUKA NOHUMAHUS
[Freimy i semantika ponimaniya] // HoBoe B 3apy0eHOM JIMHTBUCTHKE. KorHu-
TUBHBIC acIIeKTHI s3bIKa [Novoe v zarubezhnoy lingvistike. Kognitivnye aspekty
yazyka], e, XXIII. M., u3a-Bo IIporpecc, 1988.

In most English dictionaries the mentioned units are interpreted as follows:
Armenian — a member of a people dwelling chiefly in Armenia but also
dispersed throughout the Middle East and emigrated to the New World; Turk
— a member of any of numerous Asiatic peoples speaking Turkic languages
who live in the region ranging from the Adriatic to the Okhotsk and who are
racially mixed but are held to have risen in the Altai mountains and western
Siberia. (Cf. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. Massachusetts:
Merriam-Webster Inc. Publishers, 1981, p.119, p. 2465).
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an integral part of their national identity, while in the latter it is the
result of misleading propaganda caused by the psychological
impediments and pragmatic concerns, which together preclude
their taking the responsibility for crimes committed by their
ancestors. Perhaps it can be said that Armenian and Turk are not
merely separate concepts; their contraposition forms a complex
conceptual sphere on the cognitive level. And if the concept Turk
is presented with conceptual frames like Turk — enemy, Turk —
barbarian, Turk — murderer of a nation, which may be generalized
by the frame Turk — menace, the concept Armenian in the
Armenian linguistic conscience and in general exists in frames like
Armenian — creator, Armenian — Christianity/ Christian, Armenian
— victim, Armenian — grief. | should hasten to add that it took quite
a long time for Armenians to overcome the last two complexes.
Deep in the national conscience of Armenians are also rooted
the frames Armenian — subsistence, Armenian - survival. If we rely
upon the image of an Armenian depicted in Byzantine sources (the
concepts Armenian and brave were known to be synonymous in

12%) " the mentioned sequence of conceptual

the Byzantine Empire
frames will be completed with Armenian — valour the validity of
which is also borne out by our national liberation movement, as
well as the freedom struggle of Artsakh.

In the semantic structure of the word Turk the following

metaphorical meanings are highlighted: “one who is cruel,

2 Cf. «Rymquibnuiui wnpynipGpy [“Byuzandakan —aghbyurner”], h. &,
EtnthwGbuh pwupniGuynn, pupqy. < Rwpphyjwd, te 313, oGp. 56 pun’
U.Upwqu, <wjjwiwld plplmpjul  hhdGwpwnpbpp. pubuwly, jbgn,
whmmpymd [Haykakan inknutyan himnakarery: banak, lezu, petutyun],
6., 2007, Lo 28.
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1"'% or "applied to anyone having

hardhearted, or tyrannica
qualities attributed to Turks: a cruel, savage, rigorous, or
tyrannical man.” ° Interestingly, in various surveys, studies and
fiction as well these two concepts indicating the two ethnic
identities have almost always been presented in two diametrically
opposed ways.

As early as in 1853 in an article in the American Daily Tribune
Karl Marx expresses the idea that the Turkish presence in Europe
seriously hampers the development of the region (the presence of
the Turks in Europe is a real obstacle to the development...), and the
unreasoned religious fanaticism of the Turkish mob is able to
undermine any progress (the fanaticism of Islam supported by the
Turkish mob ... to overturn any progress...)."!

Another mention of the image of Turk is found in Victor
Hugo’s poem "L'Enfant" (The Child): "Les Turcs ont passe’ la.
Tout est ruine et deuil” (Turks went through there; All is ruin and
sorrow). In these lines the stylistically neutral narrative utterance
Turks went through there followed by the utterly negative image
all is ruin and sorrow indirectly, yet clearly, draws the picture of a
Turk in the reader’s imagination — ferocious as it could be that it

12 Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. Massachusetts: Merriam-
Webster Inc. Publishers, 1981, p. 2465:
0 The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on Historical Principles, vol. 2.
Oxford: Clarindon Press, 1978, p. 2382.
<http://ziontruth.blogspot.com/2007/11/was-karl-marx-zionist-neocon-bat-
yeor.html> Retrieved [15.04. 2014, 18:17]
On this issue cf. also U.Guuwwnywd, G- LwpmpynGyumd, L. Gwuwwpjud,
Suyng  ghnwuwwlnppulG  wpowpomdGhph  jbqudwlusnqululG
JupuwhunnynipyiG6pn // Lpwptp hwuwpwyuywl ghwnmpjniGGhph
[Hayots tseghaspanutyan artsartsumneri lezvachanachoghakan yurahatku-
tyunnery], 1(633), 6p., << G-UU G-hwnnipjnil hpwwn., 2012, Lo 184-199.

152

131



would brutally trample even the juvenile innocence on its way to
suppress the liberation struggle of the Greeks.'**

It is important to note that the concepts Armenian and Turk
have been elucidated in a similar way also in works by other

1 .
3 as well as in

134

foreign authors and eyewitness testimonies,
voluminous archival and contemporary documents.

On July 16, 1915, US Ambassador to Turkey Henry Morgenthau
in a confidential telegram informs the Secretary of State:

Deportation of and excesses against peaceful
Armenians are increasing and from harrowing
reports of eyewitnesses it appears that a campaign of
race extermination is in progress under a pretext of
reprisal against rebellion.

Morgenthau’s point is that the Armenian people are a peaceful
population without any destructive ambitions, whereas they were
being treated extremely harshly, and the acts of cruelty were
increasing on and on. As the American high-ranking official

B2y, Hugo, Les Orientales / Ed. Charles Gosselin, Paris, 1829. Cf. also A.
Ekrem, L’image du Turc dans les Orientales de Victor Hugo // Francofoni
2003, N° 15, pp. 91-100.

Vivid cases in point are: Q-. Q@nuwpy, <wylwlwl mnhbwownp | Haykakan
tohmatsary |, punqu. huyuGtptGhg U. UniphwujwG, Gp., <wjwunmwGh
gnnnGtph dshmpjuG hpww., 2005; Q. Smuwps, <wyng Guuul [Hayots
ktak], pupqu. huywGtiptGhg U. Unmphwujw, 6n., N hpww., 2011; T
I'yapu, benas eopa [ Belaya gora |, nepeBon ¢ ucnanckoro B. I'yperko. M.,
mg-s0 duron XXI, 2013; U. Upwwl, Upmunnmjmbbph wqupulnp
[Artuytneri agaraky], pwpqui. hwwitptGhg U. QwpnpjnGyuiG, Gp.,
Uwhwy Muwppl hpwwn., 2007; etc.

The documentary English texts used in this part of the book have been
derived from the website of the Museum-Institute of the Armenian
Genocide: <http://genocide-museum.am/eng/ >
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qualifies, the eyewitness testimonies were heartbreaking and soul-
tearing (harrowing), and it was clear that a campaign of
extermination of a whole human race was being executed under
the Turkish government pretext of retaliation against rebellion.

On August 8, 1915, Ambassador Morgenthau reports about his
conversation with Talaat. He informs of the desolated Armenian
settlements and the hateful attitude of the Turks towards Armenians.

<...> they had already disposed of three quarters
of them, that there were none left in Bitlis (Arm.
Baghesh — S.G.), Van, Erzerum (Arm. Karin — S.G.),
and that the hatred was so intense now that they have
to finish it.

There are similar testimonies in Austrian documents, too. On
September 30, 1915, the Austrian charge d’affaires Count
Trauttmansdorff writes to Imperial Foreign Minister Baron
Stephan Burian from Constantinople:

With great satisfaction Talaat bey has recently told
me that hardly any Armenians were left in Erzerum ...

In 1915, Leslie Davis, US Consul to Turkey, in a message from
Harpoot (Arm. Kharberd — S.G.) to Ambassador Morgenthau in
Constantinople qualifies the expulsion of Armenians from the
region as a very large scale slaughter. He notes that Armenians
were designed to be exterminated as a race by a special plan (the
plan was to destroy the Armenian race as a race), and that goal
was being accomplished with such a cold-blooded and barbaric
prudence that they at first did not even realize what was going on.
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<...> it has been no secret that the plan was to
destroy the Armenian race as a race, but the methods
used have been more cold-blooded and barbarous, if
not more effective, than I had at first supposed <...>

<..> it seems to be fully established now that
practically all who have been sent away from here have
been deliberately shot or otherwise killed within one or
two days after their departure. This work has not all
been done by bands of Kurds but has for the most part
been that of the gendarmes who accompanied the
people from here or of companies of armed tchetehs
(convicts) who have been released from prison for the
purpose of murdering the Armenian exiles.

<..> I do not believe there has ever been a
massacre in the history of the world so general and
thorough as that which is now being perpetrated in
this region or that a more fiendish, diabolical scheme
has ever been conceived by the mind of man <...>

The US diplomat’s speech clearly indicates the widespread
nature of the massacres — not a mere deportation or expulsion but
rather a planned action to eliminate Armenians as a nation. He
qualifies the methods applied as more cold-blooded and barbarous
than he could ever imagine. By using the unit deliberately
(especially of something bad | done on purpose or as a result of
careful planning, intentional'>), the US Consul highlights the
intentional abhorrence of the genocidal plot which was nothing

35 Cf. Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture. Addison Wesley
Longman, 1998, p. 340.
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other than a diabolical machination of the human brain (.../ do not
believe there has ever been a massacre in the history of the world
so general and thorough ... or that a more fiendish, diabolical
scheme has ever been conceived by the mind of man...).

The US Consul also gives a detailed account of the "displaced"
population driven through the Harpoot valley (Arm. Kharberd —
S.G.) to Deir-el-Zor.

Many Turkish officers and other Turks visited
the camps to select the prettiest girls and had their
doctors present to examine them <. . .>

All in the camp were beyond help.

The quotes make clear for the reader that Turks were enemies
of Armenians, yet nothing is said to assure the contrary. It was
from the Turkish side that came the gross hatred towards
Armenians, and the hatred was so intense that Talaat pronounced
with great satisfaction: hardly any Armenians are left in Erzerum
(Arm. Karin — S.G.). Pretty Armenian girls were being chosen by
Turks after medical examination. And when Leslie Davis writes:
all in the camp were beyond help, he writes it about the
Armenians, not the Turks. Armenians were the victims smitten
with sorrow and confined to grief. Turks were the enemy,
barbarous and murderous.

While the massacres were proceeding under the same
methods, the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador to Turkey Pallavicini
was informing his country’s Foreign Minister Ottokar Czernin on
the situation in Turkey (as of 22 December, 1917).
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Most parts of Armenia, Kurdistan and Mesopotamia
have become a theatre of barbarous and horrible sights.

Once again we come across the reference barbarous, this
time in the speech of a high-ranking Austro-Hungarian diplomat.
In the expression a theatre of barbarous and horrible sights, the
adjective barbarous complements the noun sights on the sentence
level but on the pragmatic and cognitive levels barbarous refers
also to the Turks, for the executors of barbaric scenes are
barbarous themselves.

On May 24, 1915, Great Britain, Russia and France issued a
joint declaration clearly indicating that Turks and Kurds massacred
the Armenians with the approval and assistance given by the
Ottoman government:

For about a month the Kurd and Turkish
populations of Armenia have been massacring
Armenians with the connivance and often assistance
of Ottoman authorities. Such massacres took place in
middle April (new style) at Erzerum (Arm. Karin —
S.G.), Dertchun (Arm. Derjan — S.G.), Eguine, Akn,
Bitlis (Arm. Baghesh — S.G.), Mush, Sassun, Zeitun,
and throughout Cilicia. Inhabitants of about one
hundred villages near Van were all murdered. In that
city Armenian quarter is besieged by Kurds. At the
same time in Constantinople Ottoman government ill-
treats inoffensive Armenian population. In view of
those new crimes of Turkey against humanity and
civilization, the Allied governments announce publicly
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to the Sublime-Porte that they will hold personally
responsible for these crimes all members of the
Ottoman government and those of their agents who are
implicated in such massacres.

Essentially important is the fact that in international
documents the Turkish-Kurdish actions against the Armenians are
expressed with verbs like massacre, murder, besiege, ill-treat,
whereas the Armenian population is defined with the adjective
inoffensive. Such linguistic actualization in speech immediately
forms the dichotomy murderer—victim on the cognitive level and
still intensifies it by the statement new crimes of Turkey against
humanity and civilization which confirms that the Turkish state
followed a consistent policy and a regular practice.

Hans von Wangenheim, the Ambassador of Germany to
Constantinople, reports to Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg on July
7, 1915:

Apart from the material damage incurred by the
Turkish state as a result of the deportation and
expropriation of a hard-working and intelligent element
of the population, for which the Kurds and Turks who
are preliminarily taking their places do not constitute
worthy substitutes, our trade interests and the interests of
the German welfare institutions existing in those parts of
the country are also being severely damaged.

As described by the German official serving in Turkey,
Armenians were a hard-working and intelligent element of the
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population for which the Kurds and Turks ... did not constitute
worthy substitutes. In the context of Wangenheim’s statement it is
quite visible that Armenians with their industry and gift of
creativity have made a significant contribution to the country’s
economy. This has prompted foreign witnesses and officials to
speak words of respect and appreciation both for the Armenian
people and certain individuals. A case in point is the official letter
of Marcel Cachin, a French MP representing the Seine, sent to the
Foreign Minister Aristide Briand on December 19, 1915:

The foreign affairs committee of the chamber was
informed by respectable Mr. Aharonyan about the
new attempt of extermination of the whole nation.
The tragic story of this prominent Armenian was
confirmed by the reports of American and Swiss
missionaries and consuls, and they are involved in the
last book of honorable lord Bryce.

In another official Austrian document, sent from Constan-
tinople on September 30, 1915, the disastrous state of the Ar-
menians in Ottoman Turkey is mentioned:

The situation of the Armenians in Turkey is
hopeless; it seems that the Turkish government has
planned the extermination of the entire Armenian
race.

The passages show that there were more than enough
grounds for the formation of the frame Armenian — victim, and
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this is borne out by the use of such statements as the new attempt
of extermination of the whole nation, the tragic story, the
situation of the Armenians in Turkey is hopeless, etc. Among
many others, they come to testify that the occurrence of the frame
Armenian — victim was not a mere chance, but based on
individual and national experience. There were no obstacles for
the Turkish leaders to realize their plan and achieve their goal,
fast and final. The butcher himself — Talaat pasha — the Interior
Minister of the Ottoman Empire, states in his order-messages that
the Armenocide should be executed however tragic the means
may be; and there must be no hesitation or objection to his
demands. Thus, for example,

September 3, 1915

To the Prefecture of Aleppo:

We advise that you include the women and

children also in the orders which have been

previously prescribed as to be applied to the males of

the intended persons. Select employees of confidence
for these duties.

Minister of the Interior, TALAAT

September 16

To the Prefecture of Aleppo:

Their existence (the existence of Armenians — S. G.)

must come to an end, however tragic the means may

be; and no regard must be paid to either age or sex,
or to conscientious scruples.

Minister of the Interior, TALAAT
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Another order-message by Talaat reveals the Turkish attitude
towards orphaned Armenian children who were being treated in the
same cruel way for they were rendered as at least harmful.

We are informed that certain orphanages which
have opened also admitted the children of the Armenians.
Should this be done through ignorance of our real
purpose, or because of contempt of it, the Government
will view the feeding of such children or any effort to
prolong their lives as an act completely opposite to its
purpose, since it regards the survival of these children
as detrimental. | recommend the orphanages not to
receive such children; and no attempts are to be made
to establish special orphanages for them.

Minister of the Interior, TALAAT

The phrase our real purpose and the statement will view as an
act completely opposite to its purpose directly point to the fact that
Turkey acted with purposeful cruelty, and it is obvious enough that it
was a plan agreed upon, supported and executed by the government.

The examples provided make the description of Turks quite
clear — murderous, barbarous, extremely cruel, full of hatred and
violence, enslaving though possessing lower intellectual qualities
and work skills than those they subject to slaughter. The linguistic
expression of all this is the direct reflection of the existence of the
frames Turk — barbarian, Turk — assassin/murderer of a nation.
Quite the opposite of this are the characteristics given to the
Armenians by the authors of the passages adduced above: harmless,
hard-working and intelligent, respectable, but tormented and
helpless against the brutal force which devours in order to extirpate.
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As has already been mentioned above, one of the main reasons
for the decision of eradicating Armenians was the difference in
religious identity. There is plenty of evidence spreading light on
this aspect of the issue, too. The following is a quote from the
German Ambassador Wangenheim’s report (June 17, 1915) to the
Head of his government, Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg.

. it becomes obvious that deportation of the
Armenians arises not only from military necessity. The
internal minister Talaat bey told about it honestly to
doctor Mortsman, who is employed at the empire
embassy now. Talaat said: “The Sublime Porte
intends to make use of the world war for cleaning the
whole country from internal enemies, the local
Christians <...>"

Mr. Wangenheim’s report overtly shows that it is the Turkish
side that puts a “mark™ of hostility between themselves and the
“internal enemies,” i.e. the local Christians. Although in the initial
phase of the Genocide an exception was granted to Catholic
Armenians because the Turks acknowledged that Catholicism
penetrated into Armenia from the Western countries, however, this
did not prevent them from breaking the promise, and most of the
exceptions were revoked once again. The Special Envoy Wolf-
Metternich’s report (July 10, 1916) to Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg
gives evidence of the fact that the Catholic and Protestant Armenians
were eventually also being subjected to clearing up, although the
Porte had repeatedly assured that the latter would not be deported:
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But they are also clearing up among the old
established population and among the Catholic and
Protestant Armenians, although the Porte has
repeatedly assured that the latter will be spared. The
remainder will be deported partly to Mesopotamia,
partly converted to Islam. <...>

In Marasch and Aleppo the deportation is in full
action, in Marasch not even the families were spared
who had formerly been granted special permits by the
Minister of the Interior. In Angora the Vali, Reschid
Bey, well-known for his deeds in Diarbekir, is engaged
in tracing the last Armenians (solely Catholics) and
expelling them. The remaining Protestant and Catholic
Armenians in Eskischehir and in the areas around Ismir
are being treated in the same way. Despite all official
denials, Islamization plays a great role in this last
phase of the persecution of the Armenians. Already at
the end of April, Father Christoffel from Siwas (Arm.
Sebastia — S.G.) reported that he had met the last
Christian Armenians in Eregli (Arm. Aragil — S.G.);
from there to Siwas the Armenians had been
completely cleared away, “either deported, or
converted or murdered. There was not one Armenian
sound to be heard anywhere.”

The following are excerpts from the Austro-Hungarian
Ambassador Pallavicini’s report to the Foreign Minister Ottokar
Czernin on December 22, 1917. Once again they confirm the
Turks’ religious fanaticism and the decisive role of Turkish
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religious expansionism underlying the execution of both the
Armenian Genocide and the Genocide of other Christian national
minorities, subjects of the Ottoman state, for the sole reason that a
Christian meant somebody different, and that was not to be
tolerated.

Vilayet of Diarbekir — Veren Shehir is a small
town in the neighborhood of Urfa (Arm. Urha, Yedesia
— S8.G.) and had a population consisting of 1400
Armenian and 140 Assyrian families; the 400
families entirely were exiled at the beginning of the
summer. All the men were slaughtered. Rich families
with women and children were exterminated.

...Diocese of Sgert (Arm. Sghert — S.G.): there were
450 Armenian, 120 Caldian, 30 Jakobian families here.
All of them were pillaged, slaughtered or deported...

<...>Urfa, formerly Yedesia, king Abgar’s capital,
had a more cruel fate. The Christians, the number of
which was above 25000, were cruelly pillaged,
massacred and tortured three times, the quarters of
the town were bombarded and destroyed. Their bishop
and priests together with the prominent citizens of the
town, nearly 500 people in number, were put into
prison before being killed, it is said, then they were
exiled to Diarbekir but they were massacred on the
way. Thousands of orphan slaves are now in
Mohammedan families: great number of these
unfortunates are starving in the streets of Urfa. The
Mohammedans of Urfa together with the authorities
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personally took part in massacres, they looted the
property of the Christians.

In other parts of Turkey the fate of Christians is
indefinite. They are always subjected to the threat of
being killed.

The Apostolic Christian faith has always been the most
important component of the Armenian national identity since 301
AD when Armenia, first among the countries of the world, adopted
Christianity as a state religion. The Armenian Apostolic Christianity
and the Armenian language, being the two pillars of the Armenian
national identity,*® have always been in the focus of our enemies’
attention.'*’ Thus, it is not a mere chance that Armenian Christian
faith, church and its leaders have been under special scrutiny of the
Turkish authorities. The church was the active circle around which
the Armenian people gathered especially under lost statehood. This
was the reason for the special Turkish hatred towards the Armenian
spiritual leaders. This fact is confirmed by Smirnov’s (the Russian
Envoy to Cairo) report to the Russian Foreign Minister Sazonov on
June 25, 1915, where we can read:

Especially the Armenian clergy are pursued cruelly:
the priests are haunted, tortured, their nails are pulled out.

BOCf. W Uylwayw6, <wylulul pliplnpul hpdwpwpkpp.  pubud,
thgny,  whpmipynili [Haykakan inknutyan himnakarery: banak, lezu,
petutyun], Gn., LntuwyG hpww., 2007, ke 47-97.

17 Nevertheless, the Armenian people rose every time and defended their vital
values also by force, when necessary. A brilliant illustration is the Vardanants
struggle to death headed by military leader Vardan Mamikonyan in 451 AD.
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The significant value of Christianity to the Armenian nation
accounts for the fact that the concept Armenian in the Armenian
self-identification and perception is first and foremost associated
with the basic, underlying frame Armenian — Christianity/
Christian through which in the prevailing majority of cases an
ethnic Armenian is perceived also by non-Armenians.

The illustrations given make the Turkish condemnable
behaviour quite tangible. They come to confirm the importance of
the above-mentioned conceptual models in the cognizance and
evaluation of Armenian-Turkish relations and the actual social-
psychological background of the Armenian Genocide. They also
reveal the explicit artificiality and vainness of promoting denial on
false and fabricated grounds.

The documentary material presented above draws our
attention to another fact as well: it is no secret at all that the world
powers knew what was going on in Ottoman Turkey during the
massacres. In their official statements, documents, reports,
correspondence representatives of these countries have given
detailed descriptions and true evaluations calling the events by
their proper names. Some of those governments have been more
honest in their evaluations then than they actually are today, in the
21st century. As for Turkey, it denies, dessembles and deludes
today just as it used to do yesterday.
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In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

(John 1.1)

Yeghern < Genocide
The Question of Equivalence

The vocabulary of a language is the richest repository, in
fact, the most reliable criterion of its wealth. It is through words
that one gets to explore and know the surrounding world, learns
to think, to express his/her thoughts and concerns, emotions and
experiences. And since words undergo semantic changes over the
centuries, reflecting a variety of social, historical and political
impacts as well as that of everyday life, their appropriate choice
in speech making is of utmost importance. In Maupassant’s
words, “no matter what you are going to talk about, there is only
one word you can express it by, only one adjective you can
describe it with, only one verb to animate it with. <...> thus, one
must look for that very noun, that very adjective and that very
verb <...>71®

The meaning of a word may broaden as the word becomes
richer and richer under the influence of various linguistic and
extralinguistic factors, acquiring new semantic charge and shades

% Guy de Maupassant, Etude prefacant le livre. Lettre a George Sand; par
Gustave Flaubert. Paris: G. Charpentier et Cie, 1884.
< http://flaubert.univ.rouen.fr/bovary 6/temoins/guy2.html>
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of meanings, new expressive-emotional-evaluative overtones. The
word may grow in depth and width, and become more capacious
both semantically and stylistically, thus expressing “a whole
world.”"* This is clearly evident in speech whenever an
“inanimate unit” of language revives, becomes more dynamic and
presents the speaker’s emotional attitude in a condensed way.'*°

The issues associated with such an intricate unit of language
become even more complicated when one tries to reproduce a
word adequately using the linguistic means of another language,
i.e. to overcome the obstacles posed by multilingualism in the path
of mutual recognition and understanding between nations.

In our analysis of the question, an attempt will be made to
study the semantic field of equivalence of the Armenian word
yeghern (knpkn() and the problem of its adequate translation into
English.

As an initial stage in our research, however, it is necessary to
study the semantic structure of the lexical unit in Armenian. The
Fundamental Etymological Dictionary of the Armenian Lan-
guage'' by Hrachia Acharyan presents the opinion of the great

" The qualification offered by Toumanian is quite well-known. Cf. [
bytowGywG, Uplbwhwy pwluunbnomppul  jbqyh  wunndnipimili
[Arevelahay banasteghtsutyan lezvi patmutyun], Gn., GplwGh hwdw-
uwnpwGh hpww., 1978.

140 Cf. Mwpmyp Ubwy, Jwjwp Unyw [Sayat Noval, bp., QUUL Q-U, 1987,

Lo 136.
In the poetic speculations of Razmik Davoyan we can read: “Gishakerneri,
antaghandneri strukn e Bary/ Na Hantcharin e miayn havasar” (The word is
a slave of the beasts, and the untalented / It is equal only to the Genius. [}.
Qwnywl, Pwnp [Bary] // Utinpwhwg [Meghrahats], Gp., {wjwuwnmw
hpwwu., 1973, t9 15.

1 Cf. &p. UewnywG, <uybpbl wpdwunulpul punupwl | Hayeren armatakan
bararan|, 6p., GplwGh hwiwuwnpwGh hpww., 1973, h. 2, t9 17.
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linguist Sophus Bugge who claims that the Armenian words
veghern, yegher, yeghuk (knkni, knkp, Ennil) originate from the
root gel- in the Indo-European protolanguage. Comparison with
quelan in Old High German, quellian in Saxon, and cwelan —» kill
in Old English'* makes it quite clear that the underlying meaning
of all these words is 7o kill, to commit a crime. A. Sukiasyan
suggests a whole range of synonyms in his Monolingual
Dictionary of Armenian Synonyms:* n6pp (crime), népuqnp-
onipjniG (felony), tintinGugnponipyniG (villainy, crime), swupw-
gnponmipjnil (Gupnuwuwwlnipnil) (malefaction, murder), owln
hwlgwqgnponmp il (grave, serious crime), uywlnipjniG (killing,
murder, homicide), Ynnnpwd (massacre), owpn (mass Kkilling,
massacre), (wfjudhp (carnage), uyuwln (slaughter), wpyniG/w/ht-
nnipjm G (blood-shed, carnage, massacre), upwonmpnil (massacre,
butchery, slaughter), jupwnu (killing with a Turkish dagger),
funnfunnmy  (killing cruelly, butchery, slaughter), tntnGni-
PJn1G/archaic; (harm, malice, rascality), ghnquuwwlnipjmG (geno-
cide). These are not absolute synonyms, of course, but they all
have the semantic component fo kz// (i.e. to commit a crime) in

. . 144
their semantic structure.

2 Cf. AL L CMupHHUKUH, Xpecmomamusi no ucmopuu aHeIUlICKO20 A3bIKA
[Khrestomatiya po istorii anglyskogo jazykal. M., u3n-Bo nureparypbl Ha
HMHOCTpPaHHBIX si3bIKax, 1953, c. 160.

'8 Cf. U. Umphwuyw, <uyng jbqup hndw(hy Ghph pugunnpulul pumupau G
[Hayots lezvi homanishneri batsatrakan bararan], 2-nn hpww., 6p., GN
hpwuwn., 2009, to 264.

' For thorough examination of the word yeghern cf. ®. UtjphfuwGjuG,
Gnbnd punh jkqjuwlnud pGanipym b | Yeghern bari lezvakan knnutyun] //
Jid, {wdiwhuyyuywl hwlntu, No. 1(26), Gp., dkd hwlntu UMNEC,
2009, Lo 144-147.
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The study of the data presented in Armenian-English
dictionaries'” provides the following explanations of the word
yeghern (tnlnd): crime (n6hp), misdemeanor (swp plpwgp,
JuumwpwpnjmpjnG), offence (wlwnpquwlp), rascality (unnpnt-
pil, wlpgquimpiniQ), slaughter (uyuln, Gwfudhp, Ynwnn-
nwo, ownn), carnage (Gwhudhn), massacre (Uninnpwd, gwnn) and
genocide (gtnuuuww lnipjniG).

In this comprehensive field of synonyms one can trace
similarities as well as obvious differences. For example, the word
crime is defined as an act (usu. grave offence) punishable by law;

evil act; such acts collectively (COD'*

); an act committed in
violation of law forbidding or commanding it, and for which
punishment is upon conviction (HINDEL), while the word
misdemeanor 1is used to mean an action, which though being
punishable by law, is not so grave or serious as, for instance,
stealing or murder (LDCE). The semantic component of crime in
the lexical units offence (attacking, aggressive action - COD) and

rascality (dishonest behaviour - LDCE), may be said to be not

U, ammadhwl, Clpwpdwl pwnwmul  hugbpbGE  wlgihbpbl
[ Yndardzak bararan hayerene anglieren], Btjpnip, Umjwu hpwwn.,
1970; b. PwnwpjwG L mphpGhp, <wj-wlqibpkli pwnwmul  |[Hay-
angleren bararan), 6n., UwjihjwG-UpitGhw hpww., 2002.

The following dictionaries have been used in the work: 7The Concise English
Dictionary (COD). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976; The Heritage
[llustrated Dictionary of the English Language (HIDEL). New York: Arm.
Her. Publ. Co., Inc., 1973; Longman Dictionary of Confemporary English
(LDCE). Great Britain: Longman Group, 1978; The Oxford Dictionary of Law
(ODL). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 4th ed., 1997; The Oxford English
Dictionary (OED). Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1961-1970, vol. 2; Webster’s
New World Dictionary (WNWD). Cleveland & New York: The World
Publishing Comp., 1951; Webster’s Third New International Dictionary
(WTNID). Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster Inc., 1981.
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always obvious. The intention of an offence in the sense of
aggression or dishonest behaviour is not necessarily accompanied
by murder. While “the modern tendency is to refer to crimes as
offences” (ODL), and the words offence and rascality carry an
inherent negative connotational overtone, though with far less
force than in the lexical unit crime. As far as the definitions of
the words slaughter (the killing or slaying of people in large
numbers - OED), carnage (the slaughter of a great number, esp.
of men; butchery, massacre - OED), massacre (the indis-
criminate, merciless killing of a number of human beings -
WNWD) are concerned, they are relatively closer in meaning to
yeghern (kpknii) and the prevalent constituent in their semantic
structure is crime (criminal act not conditioned by a lawful
necessity).

Genocide is a comprehensive term, and its semantic structure
is all-inclusive. Among the interpretations suggested by various
monolingual English dictionaries, the one proposed by the
WTNID seems to be the most complete from the point of view of
the semantic globality of the word: the use of deliberate
systematic measures (as killing, bodily or mental injury,
unlivable conditions, prevention of birth) calculated to bring
about the extermination of a racial, political, or cultural group, or
to destroy the language, religion or culture of a group. The fact
that this lexical unit was introduced into different fields of
humanitarian research only after the 1940s is accounted for by
the chronology of its occurrence.

The word genocide was coined in 1943 by Raphael Lemkin - a
Polish lawyer of Jewish descent, who, in one of his articles (Crime of
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Barbarity'”’) used the word with reference to the massacres of the
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire in 1915 and interpreted genocide
as a crime against international law.'*® As is well known, later he
defined genocide as any act which is carried out with the aim of
partial or total annihilation of any national, ethnic, racial or religious
group as such and, with the encouragement of the United States, he
submitted his definition to the UN General Assembly for
consideration. Much later, on December 9, 1948, the UN adopted the
“Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide” and Lemkin’s definition served as a basis for Article II of
the Convention.'*

The word genocide originates from the Latin gens, gentis (origin,
race, geNepiolog/» type) or the Greek genos (with the same meaning)
and the Latin lexical unit cidium (cutting; killing) which entered the
English language through French as cide (the act of killing).

As far as the problem of adequacy of translation is
concerned, it should be noted that terminological dictionaries

'“7 His essay on the Crime and Barbarity which was based on the Armenian
Genocide was first presented to the League of Nations conference in 1933.
<en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael Lemkin> Retrieved [21.06.2014, 11:00]

148 Cf. note 119 of the present book.

49 In the Convention, genocide is interpreted as any of the following acts
committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic,
racial or religious group as such: a) killing members of the group; b) causing
serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; c) deliberately
inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its
physical destruction in whole or in part; d) imposing measures intended to
prevent births within the group; e) forcibly transferring children of the group
to another group. (Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, Article I1).
<http://legal.un.org/avl/pdf/ha/cppcg/cppeg_e.pdf>

Retrieved [15.04. 2014, 18:12]
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offer three different definitions of the term translation."® At the
emic level (the level of language system) and in the field of
lexicography in particular, translation is defined as the
juxtaposition of two or more languages, with the object of tracing
semantic similarities between the units of those languages.
Otherwise stated, translating means finding elements in the target
language which have the capacity to convey the semantic
contents of the source language words adequately.

The study of the aforementioned dictionary data shows that
the word as a meaningful unit not infrequently presents a
complex structure, and since there can almost never be absolute
coincidence of the minimal distinctive semantic features
operating in the semantic structures of different lexical units, we
can never speak of absolute synonymy. Each of the smallest
elements making up the content plane of the meaning of a word
may be realized through varying applications of the same word
depending on the speech situation. It is here that the role of the
well-known language/speech dichotomy,””' which is of
fundamental significance in linguistics, should not be
underestimated. The proposition makes it possible to regard the
problem of adequate translation as a dialectical correlation of
equivalence at the level of language, and equivalence at the level
of speech. This, however, does not imply at all that the only
precondition for finding the equivalent unit is to examine the
original context and the speech situation. The first step in this

0 Cf. 0. C. AxmanoBa, Crosape nunzeucmuueckux mepmunos [Slovar’ ling-
visticheskikh terminov]. M., u3n-Bo CoBeTckas HIMKIONEe U, 1966.

U A. . Cmupauuknii, O6sexmugnocms cyuecmeosanus szvika [ Ob'yektiv-
nost' sushchestvovaniya yazyka)l. M., MI'Y, 1954.
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process is to establish those constituent elements of the target
language system which, irrespective of the context and the speech
situation, are always equivalent to the corresponding units of the
source language. In other words, the first step is to achieve
semantic equivalence. The basic and most reliable sources of
information  for language adequacy are, undoubtedly,
monolingual dictionaries, and dictionaries of synonyms that are
based on the results of study of the semantic constituents of the
word meanings.

In the semantic field of equivalence of the word yeghern
(knlinG) crime may be viewed as a non-differentiated unit, for
the meaning it conveys is general and can be traced in nearly
all the units in the field. The variants slaughter (mass killings,
execution, massacre), carnage (massacre, bloodshed,
butchery), massacre (mass murder, annihilation, huge loss of
life) are considerably closer to yeghern (LnptnG). They
nevertheless emphasize different semes contained in the
semantic structure of the word in question, while the complete
and global picture of the phenomenon is reflected in the word-
unit genocide.

However, the context plays a highly important role in the
adequate choice of the equivalent word. Full equivalence is
attained where there is not only semantic, but also functional-
stylistic and pragmatic adequacy, i.e. when the target language
unit (a word, a sentence, a text, etc.) is equivalent to the source
language unit in all the semantic, stylistic and pragmatic values
that this carries. And although the semantic constituent is of
prime importance, and the basic function of translation, i.e.
interlingual communication, will not be realized, unless
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semantic adequacy is achieved, the role of the other constituent
elements in accomplishing the desired adequacy is of no less
significance.

The reason for this is that it is in a particular context and in
a certain speech situation that words, under the influence of
various linguistic and extralinguistic factors, take on additional
semantic and stylistic overtones and carry diverse pragmatic
meanings.

An attempt will now be made to look into several contextual
realizations of the meaning expressed by the Armenian word

yeghern (nbng).

If nations are allowed to commit genocide with
impunity, to hide their guilt in a camouflage of lies and
denials there is a real danger that other brutal regimes
will be encouraged to attempt genocides.

Unless we speak of the Armenian genocide and
unless the Government recognizes this historical fact, we
shall leave this century of unprecedented genocides with
this blot on our consciences.

Caroline, Baroness Cox
House of Lords, 4/1/1999"*

In the extract adduced above the speaker voices a deep
concern that by failing to recognize the Armenian Genocide
openly we may abet similar atrocities on the part of other regimes.
If nations are allowed to commit genocide and get away with it,

12 www.genocide1915.info/quotes/
Retrieved [08.03. 2014, 23:59]
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covering up their sin with a veil of lies and denials, our age may
turn into a period of continuing genocides.

The passage is rich in a number of units carrying negative
connotations (commit genocide, impunity, hide the guilt in a
camouflage of lies and denials, danger, brutal regimes,
unprecedented genocides, blot), the combination of which in
this context reveals the negative attitude of the speaker
towards those who turn a blind eye to the Armenian Genocide,
let alone perpetrate it or any other genocide. Baroness Cox is
convinced that if the Armenian Genocide fails to be recognized
as such, Mankind will always have to bear this stigma on its
conscience.

The application of the word genocide in this small passage
more than once is intended to warn the listener against the scale
and the disastrous nature (a real danger) of this possible threat to
humanity as a whole, to open the eyes of those who play a key
role in the discussion of this issue, and to induce them to be
honest and just.

The next passage is taken from the speech of John Evans, the
former US Ambassador to Armenia, addressed to the Armenian
community in America.

Today I will call this Armenian genocide. I think that
we, the US government, owe you, our fellow citizens, a
more straightforward and honest discussion of this
problem. I can tell you as a person who has studied this
problem — [ have no doubts about what happened. I think
that it is inappropriate for us, the Americans, to play with

176



words in this case. I believe that we must call a spade a
spade.

John Evans

US Ambassador to Armenia

Addressed to American Armenians

on February 19, 2005"*

The context of the passage obviously differs from the previous
one with respect to its emotional-expressive charge. Stylistically
neutral units are dominant here (US government, fellow citizens,
straightforward discussion of the problem, tell, a person who has
studied this problem, about what happened, etc.). Their presence
in the extract indicates that the goal of the speaker is to present to
the public the firm belief which he has come to on the basis of his
own thorough investigation of the historical evidence, according to
which the massacre of the Armenians committed by the Ottoman
Empire was nothing but genocide.

Here, the speaker does not set out to influence the listener by
reopening their wounds, which are still fresh. His speech is based
on the truth he has arrived at after his own examination of the
historical facts (as a person who has studied this problem). The
use of the idiom to call a spade a spade 1in this speech is of core
importance. On the one hand, it confirms that the word genocide
is the most appropriate in the light of evaluation of the events as
such, and on the other, it implies a plea to leave political
considerations aside and to call the Armenian events of the

53 hittp://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/quotations.php
Retrieved [09.03. 2014, 00:03]
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1915s by the word that equates to it internationally, i.e.
genocide.

The following text presents the appeal of 68 professionals,
representing various spheres of activity, sent to the Swedish
Parliament in 2008.

The Armenian Genocide, which also engulfed the
Assyrians, Pontic Greeks and other minorities in the
Ottoman Empire, began more than nine decades ago in
1915, but this issue gains added urgency the longer
that denial of the crime continues. The genocide, or
“extermination” as it was labeled by the international
media and diplomatic corps, was an established fact
for the world community. During the brief postwar
period following the defeat of Turkey in 1918 until the
rise of the Turkish Nationalist movement led by
Mustafa Kemal, the annihilation of the Armenians was
discussed openly. Turkish court martial tribunals tried
political and military leaders implicated in “war
crimes” and “‘crimes against humanity”. Several of the
accused were found guilty and were sentenced to
death or given prison terms. Postwar Turkey passed
through a phase similar to that of Germany after
World War II. During these proceedings the truth
about the persecution of the minorities in the Ottoman
Empire was brought to light with horrifying details.

The process did not last long, however. The rise of
the Turkish Nationalist movement and rejection of the
Sultan’s government ultimately led to the disbanding of
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the tribunals and the release of most of the accused.
Almost all of the remaining Christian population —
Armenian, Assyrian and Greek — was then cleansed
from their homelands of several millennia. Much of
the court data and protocols disappeared, and Turkey
entered a period of trying to erase all traces of
Armenian existence in Anatolia and the historic
Armenian plateau to the east.

Nine decades later, the once called ‘‘forgotten
genocide” is no longer forgotten and warrants growing
attention among academic and political circles. It is
seen as a prototype of mass killing in the twentieth
century and can be viewed as one of the most successful
campaigns of genocide and ethnic cleansing in all
history. The victimization of the Armenians extended
to the Assyrian, Greek, Yezidi and even Kurdish
population, which was subjected to extensive “social
engineering”  through forced relocation and
resettlement. As it happened, the Turkish beneficiaries
of an “Armenia without Armenians” and, despite
worldwide pledges and promises to punish the
perpetrators, escaped any responsibility for the crime.
Today, Turkey implements an active campaign of
denial. Silence and passivity on the part of the world
community, including Sweden, can only aid and abet
this campaign. All the arguments relating to the need
for further research or lack of consensus among
scholars are spurious. The archives of every major
country in Europe leave no doubt about the campaign of

179



annihilation which occurred under the cover of a world
conflict. The denialist arguments are all politically
motivated and have nothing to do with the historical
record. They are more credible than those of Holocaust
deniers such as Robert Faurisson, David Irving , Willis
Carto, and Ernst Zundel.

Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term genocide in
the 1940s and was the principal author of the U.N.
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, was deeply aware of the Armenian
calamity and the failure of the international community
to intercede or at least to punish the authors of the
genocide. Recent research has demonstrated how
deeply he was affected by the absence of effective
international machinery to intervene at the times. He
was also troubled by the persecution and massacres of
the Assyrians in Iraq during the 1930s. What is more,
newly conducted research at Uppsala University
confirms that the Swedish Foreign Department and
Government, through the reports of Ambassador Per
Gustaf August Cosswa Anckarsvard’s and Military
Attache Einar af Wirsen, were well aware of the
annihilation that was occurring in the Ottoman
Empire.

Today Sweden is internationally regarded as a
champion of human rights. It is incumbent on the
Swedish authorities to live up to this reputation and to
reject any compromise with negationism and denial.
The Swedish Government should attempt to assist
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Turkey to become a better democracy by facing its
history and acknowledging the truth, not by continuing
to stagger in the darkness of self-deception and pretense.
Today, the data and information about the Genocide of
Armenians, Assyrians and Pontic Greeks are so
extensive that no serious politician can honestly cite
insufficient or inconclusive research as an excuse to
avoid recognition. Refusal to recognize established fact
based on qualitative and quantitative research may be
regarded as being tantamount to denial. The researchers
have done their job in establishing the reality of the
Armenian Genocide. Now, the turn has come for the
political leaders to fulfill their responsibility by
recognizing this calamity for what it was.

The signatories of this letter do not consider there
is any doubt that the massacres of Christians and other
minorities in the Ottoman Empire during World War |
constituted genocide. Even though research must and
will continue, the existing information is compelling

and must be acknowledged as such'”.

This appeal, based on documentary data, is meant to voice the
firm belief of the signatories that the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide is the most honest, just and indeed the only way to avoid
the necessity of finding an excuse for turning a blind eye to what the
world community now regards without doubt as an established

154 . . .
<itwasgenocide.armenica.org>
Retrieved [09.03. 2014, 00:07]
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truth. It is also the best way to help Turkey put an end to its decades
of self-deception, to evaluate its history as it is and to move more
steadily towards democratization. Post-war Turkey witnessed a few
attempts at consideration and condemnation of the most dreadful
and awesome persecutions carried out by the Ottoman Empire in
ways beyond human imagining and even labelled them war crimes.
However, the process did not last long. With the Turkish nationalists
gaining more power, the courts were closed and many of the
convicts were set free, while many of the court protocols and
documents reflecting the truth disappeared. But are we aware of the
fact that Armenians were not the only nation sacrificed on the altar
of Turkey? There were also Assyrians, Greeks, Yezidis and even
Kurds. Moreover, the truth is that despite the pledges and promises
the international community gave to the people of Armenia, the
crime remains unpunished. Today Turkey has launched an even
stricter campaign of genocide denial. Silence and passivity will only
encourage this campaign of lies. And all the arguments about lack of
agreement in academic circles and the need to continue research in
order to clarify the issue, are false and simulated. The archives piled
up in different European countries are sufficient to prove that what
is labelled a consequence of war was, in fact, a campaign of
extermination of an entire nation.

The context of the appeal addressed to the Swedish Parliament
is of great interest in the sense that almost all the constituents
making up the semantic whole of the word genocide (extermination,
crime, ethnic cleansing, cleanse from their homelands of several
millennia, victimization, forced relocation and resettlement,
campaign of annihilation, mass killing, massacre) are introduced

through different linguistic units. Despite its apparent informative,

182



documentary nature from the point of view of pragmatics, the
passage is not devoid of certain elements typical of public writing,
including units with emotive-expressive-evaluative overtones. This
is accounted for by the fact that the speech is designed to win over
others to the attitude of the Swedish Parliament, to awaken the
international community from the deep somnolence of indifference
towards human destinies, and to arouse a wish to be just and
honest in the approach to the question.

Apart from the aforementioned units which are of exceptional
interest as objects of our study and all carry an inherent negative
connotational value, the passage as a whole is drenched with
negative evaluative overtones both in its verbal, horizontal context
and in the denial of the historical and political events condensed
between the lines (i.e. the vertical context) (accused, guilty,
sentenced to death, persecution of the minorities, horrifying
details, much of the court data and protocols disappeared, a
period of trying to erase all traces of Armenian existence in
Anatolia, the victimization of the Armenians extended to
Assyrian, Greek, Yezidi and even Kurdish population, “social
engineering” through forced relocation and resettlement, the
Turkish authorities became the beneficiaries of an “Armenia
without Armenians”, .... escaped any responsibility for the
crime, etc.)

The use of the word combination “social engineering” which
also has a terminological value, should be singled out for having
no connection with the general context.'” It creates a kind of

'35 The WTNID English Dictionary interprets the terminological combination
“social engineering” as manipulation of human resources to affect the role
and the function human beings have in society, p. 2162.
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stylistic contrast with the help of the trope of enantiosemy and
acquires an obvious ironic meaning. The role of inverted commas
in the realization of this stylistic device of irony should also be
noted. The pragmatic goal of the authors’ intention is made clear
through the combination of all these linguostylistic devices, which
are intended to present the true picture of the genocide committed
at the very turn of the 20th century and to show the abhorrence of
such anti-human acts for the progressive peoples of the world. The
supporters of the appeal hold to a firm belief that the Swedish
Parliament will find a place among those representatives of
progressive nations.

Surely enough, the Swedish Parliament recognized the
Armenian Genocide on March 11, 2010, as well as the act of the
annihilation of Assyrians and Pontic Greeks, thereby proving the
efficiency of this appeal.

The word calamity (wnkw) used in this context may be
characterized as a lexical unit with an extremely general and non-
differentiated meaning. From a study of the wide array of
synonyms of calamity in dictionaries of English synonyms'*®
(o trouble, distress, misfortune, misery, unhappiness, affliction;
. referring to an instance of what is calamitous: trouble, misfor-
tune, misery, distress, disaster /implying unforeseen and adverse
forces/, catastrophe /with implications of finality/, blow, scourge
/implies severe and continued calamity/; cursespe.,, fatality) the
following conclusion may be drawn: although any tragedy or evil,
including wars, massacres and devastations may be termed a

156 Webster’s New Dictionary of Synonyms. Springfield, Mass.: Mirriam-
Webster Inc. Publishers, 1984; Sturges Allen. Synonyms and Antonyms.
Maud Publication, 1994.
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disaster in the broadest sense,"’ the word calamity appears unable
to convey the global meaning of the Armenian Genocide in all its
manifestations.'”®

Hence, the study of the word yeghern (Gphnrl) in Armenian
and the examination of its semantic, stylistic and pragmatic fields
of equivalence in English at both language and speech levels
reveal that the English equivalent for the Armenian word yeghern
is genocide — the only unit acknowledged internationally and used
within the scope of international law.

The present research allows us to conclude that when uttering
the phrase “the Medz Yeghern” in his speech on April 24,
beginning from 2009, referring to the horrible events perpetrated
in the Ottoman Empire in 1915, the US President Barack
Obama is well aware of the equivalence of these units. It would be
natural, as well as logical to believe, though, that the US President
would be more determined to display his respect towards the
principles of international law and apply the term genocide which
is the only established term in the domain.

Y7 bn. UnuywG, Upgh huybpbGh pugunnmulpul pumumul [Ardi hayereni
batsatrakan bararan |, h. 1, 6p., QwjwumwG hpwwn., 1976.
¥ The results of the research are summed up through the diagram on the next
page.
? <http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/statement-president-barack-bama-
armenian-remembrance-day>
Retrieved [09.03. 2014, 00:26]
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Afterthought

Challenges that arise in the geopolitical system of the Republic
of Armenia at present, require strong and determined resistence and
readiness to meet them, for it is only by meeting them that we can
ensure the normal life and activity of the country. In recent years,
issues of the national agenda and problems of state importance such
as the Armenian-Turkish relations, the international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide, the resolution of the Karabakh conflict and
others require new approaches and new evaluations.

We cannot deny the fact that studies in Armenology today have
become a major factor of our public life and national security and are
aimed at the making and strengthening of our Republic. But however
efficient our country’s internal and external policy may be and
qualitative changes introduced into our everyday life, we always face
the problem of effectively debarring the activities of the propaganda
machine driven by the Turkish, Azeri and other forces against our
country and our people. This is a problem to be solved by consolidating
the national potential in social sciences and Armenology, putting it into
effective use in support of national interests, and by improving the
methodological, theoretical and practical efficiency of Armenian
studies. Such an approach of coordinated efforts and close cross-
disciplinary relations may enable to develop a unilateral perspective in
the key issues of national and state significance.
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Studying the ever expanding field of the denial of the
Armenian Genocide we come to the conclusion that through
functional, semantic, linguostylistic and linguopragmatic analyses
of the means of verbal impact of the anti-Armenian propaganda
one can expose strategies and mechanisms of distorting historical
facts and interpreting them in a false light, as well as reveal the
true tendencies of fakers thereby assisting the extremely important
cause of reacting against distortions and falsifications.

Apparently, research and information policy in solving the
plethora of problems facing the Republic of Armenia today can
hardly be rendered as satisfactory. It may probably be explained by
inadequate knowledge of foreign languages, particularly of English,
by professionals who pool their scholarly potential in the field of
historical science. This fact never conduces to the assessment of the
Armenian Genocide, as well as the linguopragmatic impact of the
anti-Armenian propaganda discourse and adequate reaction to it. In
this respect, the input made by foreign language experts in the
linguistic and linguocognitive analyses of anti-Armenian interpreta-
tions in English is essential. The linguocognitive examination of
various units found in all sorts of publications, disorientating and
misleading the reader, of verbal strategic means, distorting and
misrepresenting the reality, as well as interpreting the historical and
cultural phenomena, will certainly help to assess such publications
effectively and will spur the process of retaliating against the anti-
Armenian propaganda.

The interpretation and explanation of issues raised in the present
linguocognitive study will hopefully attract the attention of
professionals and that of the public interested in the matter towards
examining the anti-Armenian campaign and propaganda launched in
English.
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